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WELSH  BIRD  REPORT  No.  11 1997 


Introduction 

The  map  opposite  shows  the  present  arrangement  of  bird  recording  areas  in  Wales, 
which  are  used  in  Welsh  Birds.  Following  the  creation  of  Unitary  Authorities  as  the  basis  of 
local  Government,  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  decided  to  switch  to  the  Watsonian 
Vice-county  system  (see  the  Ray  Society,  publication  No.  146)  as  the  basis  of  bird  recording 
in  Wales.  This  system  largely  matches  the  pre-1974  administrative  Counties  used  by  the 
Society  until  1996.  Using  the  Watsonian  vice-counties  therefore  retains  historical  continuity 
in  recording.  This  would  have  been  lost  in  any  attempt  to  follow  the  Unitary  Authorities,  the 
only  one  of  which  involves  no  changes  from  the  county  system  created  in  1974,  let  alone  its 
historic  predecessor,  being  Powys,  which  comprises  the  vice-counties  of  Breconshire, 
Radnorshire  and  Montgomeryshire.  Note,  however,  that  the  name  of  Gwent  has  been 
retained  for  the  vice-county  of  Monmouth  to  prevent  confusion  with  the  new  Unitary 
Authority  of  Monmouth,  which  covers  only  part  of  the  vice-county.  The  recording  areas  and 
Recorders  names  and  addresses  are  listed  below. 

Anglesey:  Vice-county  (vc)  52.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  D.  Rees,  Dragon  Isaf,  Penmynydd,  Llanfair  PG,  Anglesey  LL61  6PN. 

Brecon*:  Vice-county  42.  This  area  includes  a  small  area  around  Brynmawr,  formerly  the 
NW  comer  of  Gwent.  See  also  under  E.  Glamorgan. 

Recorder:  M.  F.  Peers,  Cyffylog,  2  Aberyscir  Road,  Cradoc,  Brecon,  Powys  LD3  9PB. 

Caernarfon:  Vice-county  49.  This  vice-county  corresponds  to  the  pre-1974  administrative 
county  of  Caernarfonshire.  However,  the  new  county  borough  of  Conwy  straddles  the  old 
county  boundary  between  Caernarfon  and  Denbighshire  along  the  R.  Conwy.  Here  records 
from  west  of  the  R.  Conwy  should  be  send  to  the  Caernarfon  Recorder  and  from  east  of  the 
river  to  the  Denbigh  Recorder.  An  annual  summary  of  records  for  Caernarfon  is  published 
in  the  Cambrian  Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch,  Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 
Carmarthen*:  Vice-county  44. 

Recorder:  R.  O.  Hunt,  9  Waun  Road,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire  SA15  3RS. 

Ceredigion*:  Vice-county  46. 

Recorder:  H.  Roderick,  32  Prospect  Street,  Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion  SY23  1JJ. 

Denbigh:  Vice-county  50.  A  small  part  of  this  vice-county  is  now  in  the  recording  area  of 
Montgomery  (qv).  See  also  under  Flint  below. 

Recorder:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside  CH5  3ER. 

Flint:  Vice-county  51. 

Recorder:  M.  G.  Neal,  36  The  Ridgeway,  Hawarden,  Deeside  CH5  3ER. 

Denbigh  and  Flint  comprise  the  area  covered  by  the  Clwyd  Bird  Recording  Group, 
which  continues  under  that  title  and  produces  the  Clwyd  Bird  Report  covering  both 
vice-counties. 

Glamorgan*:  Vice-county  41.  This  area  is  divided  under  2  ornithological  Recorders, 
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The  Bird  Recording  Areas 

in  Wales 


The  bird  recording  areas  for 
Wales,  based  on  the  Watsonian 
vice  counties.  Each  has  a  vc 
number  for  easy  reference.  Both 
English  and  Welsh  names  are 
shown,  except  where  we  use 
only  the  Welsh  name. 


E.  Glamorgan 
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covering  Gower*,  comprising  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Swansea  and  Neath/Port  Talbot 
(formerly  the  county  of  West  Glamorgan),  and  E.  Glamorgan*,  comprising  the  Unitary 
Authorities  of  Bridgend,  Rhondda/Cynon/Taff,  Vale  of  Glamorgan,  Cardiff  and  Caerphilly 
(part)  (formerly  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan).  Records  are  normally  published 
under  Glamorgan.  The  East  Glamorgan  recording  area  also  includes  parts  of  vc  42  (Brecon) 
and  vc  35  (Gwent),  which  were  part  of  the  counties  of  Mid  and  South  Glamorgan  and  are 
marked  B  and  C  respectively. 

Recorders:  Gower:  R.  H.  A.  Taylor,  285  Llangyfelach  Road,  Brynhyfryd,  Swansea  SA5 
9LB. 

E.  Glamorgan:  S.  J.  Moon,  36  Rest  Bay  Close,  Porthcawl  CF36  3UN. 

Gwent*:  Vice-county  35.  Vice-county  35  comprises  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  and  now 
embraces  the  Unitary  Authorities  of  Monmouth,  Newport,  Torfaen,  Blaenau  Gwent  and 
Caerphilly  (part).  Although  the  county  of  Gwent  no  longer  officially  exists,  the  Gwent 
Ornithological  Society  is  retaining  the  name  to  avoid  confusion  between  the  new  County 
Borough  of  Monmouth  and  the  old  county  of  Monmouth,  of  which  the  new  Borough  only 
comprises  part. 

Recorder:  C.  Jones,  22  Walnut  Drive,  Caerleon,  Newport  NP6  ISP. 

Meirionnydd:  Vice-county  48.  An  annual  summary  of  records  is  published  in  the  Cambrian 
Bird  Report,  see  below. 

Recorder:  R.  I.  Thorpe,  2  Tan-y-Garth,  Friog,  Fairboume,  Gwynedd  FF38  5RJ. 

Montgomery:  Vice-county  47.  The  recording  area  also  includes  area  A,  part  of  vc  50 
Denbigh. 

Recorder:  Brayton  Holt,  Scops  Cottage,  Pentre  Bierdd,  Welshpool,  Powys  SY21  9DF. 
Pembroke*:  Vice-county  45. 

Recorders:  J.  W.  Donovan,  The  Burren,  Dingle  Fane,  Crundale,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs 
SA62  4DJ. 

G.  H.  Rees,  22  Priory  Avenue,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs  SA61  1SQ. 

Radnor:  Vice-county  43. 

Recorder:  P.  P.  Jennings,  Garnfawr,  Bettws,  Hundred  House,  Flandrindod  Wells,  Powys 
LD1  5RP. 

Bird  Reports  and  Publications 

Those  counties  marked  *  in  the  above  list  produce  separate  Bird  Reports  obtainable 
from  the  Recorders.  Anglesey,  Caernarfon  and  Meirionnydd  produce  a  combined  Report, 
the  Cambrian  Bird  Report,  which  is  published  by  the  Cambrian  Ornithological  Society  and 
obtainable  from  the  Editor  —  R.  Pritchard,  Pant  Afonig,  Hafod  Fane,  Bangor,  Gwynedd 
FL57  4BU. 

For  Pembroke  the  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales  also  publishes  The  Island  Naturalist, 
which  is  the  Journal  of  the  Friends  of  Skokholm  and  Skomer  and  includes  a  good  variety  of 
articles  on  the  work  at  these  important  Reserves  twice  annually.  The  Trust  also  produces  a 
well  illustrated  and  comprehensive  Newsletter  twice  annually.  Both  are  obtainable  from 
their  office  at  7  Market  Street,  Haverfordwest,  Pembs.  An  important  report  is  published 
annually  by  the  Bardsey  Observatory,  obtainable  from  Mrs.  Fynn  Richardson,  33 
Doveridge  Road,  Hall  Green,  Birmingham  B28  OFT.  It  includes  comprehensive  reports  on 
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other  groups  of  animals  and  of  plants  as  well  as  the  Systematic  List  of  birds.  The  Wales 
Raptor  Study  Group  coordinates  records  for  raptors,  owls,  Raven  and  Chough  for  all 
Wales.  Its  annual  Newsletter  contains  summaries  for  all  species.  The  Wales  Wader  Study 
Group  was  started  in  1996,  to  similarly  coordinate  breeding  wader  studies  and  also 
publishes  an  annual  newsletter.  Both  can  be  obtained  from  RSPB,  Maesyffynnon,  Penrhos 
Garnedd,  Bangor,  Gwynedd. 

Birds  in  Wales  was  published  by  T.  &  A.  D.  Poyser  in  1994.  The  first  avifauna  for  the 
whole  country  yet  attempted,  it  was  reviewed  in  Welsh  Bird  Report  No. 7.  Work  is  now 
starting  to  update  some  of  the  species  accounts.  Recent  county  avifaunas,  years  of 
publication  shown  in  brackets,  are  also  available  for  Gwent  The  Birds  of  Gwent  (1976)  and 
The  Breeding  Atlas  of  the  Birds  of  Gwent  (1987),  obtainable  from  J.  M.  S.  Lewis,  Y  Bwthyn 
Gwyn,  Coldbrook,  Abergavenny,  Monmouthshire;  Glamorgan  Birds  of  Glamorgan  (1995), 
obtainable  from  Dr.  S.  Howe,  National  Museum  of  Wales,  Cathays  Park,  Cardiff,  or  leading 
booksellers.  See  Review  in  Welsh  Birds  1(3):6 1  -62;  Gower  An  Atlas  of  Breeding  Birds  in 
West  Glamorgan  (1992),  obtainable  from  Dr.  D.  K.  Thomas,  Laburnum  Cottage,  12 
Manselfield  Road,  Murton,  Swansea  SA3  3AR;  Pembroke  Birds  of  Pembrokeshire:  Status 
and  Atlas  of  Pembrokeshire  Birds  (1994),  obtainable  from  Wildlife  Trust  West  Wales; 
Caernarfon  The  Birds  of  Caernarfonshire  (1998),  obtainable  from  J.  Barnes,  Fach  Goch, 
Waunfawr,  Caernarfon,  Gwynedd  LL55  4YS. 

SUBMISSION  OF  RECORDS 

It  is  the  policy  of  the  Society  NOT  TO  PUBLISH  in  this  Report  any  records  of 
species  regarded  as  British  rarities  on  the  list  of  the  British  Birds  Rarities  Committee 
(BBRC)  unless  that  record  has  been  considered  and  accepted  by  BBRC.  All  such  records 
should,  therefore,  be  submitted  to  BBRC,  preferably  through  County  Recorders.  The 
secretary  of  BBRC  is  M.  J.  Rogers,  Bag  End,  Churchtown,  Towednack,  Cornwall  TR26 
3AZ. 

WELSH  RECORDS  PANEL 

The  Welsh  Records  Panel  considers  records  of  all  scarce  species  in  Wales  not  covered 
by  BBRC,  defined  as  those  occurring  5  times  or  less  per  year  on  average.  The  current  list  is 
shown  below.  Only  records  of  these  species  adjudicated  and  accepted  by  the  Panel  are 
published  in  the  Welsh  Bird  Report.  Not  all  records  of  species  on  this  list  yet  reach  the 
Panel.  Thus  the  non-appearance  of  such  records  must  not  be  assumed  to  mean  that  the  Panel 
has  rejected  them;  the  Panel  may  not  have  seen  them. 

It  is  helpful  if  descriptions  of  WRP  species  are  submitted  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
sighting,  either  via  County  Recorders  or  direct  to  the  Panel’s  Secretary  (see  below)  and 
description  forms  are  available  from  County  Recorders  or  the  Secretary.  Any  observer 
submitting  a  description  to  the  Panel  can  see  their  deliberations  on  the  record  on  request. 
The  Panel  consists  of  5  voting  members  and  a  non-voting  Secretary  and  membership  in 
1997  comprised: 

R.  I.  Thorpe  (Chairman)  —  Meirionnydd 

D.  Astins  —  Pembroke 

P.  Bristow  —  Glamorgan 

S.  J.  Moon  —  Glamorgan 

M.  Hughes  —  Clwyd 

J.  Green  (non-voting  Secretary)  —  Ceredigion;  address:  Crud-yr-Awel,  Bowls  Road, 
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Blaenporth,  Cardigan  SA43  2AR. 

The  species  considered  by  the  Welsh  Records  Panel  are: 

Cory’s  Shearwater,  Great  Shearwater,  Purple  Heron,  White  Stork,  Bean  Goose,  Ring¬ 
necked  Duck,  Ferruginous  Duck,  Surf  Scoter,  Montagu’s  Harrier,  Rough-legged  Buzzard, 
Golden  Eagle,  Spotted  Crake,  Crane,  Stone  Curlew,  Kentish  Plover,  Temminck’s  Stint,  Pectoral 
Sandpiper,  Buff-breasted  Sandpiper,  Red-necked  Phalarope,  Short-toed  Lark,  Woodlark, 
Shorelark,  Bee-eater,  Richard’s  Pipit,  Tawny  Pipit,  Bluethroat,  Savi’s  Warbler,  Aquatic 
Warbler,  Marsh  Warbler,  Icterine  Warbler,  Melodious  Warbler,  Dartford  Warbler,  Barred 
Warbler,  Pallas’s  Warbler,  Red-breasted  Flycatcher,  Woodchat  Shrike,  Serin,  Common 
Rosefinch,  Cirl  Bunting,  Ortolan  Bunting,  Little  Bunting. 

TREATMENT  OF  RECORDS  IN  THE  WELSH  BIRD  REPORT 

The  Systematic  List  covers  the  calendar  year  1997  unless  otherwise  indicated. 
Additions  and  corrections  for  previous  years  are  recorded  in  the  main  Systematic  List,  with 
the  relevant  year  shown.  For  wildfowl  and  waders  monthly  maximum  counts  for  the  main 
Welsh  sites  are  tabulated  as  they  are  available.  They  are  not  yet  complete.  It  should  be  noted 
that  these  figures  do  not  represent  coordinated  counts  covering  all  Welsh  sites  on  a  single 
day  or  short  period  of  days.  They  are  simply  the  peak  count  noted  for  each  species  in  each 
site  in  each  month.  Some  overlap  may  therefore  occur  in  the  figures  within  large  sites, 
because  birds  possibly  shift  between  count  areas  during  the  month,  and  over  the  winter,  with 
movements  between  sites.  Thus  conclusions  about  total  numbers  in  Wales  should  be  drawn 
with  caution  from  these  figures.  Nevertheless  they  show  clearly  the  comparative  importance 
of  sites,  the  scale  of  populations  involved  and  the  seasonal  pattern  of  occurrence. 

The  records  for  many  scarcer  migrants  have  been  summarised  to  show  the  total 
recorded  in  spring  and/or  autumn,  the  spread  of  dates  on  which  recorded,  the  monthly  totals 
to  show  the  pattern  of  occurrence  and  the  total  seen  in  each  county.  Note  that,  in  calculating 
monthly  totals,  individual  birds  which  are  seen  in  more  than  one  month  are  recorded  for 
each.  Thus  the  numbers  shown  in  these  tables  will  differ  from  the  total  of  birds  seen,  which 
is  always  shown  separately. 

Comment  in  the  Systematic  List  is  confined  to  1997,  apart  from  additions  and 
corrections  to  previous  years.  For  species  marked  *  in  the  Systematic  List  all  records 
received  have  been  summarised.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  given.  That  some 
regularly  occurring  species  thus  have  no  entry  for  1997  means  neither  that  they  did  not 
occur  nor  that  we  are  not  interested  in  them.  We  hope  that  such  gaps  will  encourage 
observers  to  provide  systematic  information. 

For  1997  information  is  published  for  all  Welsh  vice-counties.  Wader  figures  are  still 
not  as  complete  for  north  Wales  as  we  would  like  but  the  Notes  section  includes  a 
retrospective  table  of  autumn  and  winter  peaks  for  waders  at  Traeth  Lafan  Caernarfon. 
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CLASSIFIED  RECORDS  FOR  1997 

The  following  abbreviations  are  used  in  this  list:  county  names  are  used  as  shown  on 
the  map  on  page  3,  printed  in  bold  type  to  distinguish  them  from  towns  of  the  same  name; 
months  are  abbreviated  to  the  first  3  letters,  except  June  and  July  (in  full)  and  September 
(Sept.);  S,  N,  E,  W  etc,  cardinal  points  of  the  compass;  max.  and  min.,  maximum/maxima 
and  minimum/minima;  Est.  Estuary;  Res.  reservoir;  R.  river;  NNR,  LNR,  NR,  nature 
reserves  of  various  designations;  GC  golf  course;  A/F  airfield;  CP  country  park;  GP  gravel 
pits;  S/F  sewage  works;  s/p  summer  plumage;  w/p  winter  plumage;  c/s  clutch  size,  b/s  brood 
size.  In  wader  and  wildfowl  tables  the  following  abbreviations  of  place  names  are  used:  PW, 
part  of  the  coastal  area  of  the  Wentlooge  Levels  Gwent;  B ’ pill,  Blackpill,  Swansea  Bay; 
Burry  (S),  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet;  Burry  (N),  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet; 
T/T/G,  the  Taf/Tywi/Gwendraeth  estuary  complex  in  Carmarthen;  D/Glas.,  the 
Dwyryd/Glaslyn  estuary  in  Meirionnydd;  A  *  by  the  species  name  indicates  that  all  records 
are  given  or  used  in  the  summary.  Otherwise  only  selected  records  are  shown. 

RED-THROATED  DIVER  Gavia  stellata  *  TROCHYDD  GYDDFGOCH 

Noted  until  May  26th  and  from  Sept.  8th  and  off  all  coasts.  As  usual  the  largest  winter 
concentration  was  in  Cardigan  Bay,  where  a  coordinated  count  from  Clarach  Ceredigion  to 
Pwllheli  Caernarfon  on  Jan.  25th  recorded  a  total  of  1916  birds,  mainly  off  Borth,  with 
1023,  and  Aberdysnni,  with  640.  Low  numbers  only  there  at  the  end  of  the  year,  with  max. 
of  67  off  Borth  on  Oct.  5th.  Elsewhere  at  least  110  were  present  round  the  Pembroke  coast 
during  January  to  March,  with  max.  counts  of  60  in  Goultrop  Roads  on  Jan.  19th  and  23  off 
Amroth  on  28th.  There  were  up  to  24  in  Carmarthen  Bay  Gower/Carmarthen  during 
October  to  December  and,  in  the  north,  max.  counts  were  65  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  Jan. 
26th  and  44  on  Sept.  14th.  None  was  reported  inland. 

In  the  autumn  a  total  of  59  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  between  Sept.  8th  and  the 
end  of  December,  max.  8  on  Dec.  27th. 

BLACK-THROATED  DIVER  G.  arctica*  TROCHYDD  GYDDFDDU 

A  total  of  45  recorded,  30  in  the  early  months  until  Apr.  22nd  and  15  at  the  end  of  the  year 
from  Aug.  20th  (when  there  was  one  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke),  in  Gwent  (1), 
Glamorgan  (c.  1 4),  Carmarthen  (2),  Pembroke  (18),  Ceredigion  (4),  Caernarfon  (3)  and 
Anglesey  (3).  All  were  offshore  except  for  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Jan.  25th 
and  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  29th.  Monthly  totals  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

Aug. 

Sept 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

17  11  4 

3 

1 

2 

4 

5  3 

GREAT  NORTHERN  DIVER  G.  immer* 

TROCHYDD  MAWR 

Recorded  until  Apr.  24th  in  the  early  months,  3  seen  in  June  and  recorded  from  Sept.  13th  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  A  total  of  c.99  was  noted,  in  Glamorgan  (at  least  6),  Carmarthen  (3- 
4),  Pembroke  (77),  Ceredigion  (5),  Radnor  (1),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Caernarfon  (3)  and 
Anglesey  (2).  Monthly  totals  cannot  be  calculated  from  the  data  provided  but  at  least  22 
were  present  in  the  early  months,  there  was  one  in  s/p  at  Port  Eynon  Point  Gower  on  June 
21st  and  2  similar  birds  at  Ceibwr  Pembroke  on  22nd,  and  a  total  of  74  in  the  latter  months. 
These  included  47  past  Strumble  Head  from  Oct.  10th  to  end  December,  max.  25  on  Dec. 
12th.  Inland  there  was  one  at  Craig  Goch  Res.  Radnor,  from  Nov.  21 -Dec.  25th. 

LITTLE  GREBE  Tachybaptus  ruficollis  GWYACH  FACH 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gwent:  6  pairs  bred  in  4  sites,  at  least  3  pairs  being  double- 
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brooded,  and  pairs  or  birds  seen  at  5  other  sites;  Glamorgan:  breeding  in  5  sites,  all  in  E. 
Glamorgan;  Ceredigion:  5-6  pairs  noted  as  colonising  recently  flooded  peat  cuttings  at  Cors 
Caron;  Brecon:  9  pairs  raised  a  min.  of  1 1  young  in  8  sites.  Two  regular  sites  were  found 
unoccupied;  Radnor:  successful  breeding  noted  at  the  Begwyns  and  Llanbwchllyn  only; 
Montgomery:  single  pairs  bred  at  2  sites;  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  raised  9  young  at  Conwy 
RSPB;  Anglesey:  a  good  breeding  season  at  both  Llyn  Alaw  and  Llyn  Cefni,  6  pairs  bred  at 
Valley  Lakes  RSPB  and  3  pairs  raised  3  young  at  Malltraeth  RSPB;  Denbigh:  a  total  of  4 
successful  pairs,  rearing  at  least  9  young,  was  found  in  3  sites  and  birds  were  present  in  3 
more;  Flint:  a  total  of  4  pairs  raised  young  in  3  sites  and  birds  present  in  one  other.  These 
are  not  complete  censuses  but  give  some  idea  of  distribution  and  status. 

GREAT  CRESTED  GREBE  Podiceps  cristatus  GWYACH  FAWR  GOPOG 

1994:  In  Caernarfon  a  max.  of  508  at  Traeth  Lafan  on  Aug.  30th. 

1997:  As  usual  Cardigan  Bay  held  the  largest  wintering  concentration,  with  a  max.  count  of 
396  off  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  21st  and  a  total  of  412  in  a  coordinated  count  from 
Clarach  Ceredigion  to  Pwllheli  Caernarfon  on  25th,  including  324  off  Borth  and  53  off 
Morfa  Harlech.  In  the  Dee  Est.  Flint  51  around  Bagillt  Bank  in  August  increased  to  242  in 
September  and  220  in  October,  numbers  declining  to  164  in  November  and  30  in  December. 
Elsewhere  there  were  32  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  Jan.  26th  and  44  on  Sept.  9th.  There  were  also 
significant  flocks  wintering  in  Swansea  Bay  Glamorgan,  with  max.  of  95  off  Blackpill  in 
January,  56  off  Aberavon  beach  on  Feb.  13th  and  92  there  on  Dec.  13th,  and  Traeth  Lafan 
Caernarfon,  with  a  max.  of  70  in  February. 

Breeding  records  received  were:  Gwent:  4  pairs  reared  12  young  at  Llandegfedd  Res., 
one  reared  2  young  at  Ynysyfro  Res.  and  one  failed  elsewhere;  Glamorgan:  7  pairs  reared 
14  young  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  and  pairs  bred  at  4  other  sites;  Carmarthen:  a  pair  reared 
one  young  at  Usk  Res.;  Pembroke:  a  pair  hatched  one  chick  at  Rosebush  Res.,  the  third 
breeding  record  for  the  county;  Ceredigion:  pairs  were  present  at  2  sites  but  no  evidence  of 
successful  breeding;  Brecon:  2  pairs  reared  a  total  of  3  young  but  4  failed  at  Llangorse 
Lake.  Elsewhere  pairs  failed  at  2  sites  but  one  reared  2  young  at  Usk  Res.;  Radnor:  1-2 
pairs  reared  2-3  young  at  Llanbwchllyn;  Montgomery:  single  pairs  bred  at  5  sites  and  3 
pairs  failed  at  Lake  Vyrnwy;  Anglesey:  at  least  7  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw,  9  at  Valley  Lakes 
RSPB  and  one  pair  with  2  young  at  Malltraeth  RSPB;  Denbigh:  single  pairs  bred  at  Llyn 
Brenig  (failed),  Llyn  Bran  (2  young),  Dolwen  Res.  (2  young)  and  Acton  Park  (3  young)  and 
birds  present  on  Gresford  Flash;  Flint:  2  families  present  at  Llyn  Helyg  on  Aug.  10th  and 
birds  present  on  Shotton  Pools. 

RED-NECKED  GREBE  P.  grisegena*  GWYACH  YDDFGOCH 

1996:  In  E.  Glamorgan  single  birds  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  Jan.  9-Feb.  10th  and  Llanishen 
Res.  from  Feb.  25-Mar.  23rd. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Pembroke:  single  birds  at  the  Gann  from  Jan.  3-Feb.  7th,  Newgale 
on  Jan.  4th,  Angle  Bay  on  Mar.  13th,  Skokholm  on  May  21st,  Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  31st 
and  in  Fishguard  Harbour  from  Dec.  12-3 1st;  Ceredigion:  one  off  Borth  on  Dec.  7th; 
Caernarfon:  singles  at  Llyn  Padarn  and  Pwllheli  Harbour  on  Feb.  25th  and  Bardsey  on 
Apr.  15th;  Denbigh:  one  off  Llanddulas  on  Oct.  29th. 

SLAVONIAN  GREBE  P.  auritus*  GWYACH  GORNIOG 

1996:  Five  in  s/p  off  Wemffrwd  Gower  on  May  6th. 

1997:  Present  until  Apr.  6th  and  from  Sept.  1 1th,  with  c.76  birds  altogether,  in  Glamorgan 
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(23-24),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (17),  Ceredigion  (2),  Meirionnydd  (at  least  20), 
Caernarfon  (9)  and  Anglesey  (4).  Most  were  seen  offshore  and  the  main  groups  were  up  to 

I I  off  Whiteford  Point  Glamorgan  during  January  to  March  and  5  there  during  November 
and  December,  in  Pembroke  parties  of  4  in  Angle  Bay  and  off  Druidstone/Newgale  during 
January  and  February  and  5  in  Angle  Bay  on  Dec.  18th,  max.  of  11  off  Morfa  Harlech 
Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  25th  and  9  on  Nov.  2nd  and  9  off  Llanfairfechan  Caernarfon  on  Jan. 
25th.  Inland  singles  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  from  Feb.  16-Mar.  1st  and  2  there 
from  Dec.  18-3 1st  and  one  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  from  Feb.  24-Apr.  6th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

44  16  23  1  1  1  17  17 

BLACK-NECKED  GREBE  P.  nigricollis*  GWYACH  YDDFDDU 

A  total  of  19  recorded,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (7),  Pembroke  (1),  Radnor  (one  at 
Llanbwchllyn  on  May  19th),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (4),  and  Flint 
( 1).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4045100120  13 

FULMAR  Fulmarus  glacialis  ADERYN-DRYCIN  GRAIG 

Counts  of  apparently  occupied  breeding  sites  were  recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  Pennard 
Cliffs  one,  Minden  Hole  one,  Devil’s  Truck  4,  Kitchen  Corner  4  and  Blue  Pool  Bay  3; 
Pembroke:  a  complete  county  survey  found  2591.  Results  at  regularly  monitored  stations 
showed  a  further  4%  increase  cf  1996;  170  sites  at  Skokholm  and  321  at  Ramsey  had  76  and 

I I I  young  respectively  in  August,  whilst  662  sites  on  Skomer  averaged  0.60  young.  The 
overall  mean  from  these  figures  is  0.51  young/site;  Ceredigion:  257  occupied  sites  counted 
between  New  Quay  and  Penbryn;  Meirionnydd:  30+  nests  on  Friog  cliffs;  Caernarfon:  35 
occupied  sites  at  Bardsey,  a  further  slight  reduction;  Flint:  there  were  38  birds  in  Prestatyn 
quarry  on  Mar.  30th.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

CORY’S  SHEARWATER  Calonectris  diomedea*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  CORY 

One  off  Pembrey  Carmarthen  on  Aug.  5th. 

SOOTY  SHEARWATER  Pujfinus  griseus*  ADERYN-DRYCIN  DU 

In  Gower  one  off  Port  Eynon  Point,  seen  from  the  Cork  Ferry,  on  Aug.  17th;  in  Pembroke 
singles  off  Skokholm  on  July  13th  and  Sept.  3rd  and  15th  and  off  St.  Govans  Head  on  July 
23rd.  Off  Strumble  Head  52  passed  between  Aug.  27th  and  Oct.  11th,  max.  14  on  Sept.  5th; 
In  Caernarfon  an  unusual  winter  record  of  one  off  Criccieth  on  Feb.  24th  and  singles  off 
Bardsey  on  3  dates  in  September,  with  5  on  Oct.  10th. 

MANX  SHEARWATER  P.  pujfinus  ADERYN-DRYCIN  MANAW 

No  breeding  survey  was  done  in  Pembroke  but  heavy  rain  in  early  August  caused  the  death 
of  many  chicks  by  flooding  burrows.  The  breeding  population  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  was 
also  not  censused.  The  largest  evening  gatherings  there  involved  rafts  of  3000  birds  in  May. 

Summer  movements  off  the  Glamorgan  coast  included  max.  of  1044  off  Port  Eynon 
Point  on  June  16th,  1700+  up-channel  past  Porthcawl  on  17th,  855+  down-channel  there  on 
20th,  4108  off  Port  Eynon  Point  on  July  5th  and  2600  off  Oxwich  on  Aug.  9th;  on  17th 
c.6000  were  seen  from  the  Cork  Ferry  off  Port  Eynon  Point.  In  Ceredigion  flocks  varying 
from  2000  to  5000  birds  were  noted  feeding  in  Borth  Bay  during  July  and  2400  passed 
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Aberystwyth  in  30  minutes  on  June  29th,  whilst  birds  were  passing  Mwnt  at  a  rate  of 
2000/hr  on  July  20th.  In  Flint  a  max.  of  846  W  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  June  14th. 

Inland  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  June  22nd,  one  at  Cosmeston  Lakes 
Glamorgan  on  Sept.  10th,  one  picked  up  in  the  main  road  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells  Brecon  on 
the  same  day,  released  at  the  coast  on  11th,  and  2  flew  into  the  BOS  plant  at  Port  Talbot 
Glamorgan  on  the  13th;  one  committed  suicide  and  the  other  was  caught  and  released.  See 
also  ringing  report  page  75. 

MEDITERRANEAN  SHEARWATER  P.  yelkouan  *  ADERYN-DRYC1N  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
In  Pembroke  singles  off  Skokholm  on  May  15th  and  on  4  dates  between  Aug.  1st  and  Sept. 
2nd,  from  the  Fishguard-Rosslare  Ferry  on  May  28th,  off  Grassholm  on  July  21st  and  a  total 
of  210  passing  Strumble  Head  between  July  13th  and  Dec.  26th,  max.  21  on  Sept.  1st.  In 
Ceredigion  there  were  2  off  Mwnt  on  both  Sept.  13th  and  Oct.  10th  and  one  off  Ynys-las  on 
Nov.  11th.  In  Caernarfon  32  passed  Bardsey  between  Aug.  29th  and  Oct.  31st,  max.  1 1  on 
Oct.  10th.  In  Flint  17  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  Sept.  6th  and  1 1  W  there  on  8th. 

LITTLE  SHEARWATER  P.  assimilis *  ADERYN-DRYCIN  BACH 

One  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  12th. 

WILSON’S  PETREL  Oceanites  oceanicus*  PEDRYN  WILSON 

One  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Sept.  5th,  the  5th  Welsh  record. 

STORM  PETREL  Hydrobates pelagicus*  PEDRYN DRYCIN 

No  breeding  censuses  were  conducted  but  breeding  was  again  suspected  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon,  with  birds  heard  calling  among  boulders  at  Briw  Gerrig  on  June  10th.  Single 
birds  were  seen  at  the  island  on  Apr.  18th,  June  8th  and  Sept.  3rd  and  6  were  attracted  to  a 
tape  lure  on  Aug.  15th. 

As  usual  some  summer  movements  were  noted  along  the  Bristol  Channel,  between 
June  7th  and  Aug.  28th,  with  a  max.  of  10  W  off  Tutt  Head  Glamorgan  on  June  20th. 
Singles  picked  up  at  Llanelli  Carmarthen  on  May  12th  and  off  Friog  Meirionnydd  and 
Criccieth  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  3rd  were  the  only  other  records.  See  also  page  75. 

LEACH’S  PETREL  Oceanodroma  leucorrhoa *  PEDRYN  GYNFFON-FFORCHOG 
In  Pembroke  one  off  Ramsey 
on  Sept.  13th  and  99  passed 
Strumble  Head  between  Sept. 

5th  and  Oct.  10th,  with  a  max. 
of  79  on  Sept.  13th.  One  was 
seen  there  on  the  very  late  date 
of  Dec.  26th.  In  Ceredigion  2 
off  Mwnt  on  Sept.  13th.  In 
Caernarfon  2  at  Bardsey 
Lighthouse  on  Sept.  7th  and 
singles  on  Oct.  5th  and  7th  and  there  was  one  off  Point  Lynas  Anglesey  on  Sept.  8th.  A 
large  autumn  movement  in  NW  England  was  reflected  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  with  a  total  of 
488  W  from  Sept.  7- 17th,  mostly  on  8th,  with  258,  and  9th,  with  198. 

GANNET  Morus  bassanus  HUGAN 

On  Grassholm  Pembroke  a  sample  count  of  343  nests  on  July  7th  showed  83%  with  healthy 
chicks  and  7%  with  eggs  being  incubated.  On  Oct.  31st  6  adults  and  40  young  were  found 


11 


dead  there  entangled  in  artificial  nesting  material;  one  adult  and  16  young  so  entangled  were 
still  alive  and  freed. 

CORMORANT  Phalacrocorax  carbo  MULFRAN 

1994:  Additional  colony  counts  were  640  nests  at  Puffin  Island  Anglesey  and  78  at  Great 
Orme  and  354  at  Little  Orme  Caernarfon. 

1997:  A  complete  survey  in  Pembroke  found  303  pairs  in  7  colonies.  The  largest  was  187 
pairs  at  St.  Margaret’s  Island,  which  had  declined  by  a  further  8.8%.  At  Green  Scar  36  nests 
had  an  average  c/s  of  3.5.  In  Ceredigion  there  were  73  nests  in  the  Penderi  colony  (96  in 
1996)  and  39  in  3  colonies  between  New  Quay  and  Penbryn.  In  Caernarfon  25  pairs  bred  at 
Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr  and  47  at  Ynys  Gwylan  Bach. 

Systematic  counts  from  the  main  estuarine  and  inland  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

20 

1 

17 

1 

1 

19 

80 

70 

18 

30 

Uskmouth 

7 

1 

5 

6 

2 

6 

26 

45 

1 

28 

10 

Gower 

Whiteford  Point 

7 

4 

20 

9 

14 

36 

55 

71 

80 

71 

49 

41 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

14 

19 

19 

8 

9 

20 

32 

71 

37 

37 

26 

18 

Queen's  Dock  Swansea 

70 

43 

126 

3 

9 

17 

61 

65 

40 

27 

Blue  Pool  Bay 

23 

19 

21 

88 

66 

51 

32 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

22 

24 

9 

7 

9 

12 

12 

21 

21 

11 

10 

38 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

32 

26 

21 

11 

6 

7 

6 

52 

15 

22 

9 

7 

T/T/G 

5 

39 

14 

2 

19 

34 

120 

66 

38 

108 

71 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

17 

24 

8 

49 

65 

29 

25 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

50 

56 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

4 

12 

174 

18 

Dysynni 

7 

9 

16 

33 

48 

83 

17 

29 

15 

12 

15 

Flint  Oakenholt 

65 

59 

32 

9 

5 

5 

6 

12 

67 

64 

80 

94 

Gronant 

5 

150 

219 

58 

71 

89 

68 

52 

Rhyl 

260 

272 

237 

There  were  also  98  at  Newport  Docks  Gwent  on  Jan.  16th. 

SHAG  P.  aristotelis  MULFRAN  WERDD 

1994:  There  were  3  nests  on  Little  Orme  Caernarfon. 

1997:  Breeding  counts  were:  Gower:  a  pair  reared  2  young  at  Thurba  Head;  Pembroke:  a 
complete  census  found  118  nests,  the  largest  colony  being  33  nests  at  Middleholm; 
Ceredigion:  8  nests  in  the  Penderi  colony  and  19  between  New  Quay  and  Penbryn,  an 
increase  of  7  cf  1996;  Caernarfon:  18  pairs  bred  at  Bardsey  and  82  on  Ynysoedd  Gwylan; 
Anglesey:  7  nests  at  Point  Lynas.  A  coordinated  count  in  Cardigan  Bay  on  Jan.  25th  (see 
under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  a  total  of  58. 

BITTERN  Botaurus  stellaris*  ADERYN  Y BWN 

1996:  In  E.  Glamorgan  one  at  Abercwmboi  Lake  from  Jan.  2-Apr.  17th,  up  to  2  at  Kenfig 
Pool  from  Jan.  13-Mar.  23rd  and  again  from  Nov.  16-Dec.  29th,  making  a  total  of  21  for  the 
year  for  Wales. 

1997:  A  total  of  27  recorded,  with  a  marked  influx  in  the  January  cold  snap,  in  Gwent  (1), 
Glamorgan  (7),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (9),  Ceredigion  (4)  and  Anglesey  (5). 
Monthly  totals  were  Jan.  (15),  Feb.  (7),  Mar.  (8),  Apr.  (1),  Nov.  (1)  and  Dec.  (4). 
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NIGHT  HERON  Nycticorax  nycticorax*  CREYR  Y  NOS 

A  juvenile  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  July  7-30th  was  the  earliest  record  for  a 
juvenile  for  Britain. 

CATTLE  EGRET  Bubulcus  ibis  CREYR  Y  GWARTHEG 

1996:  One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Apr.  30th  was  the  7th  Welsh  record;  5  of  the  6  previous 
records  were  for  1981. 

LITTLE  EGRET  Egretta  garzetta  *  CREYR  BA  CH 

Present  throughout  the  year  and  recorded  widely  around  the  coast  but  none  in  inland 
counties  and  the  only  inland  records  were  in  Gwent,  with  singles  at  Usk  on  Jan.  12th  and 
Gobion  on  July  30th,  and  Glamorgan,  with  singles  at  Fendrod  Lake  over  May  4-5th  and 
Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  from  Aug.  3-6th,  neither  far  from  salt  water.  The  main  site  was,  as 
usual,  the  Burry  Inlet,  where  monthly  max.  were  as  follows: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
Burry  S  7  6  1  10  3  17  20 

Burry  N  4  6  22  4  2  2  11  23  19  16  15  1 

The  counts  for  Burry  N  are  the  highest  of  monthly  totals  recorded  at  the  Upper 
Loughor  or  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen.  The  assumption  must  also  be  that  the  counts  from 
either  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  involve  many  of  the  same  birds  and,  assuming  so,  the  total  for 
Wales  was  c.128  birds,  in  Gwent  (5),  Glamorgan  (5),  Glamorgan/Carmarthen  (c.46), 
Pembroke  (c.45),  Ceredigion  (8-10),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (6),  Anglesey  (2)  and 
Flint  (9).  Approximate  monthly  totals  are  tabulated.  Again  they  assume  much  duplication  in 
the  Burry  Inlet.  They  also  exclude  Pembroke  for  July  to  November;  there  a  total  of  4  in 
June  increased  steadily  to  20  in  December. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

30  27  42  21  12  8  17+  35+  37+  21+  19+  42 

GREAT  WHITE  EGRET  Ardea  alba  CREYR  MA  WR  GWYN 

In  Glamorgan  one  at  Kenfig  on  July  22nd. 

GREY  HERON  A.  cinerea  CREYR  GLAS 

1996:  A  total  of  156  occupied  nests  found  in  8  colonies  in  Gwent. 

1997:  Colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  127-129  nests  counted  in  7  colonies. 
One  colony  was  not  counted;  Gower:  58  nests  in  8  colonies,  a  further  small  increase.  A  new 
colony  was  found  at  Cilfrew  and  the  largest  colony  was  of  12  nests  at  Gowerton; 
Pembroke:  59  nests  in  7  colonies,  the  largest  being  19  at  Upton;  Ceredigion:  the  annual 
census  found  85  nests  in  1 1  colonies;  Brecon:  60  nests  in  5  colonies,  the  largest  of  25  at 
Ashford;  Radnor:  6  nests  at  Flos-y-Bontbren  was  the  only  report;  Montgomery:  41  nests 
in  6  colonies;  Caernarfon:  a  colony  in  Benarth  had  a  max.  of  20  birds;  Denbigh:  the 
colony  at  Lleweni  Hall  had  a  max.  of  52  birds;  Anglesey:  2  nests  at  Tregele  and  6  in  a 
reedbed  near  Bryngwran.  No  other  Welsh  colonies  reported  on.  See  also  page  66. 

PURPLE  HERON  A  purpurea  *  CREYR  P  ORFF  OR 

An  adult  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  on  Apr.  27th. 

WHITE  STORK  Ciconia  ciconia  *  CICONIA  GWYN 

One  at  Bridgend  Glamorgan  on  Mar.  1st. 
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SPOONBILL  Platalea  leucorodia*  LLWYBIG 

1996:  Singles  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  from  May  15- 18th  and  the  Ogmore  Est. 
Glamorgan  on  July  4th. 

1997:  There  were  records  involving  c.ll  birds  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  singles  at 
Penclacwydd  from  Apr.  16-20th,  June  11-1 3th  and  on  July  11th;  Ceredigion/Montgomery: 
2  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  Oct.  17th  departed  W  down  the  estuary;  Meirionnydd:  one  at  the 
Broadwater  on  Sept.  20th;  Caernarfon:  3  1st  winter  birds  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Dec.  2nd  and 
4th  were  presumed  to  come  from  the  Dee.  Est.  (qv),  as  perhaps  did  3  over  the  Inland  Sea 
Anglesey  on  3rd;  Denbigh:  one  in  the  Clwyd  Est.  from  Sept.  27-Oct.  4th,  probably  from  the 
Dee  Est.  (qv);  Flint:  up  to  4  were  present  in  the  Dee  Est.  during  the  second  half  of  the  year, 
birds  being  seen  at  intervals  at  various  sites  on  the  Welsh  side  from  Sept.  4th  until  at  least 
Nov.  16th,  including  2  together  at  Oakenholt  over  Sept.  1 8-  19th. 

MUTF  SWAN  Cygnus  olor  MARCH  DOF 

Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  16  pairs  bred  in  14  sites  with  at  least  49 
young  seen,  28  certainly  fledging;  Glamorgan:  19  pairs  bred  in  18  sites,  5  failed  and  14  were 
seen  with  a  total  of  60  young  but  not  all  fledged;  Ceredigion:  6  pairs  bred  along  the  R.  Teifi 
and  at  least  2  others  reported;  Brecon:  of  a  county  total  of  12  breeding  pairs  in  7  sites,  5  raised 
18  young  and  7  failed;  Montgomery:  3  pairs  raised  6  young  at  Dolydd  Hafren  and  13  pairs 
bred  along  the  Welshpool  canal;  Caernarfon:  a  pair  reared  6  young  at  Conwy  RSPB; 
Anglesey:  breeding  noted  at  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Cefni,  Llyn  Traffwll,  along  Afon  Cefni  and  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB;  Denbigh:  pairs  bred  at  Ruabon  (6  young  all  killed),  Gresford  Flash  (4 
young),  Erddig  (nest)  and  Acton  Park  (failed);  Flint:  at  least  4  pairs  at  sites  around  the  Dee 
Est.,  2  rearing  13  young  and  2  failing,  a  pair  reared  6  young  at  Llyn  Helyg  and  a  nest  at  Rhyl. 
Systematic  counts  made  at  9  sites  are  tabulated  as  monthly  max.: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  The  Knap 

133 

85 

Port  Talbot  Docks 

4 

6 

7 

1 

9 

14 

22 

18 

17 

2 

2 

3 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

7 

2 

2 

5 

10 

27 

24 

26 

23 

7 

3 

3 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

30 

53 

50 

34 

46 

53 

49 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Est. 

10 

6 

12 

53 

21 

5 

7 

Brecon  Glasbury 

90 

95 

92 

Meirionnydd  D/Glas 

12 

13 

12 

Dysynni 

2 

2 

6 

9 

11 

5 

5 

9 

Flint  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

70 

50 

110 

101 

36 

9 

0 

0 

4 

10 

3 

6 

Other  significant  counts  were  85  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  late  July  to  December, 
54  at  Pool  Quay  Montgomery  on  Feb.  3rd,  48  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Aug.  15th  and  54  on 
Sept.  19th. 


BEWICK’S  SWAN  C.  columbianus*  MARCH  BEWICK 

There  was  a  large  influx  in  the  January  cold  snap,  involving  about  300  birds  in  all. 
Otherwise  rather  few  recorded.  All  records  were:  Gwent:  parties  totalling  up  to  63  birds  in  7 
localities  in  the  first  week  January  but  the  degree  of  overlap  in  these  records  is  uncertain. 
Then  24  at  Llandowlais  from  Feb.  14-20th  and  4  at  the  Nedem  on  Mar.  15th.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  one  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  on  Nov.  2nd  and  up  to  27  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  and  the 
Nedern  in  December;  Glamorgan:  5  adults  and  4  immatures  at  Wernffrwd  on  Jan.  5th  and  9 
E  over  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  (the  same?)  on  12th;  Carmarthen:  a  max.  of  29  in  the  Tywi 
valley  between  Nantgaredig  and  Carmarthen  on  Jan.  10th  and  18  at  Llandeilo  from  Feb.  8- 


14 


15th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  4  at  Rhosmaen  on  Dec.  19th  was  the  only  record;  Pembroke:  in 
January  21  at  Bosherston,  which  stayed  until  late  February,  16  in  the  St.  David’s  area  from 
4-7th,  7  at  Tresaes  from  31st  to  Feb.  10th  and  19  at  Bicton  Res.  from  Jan.  6-25th,  with  4  to 
30th.  Records  of  6  at  Lawrenny  on  1st,  16  at  Llangloffan  on  12th  and  17  at  Milford  Haven 
on  24th  seem  likely  to  be  related  to  the  main  flocks  listed.  One  at  St.  David’s  on  Dec.  5th 
was  the  only  other  record;  Ceredigion:  15  at  Ynys-hir  on  Jan.  12th  and  21  there  on  Mar. 
14th;  Brecon:  9  at  Glasbury  on  Jan.  2nd.  At  the  end  of  the  year  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Oct. 
21st  and  singles  at  Glasbury  over  21 -22nd  and  at  Talybont  Res.  over  Dec.  27-28th;  Radnor: 
6  along  R.  Wye  at  Bronydd  on  Jan.  28th;  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  5  in  the  Dwyryd/ 
Glaslyn  Est.  on  Jan.  2nd  and  one  from  Nov.  25th;  Caernarfon:  5  at  Llanystymdwg  on  Feb. 
2nd;  Anglesey:  2  at  Llyn  Cefni  on  Jan.  1st;  Flint:  monthly  max.  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm/ 
Shotwick  were  Jan.  (107),  Feb.  (108),  Mar.  (19),  Oct.  (15),  Nov.  (28)  and  Dec.  (66);  3  over 
Point  of  Ayr  on  Nov.  15th.  See  also  ringing  report  page  77. 

WHOOPER  SWAN  C.  cygnus  ALARCH  Y  GOGLEDD 

The  main  wintering  groups  recorded  were:  Ceredigion:  a  max.  at  Cors  Caron  of  9  on  Jan. 
6th;  Meirionnydd/Caernarfon:  max.  in  the  Glaslyn  marshes  were  Jan.  (35),  Feb.  (14),  Oct. 
(70)  and  Dec.  (53);  Anglesey:  max.  in  the  Llyn  Alaw  area  were  43  at  Llandeusant  on  Jan. 
1 1th,  45  on  Mar.  20th  and  24  at  Llyn  Alaw  Oct.  24th,  12  on  Nov.  2nd  and  9  on  Dec.  1st;  an 
apparently  healthy  bird  there  from  May  2-9th. 

Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  records  until  Apr.  11th  and  from  Oct.  15th.  The  monthly 
totals  again  suggest  a  marked  January  influx,  as  with  Bewick’s  Swan. 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

89  31  17  6  13  31  46 

BEAN  GOOSE  Anserfabalis  *  G  WYDD  Y  LLAFUR 

The  bird  at  Ffairfach  Carmarthen  in  December  1996  remained  until  Jan.  7th. 

PINK-FOOTED  GOOSE  A.  brachyrhynchus  *  G  WYDD  DROED-BINC 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Jan.  5th  and  at  Llanbadoc  over  10- 
11th;  Carmarthen/Ceredigion:  one  with  the  Newcastle  Emlyn  Canada  Goose  flock  on  Jan. 
12th  and  in  December  was  also  seen  at  Cardigan  on  Jan.  12th;  Pembroke:  2  at  Hook  from 
Jan.  5- 14th;  Caernarfon:  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Mar.  31st;  Anglesey:  2  at  Llyn  Traffwll 
on  Jan.  2nd,  52  at  Llyn  Alaw  on  4th,  57  on  7th,  90  on  9th  and  13th  and  104  on  23rd;  Flint: 
one  in  the  Clwyd  Est.  on  Jan.  2nd  and  4th  and  at  Gronant  on  Feb.  1st,  3  at  Flint  Marsh  on 
Mar.  8th,  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  160  N  on  Jan.  1st,  otherwise  monthly  max.  of  Jan.  (26),  Feb. 
(25)  and  Mar.  (95);  2  there  from  Oct.  28-Nov.  5th. 

WHITE-FRONTED  GOOSE  A.  albifrons  *  G  WYDD  DALCEN-  WEN 

The  wintering  flock  of  the  race  flavirostris  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion  was  present  until 
Apr.  22nd  and  from  Sept.  22nd,  with  max.  of  124  in  the  early  months  and  76  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  first  return  date  was  the  earliest  ever  recorded.  The  wintering  flock  of  the  race 
albifrons  at  Dryslwyn  Carmarthen  did  not  appear  and  must  be  regarded  as  defunct. 
Elsewhere  rather  few  records  gave  monthly  totals  in  Wales  of: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

flavirostris 

albifrons 

14 

2 

1 

12 

race  unknown 

2  1  1 

8 

2 

6 

15 


GREYLAG  GOOSE  A  anser  GWYDD  WYLLT 

Feral  populations  are  well  established  in  Wales  and  breed.  The  main  flocks  recorded  were: 
Carmarthen:  a  max.  of  59  at  Ginst  Point  in  November;  Ceredigion:  max.  at  Llyn  Eiddwen 
of  72  on  Nov.  12th  and  at  Ynys-hir  of  56  on  Dec.  6th;  Meirionnydd:  max.  of  60  in  the 
Glaslyn  marshes  in  January  and  40  in  September;  Anglesey:  a  max.  of  75  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB  on  Sept.  4th;  Denbigh:  245  at  Pont  Glanywern  on  Mar.  10th.  No  definitely  wild  birds 
were  noted. 


CANADA  GOOSE  Branta  canadensis  GWYDD  CANADA 

Monthly  max.  for  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

482 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

424 

335 

259 

621 

606 

741 

701 

1020 

Newcastle  Emlyn 

148 

1 

32 

30 

29 

159 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

330 

520 

Glasbury 

250 

Montgomery 

Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas 

250 

Flint  Inner  Dee  Est. 

746 

500 

119 

490 

850 

800 

750 

Smaller  flocks  were  recorded  in  several  areas  and  there  is  little  doubt  that  this  bird  is 
increasing  rapidly. 

BARNACLE  GOOSE  B.  leucopsis  *  G  WYDD  WYRAN 

Recorded  in  every  month  and  in  every  county  supplying  records  except  Montgomery  and 
Meirionnydd.  The  bulk  of  the  birds  are  undoubtedly  feral  and  a  pair  bred  successfully  at 
Roath  Park  Lake  Glamorgan,  but  a  genuinely  wild  flock  appears  to  be  establishing  itself  in 
the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion  where  there  were  26  from  Jan.  1st  to  Mar.  13th  and  28  on  Oct. 
26th  increasing  to  37  in  November  and  December.  Otherwise  a  total  of  45  in  Wales 
recorded,  with  approximate  monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 
14  67  86  8275  16  53 


BRENT  GOOSE  B.  bernicla 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  site,  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan,  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Sept.  Oct. 

765  1045  1015  5  0  665 


GWYDD  DDU 


Nov.  Dec. 
815  89 


Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  flocks  around  the  coast,  max.  52  hrota  at  Beddmanarch 
Bay  Anglesey  on  Jan.  1 1th.  There  were  inland  records  of  one  at  Glasbury  Radnor  on  Mar. 
19th  and  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon,  presumably  the  same,  on  21st.  Approximate  monthly 
totals  are  tabulated: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

bernicla 

11 

1 

41 

1 

21 

27 

5 

hrota 

69 

15 

50 

5 

4 

10 

16 

63 

race  unknown 

4 

25 

3 

2 

1 

13 

25 

7 

There  was  one  of  the  Nearctic  race  nigricans  (Black  Brant)  with  35  hrota  at 
Beddmanarch  Bay  Anglesey  from  Mar.  23-30th,  the  first  Welsh  record  of  this  form. 


SHELDUCK  Tadorna  tadorna  HWYADEN  YR  EITHIN 

Present  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  but  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  400  at 
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least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

380 

500 

235 

100 

50 

75 

44 

375 

75 

100 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est.750 

500 

150 

210 

1 

4 

572 

600 

823 

Burry  (S) 

1325 

1250 

775 

470 

75 

45 

60 

40 

25 

235 

560 

1080 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

716 

1064 

679 

197 

119 

102 

33 

19 

10 

107 

98 

158 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1023 

814 

647 

6 

60 

287 

517 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

398 

322 

390 

273 

229 

175 

73 

23 

23 

28 

194 

296 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

300 

165 

140 

156 

103 

153 

145 

13 

540 

1163 

1064 

488 

Bagillt  Bank 

185 

137 

105 

628 

527 

171 

170 

102 

Altogether  in  the  Dee  Est.  (see  under  Flint  above)  there  was  a  record 

count  of  10,418 

on  Oct.  19th,  mainly  on  the  English  side. 

Adults  with  young  were  noted  in  7  sites  along  the  Gwent  coast  and  in  Glamorgan  at  5 
coastal  sites,  with  a  max.  count  of  38  ducklings  at  Penclawdd  on  Aug.  18th.  In  Pembroke 
25  broods  totalling  186  ducklings  were  counted  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  and  20  pairs  were  found 
on  the  Teifi  Est.  but  only  3  young  seen;  a  pair  had  6  young  on  the  Nevern  Est.  In 
Montgomery  8  pairs  bred  at  Morfa  Dyfi  and  3  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey. 

WIGEON  Anas  penelope  CHWIWELL 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  200  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

10 

2 

33 

110 

425 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

5180 

3705 

65 

460 

2675 

2400 

2525 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

747 

737 

104 

314 

601 

708 

791 

Upper  Loughor 

217 

120 

28 

23 

41 

T/T/G 

993 

818 

32 

67 

151 

40 

80 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

2819 

862 

727 

447 

1274 

2259 

3058 

Ceredigion  Teifi  Est. 

293 

202 

138 

130 

114 

197 

249 

Dyfi  Est. 

4681 

3805 

390 

363 

1342 

2084 

2911 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

310 

946 

432 

180 

577 

550 

1073 

Dysynni 

953 

400 

630 

200 

1000 

2000 

800 

Caernarfon  Conwy  RSPB 

80 

96 

24 

150 

400 

80 

82 

Traeth  Lafan 

1218 

638 

142 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

1012 

498 

462 

194 

238 

477 

576 

Cemlyn 

273 

224 

85 

197 

158 

142 

Flint  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

3000' 

1200 

950 

1080 

250 

2350 

2500 

Oakenholt 

1500 

450 

400 

Bagillt  Bank* 

6200 

1060 

460 

85 

504 

420 

300 

*Low  tide  count.  Some  duplication  is  probable  in  the  Flint  counts. 

There  were  also  400  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  in  January,  a  max.  of  874  at  the  Inland  Sea 
Anglesey  on  Nov.  1st  and  400+  in  Kinmel  Bay  Denbigh  on  the  6th.  A  pair  was  present  at 
Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  until  July  25th  and  may  have  bred,  as  there  were  7  birds  there  on  Aug. 
15  th. 

AMERICAN  WIGEON  A.  americana  *  CHWIWELL  AMERICA 

1995:  A  female  at  Dingestow  Gwent  from  Aug.  26th-Sept.  10th. 

1996:  A  male  at  Lawrenny  Pembroke  on  Dec.  27th  stayed  until  Jan.  15th  1997. 

GADWALL  A.  strepera  HWYADEN  LWYD 

1996:  Max.  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  of  32  in  February  and  18  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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1997:  In  Anglesey  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw,  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  (10  pairs).  As 
usual  small  wintering  or  passage  groups  recorded  through  much  of  Wales.  Numbers  appear 
to  be  increasing  and  the  table  summarises  counts  from  the  main  sites  recorded.  In  addition 
there  were  at  least  80  in  Pembroke  during  January-March,  with  max.  of  21  at  Bicton  Res. 
and  25  at  Bosherston,  and  66  during  November-December,  with  max.  of  16  at  Marloes  Mere 
and  27  at  Herbranston,  and  a  max.  of  51  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  Anglesey  in  November. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov.  Dec. 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

3 

2 

0 

1 

8 

17  36 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

32 

45 

18 

7 

7 

15 

32  29 

Machynys 

21 

4 

1 

5 

8  3 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

19 

6 

5 

1 

4 

18  32 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

11 

12 

48 

62 

26 

Llyn  Traffwll 

10 

42 

10 

Flint  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

11 

7 

25 

3 

0 

7  10 

Shotwick  Lake 

33 

23 

TEAL  A.  crecca 

CORHWYADEN 

The  monthly  max.  at  the 

main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts 

of  200  at  least  once)  are 

tabulated  as  available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

570 

-650 

150 

370 

275 

550 

St.  Brides 

4 

254 

260 

5 

450 

Llandegfedd  Res. 

6 

60 

25 

17 

57 

250 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1820 

245 

45 

135 

410 

610 

1660 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1015 

610 

81 

386 

480 

1115 

147 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

2111 

895 

740 

128 

946 

729 

2594 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

230 

190 

80 

45 

145 

272 

338 

Teifi  Est. 

202 

100 

117 

53 

89 

248 

160 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

211 

50 

125 

90 

400 

121 

Caernarfon  Conwy  RSPB 

165 

42 

33 

154 

400 

214 

125 

Anglesey  Malltraeth  RSPB 

250 

250 

213 

765 

200 

Flint  Oakenholt 

580 

420 

220 

245 

400 

1800 

365 

Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

540 

190 

56 

260 

527 

442 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

2500 

1050 

310 

690 

1600 

2750 

2500 

There  were  also  max.  of  500  at  Uskmouth  Gwent  and 

260 

at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion 

in  January,  there  were  398  at  Llyn  Alaw  Anglesey  on  Dec.  12th,  and  max.  of  266  in  the 

Dwyryd/Glaslyn  Est.  Meirionnydd  in  Feb. 

Few  breeding  season  records.  In  Brecon  a  pair  was  seen  on  Mynydd  Epynt  in  late  May 
and  4  at  Brechfa  Pool  on  July  5th  included  3  eclipse  males,  there  was  a  male  on  a  pool  near 
Gwaunceste  Radnor  on  May  25th  and  2  pairs  bred  at  Morfa  Dyfi  Montgomery. 

A  bird  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  carolinensis  was  seen  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas 
Montgomery  during  April. 

MALLARD  A.  platyrhynchos  HWYADEN  WYLLT 

Winter  flocks  of  this  common  resident  and  winter  visitor  were  widespread  throughout 
Wales.  Numbers  seemed  low,  with  few  flocks  of  500+  noted  despite  augmentation  of  the 
wild  population  by  releases  for  shooting,  eg  of  1000  at  Glanusk  Estate  Brecon.  The  most 
important  sites  are  tabulated  on  page  19. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were  of  35  pairs  along 
R.  Usk  from  Fennifach  to  Talybont  Brecon,  with  fewer  and  smaller  broods  than  in  recent 
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years,  25  pairs  along  4km  of  R.  Clwyd  from  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  to  Lleweni  Hall  and  c.20 
pairs  rearing  c.40  young  at  Conwy  RSPB  Caernarfon.  See  also  page  66. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

500 

400 

750 

300 

250 

300 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

214 

308 

137 

400 

421 

329 

323 

Caernarfon  Conwy 

55 

42 

33 

400 

200 

54 

64 

Traeth  Lafan 

712 

194 

124 

PINTAIL  A.  acuta 

HWYADEN  LOSTFAIN 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at 

least  once)  are  tabulated 

as  available. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

400 

250 

50 

160 

105 

25 

15 

Nash  Pools 

70 

122 

38 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

419 

200 

40 

204 

300 

270 

Burry  (S) 

3490 

1640 

70 

90 

330 

1550 

1000 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1440 

925 

72 

25 

374 

679 

761 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

142 

203 

23 

66 

59 

66 

103 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas 

6 

36 

3 

180 

310 

250 

Flint  Oakenholt 

1600 

2600 

Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

3600 

2000 

300 

450 

3260 

4200 

3000 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

750 

1350 

299 

1770 

3150 

600 

15 

Point  of  Ayr 

460 

254 

65 

112 

178 

235 

Bagillt  Bank  is  the  main  low  water  loafing  area  for  this  species  within  the  Dee  Est.  and 
some  overlap  in  the  figures  from  the  estuary  must  be  expected. 

In  Pembroke  a  pair  at  Skomer  raised  one  young  but  the  female  appeared  to  be  a  hybrid 
Mallard/Pintail;  3  pairs  were  present  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  Flint  in  early  May  but  did  not 
breed  despite  much  display. 

GARGANEY  A.  querquedula  *  HWYADEN  ADDFAIN 

1996:  In  Glamorgan  there  was  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  from  May  1  -5th,  making  22-23  for  the 
year  in  Wales. 

1997:  A  total  of  20-22  altogether,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (2),  Carmarthen  (7-10), 
Pembroke  (1),  Ceredigion  (1),  Caernarfon  (1),  Meirionnydd  (2),  Anglesey  (2)  and  Flint 

(3).  There  were  16-18  in  spring  between  Mar.  9th  and  June  18th  and  4  in  autumn  between 
Aug.  5th  and  Oct.  16th.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

6  3-6  12  2  3  0  1 

BLUE- WINGED  TEAL  A.  discors*  CORHWYADEN  ASGELL-LAS 

A  male  seen  at  Talacre,  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  from  Oct.  2- 12th  was  the  5th  Welsh  record. 

SHOVELER  A.  clypeata  HWYADEN  LYDANBIG 

Monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated 
as  available.  Small  groups  were  quite  widely  distributed  elsewhere. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

150 

100 

20 

35 

90 

95 

100 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

420 

180 

120 

55 

50 

335 

265 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

550 

584 

205 

80 

315 

368 

630 

Anglesey  Malltraeth  RSPB 

61 

79 

89 

88 

32 

36 

19 


Breeding  season  records  came  from  Pembroke,  with  3  pairs  hatching  but  failing  to 
fledge  young  on  Skomer,  Anglesey,  with  breeding  confirmed  at  Llyn  Alaw,  6  pairs  breeding 
at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  8  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB,  and  Flint,  with  birds  present  in  the 
breeding  season  at  inner  Marsh  Farm. 

RED-CRESTED  POCHARD  Netta  rufina  *  HWYADEN  GRIBGOCH 

A  female  type  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  over  July  21 -23rd.  A  male  at  Eglwys  Nunydd 
Res.  Glamorgan  from  Jan.  1-1 2th,  on  May  17th,  from  June  22-Oct.  25th  and  on  Nov.  30th 
was  considered  the  same  as  one  at  Margam  Park  on  Jan.  12th  and  19th  and  Nov.  23rd  and 
may  have  come  from  Kenfig  Pool;  there  was  also  a  female  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  from  Aug.  9- 
24th.  A  female  at  Rhyl  Flint  on  Jan.  4th  and  13th. 

POCHARD  Ay  thy  a  ferina  HWYADEN  BENGOCH 

Small  groups  winter  on  many  Welsh  waters  but  the  numbers  using  minor  sites  may  be 
smaller  and  their  distribution  more  southerly  than  for  Tufted  Duck  (qv).  Thus  8  such  sites  in 
Denbigh/Flint  held  a  total  of  only  55  in  the  early  months.  Monthly  max.  at  the  main 
wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

250 

250 

5 

50 

40 

160 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

58 

13 

6 

48 

100 

92 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Poo! 

12 

256 

57 

498 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

147 

140 

40 

1 

11 

Cosmeston  Lakes 

108 

80 

40 

59 

37 

20 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

144 

128 

38 

305 

432 

424 

Fendrod  Lake 

84 

68 

20 

3 

9 

25 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

143 

168 

89 

56 

77 

96 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

20 

21 

70 

31 

175 

160 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

204 

138 

There  were  also  120  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  on  Jan.  5th  and  200+  at  Cardiff  heliport 
on  Feb.  22nd,  both  Glamorgan,  and  105  on  Bosherston  Pools  Pembroke  in  the  January 
cold  spell. 

In  the  breeding  season  a  male  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  until  Sept.  7th  and  a  pair 
bred  at  Roath  Park  Lake  Glamorgan,  being  seen  with  2  young.  In  Brecon  2  males  on 
Talybont  Res.  in  July  and  August;  breeding  proved  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  Malltraeth  RSPB  (2 
young)  and  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  (13  pairs)  Anglesey. 

TUFTED  DUCK  A.  fuligula  HWYADEN  GOPOG 

As  usual  small  groups  wintering  on  waters  throughout  Wales.  Although  the  total  numbers 
occupying  minor  sites  is  not  well  known,  it  may  be  quite  large.  There  were,  for  example, 
max.  counts  totalling  133  on  8  such  sites  in  Denbigh/Flint  in  the  early  months  and  119  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Major  flocks  are  more  restricted  and  monthly  max.  in  the  main 
wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

450 

600 

4 

11 

144 

175 

380 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

37 

46 

53 

2 

21 

43 

280 

183 

Llanishen/Lisvane  Res. 

132 

193 

53 

177 

40 

79 

69 

20 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

98 

96 

63 

110 

240 

297 

163 

220 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

180 

110 

100 

4 

71 

75 

170 

200 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

488 

211 

Llyn  Cefni 

283 

207 

20 


There  were  also  100  at  Uskmouth/St.  Brides  Gwent  in  March. 

Breeding  or  summering  birds  were  noted  as  follows:  Gwent:  pairs  in  2  sites  in  July; 
Glamorgan:  pairs  bred  at  Parc  Slip,  Tondu,  St.  Fagan’s  Castle,  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.,  with 
2  pairs  each  with  4  young  in  early  August  and  Margam  Park,  with  broods  of  6  and  8  in  late 
July;  Pembroke:  a  pair  fledged  2  young  at  Marloes  Mere;  Brecon:  a  pair  possibly  bred  at 
Battle  Pool  Cradoc,  where  an  apparent  family  party  on  Aug.  13th.  Birds  summered  at  4 
other  sites;  Radnor:  7  at  Llanbwchllyn  on  May  7th;  Montgomery:  2-3  pairs  bred  at  Llyn 
Coed  y  Dinas,  6  pairs  at  Llyn  Du  and  bred  at  Llyn  Mawr;  Anglesey:  at  least  15  pairs  bred  at 
Llyn  Alaw,  21  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB  and  bred  at  Llyn  Traffwll  and  Llyn  Cefni;  Denbigh:  a 
female  with  8  small  young  at  Ruabon  on  June  18th  and  one  with  10  near  Pen-y-Cae;  Flint:  a 
male  at  Caerwys  on  June  6th. 

SCAUP  A.  marila *  HWYADEN  BENDDU 

Present  to  June  14- 16th  (when  there  was  a  drake  at  Conwy  RSPB  Caernarfon)  in  the  early 
months,  with  at  least  480,  possibly  nearly  550,  recorded  altogether.  First  return  recorded  on 
Sept.  4th  and  c.67  noted  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The  main  flocks  were:  Gwent:  a  max.  of  66 
off  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Feb.  1st;  Glamorgan:  40  in  the  Rhymney  Est.  on  Feb.  2nd  and 
23rd  and  present  in  the  Burry  Inlet  during  January  to  March,  with  a  max.  count  of  106  (9 
males)  on  Jan.  22nd.  However  flocks  of  49  at  low  tide  at  Crofty  on  26th  and  56  at 
Llanrhidian  on  Feb.  24th  contained  18  and  20  males  respectively,  so  the  max.  count  clearly 
did  not  include  all  birds  present.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  max.  was  26  (3  males)  on  Dec. 
30th  but  7  males  were  seen  on  17th;  Caernarfon:  a  max.  of  80  off  Blackrock  on  Jan.  22nd; 
Denbigh:  85+  in  Kinmel  Bay  on  Jan.  12th  was  the  only  count  from  this  important  site. 

A  wide  scatter  of  records  on  inland  (fresh)  waters  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  in 
Glamorgan  (17),  Pembroke  (2),  Montgomery  (2),  Anglesey  (1)  and  Denbigh  (1). 

EIDER  Somateria  mollisima *  HWYADEN  FWYTHBLU 

Present  in  small  numbers  offshore  throughout  the  year.  The  monthly  max.  at  the  2  main  sites 
were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  Inlet  95  95  55  20  15  15  25  15  15  20  10  20 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni  100  40  50  80  21  31  43  18  46  43  70  60 

Elsewhere  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  or  small  groups  totalling  no  more  than  90  altogether  but 
seen  off  all  coasts.  A  pair  bred  on  Puffin  Island  Anglesey  and  another  may  have  done  so  on 
the  Caernarfon  coast,  the  first  breeding  records  for  Wales  ( Welsh  Birds  1(6): 80  and 
2(1):56). 

LONG-TAILED  DUCK  Clangula  hyemalis *  HWYADEN  GYNFFON  HIR 

Very  few  records  as  follows:  Pembroke:  a  male  at  Druidston  from  Jan.  2-26th; 
Caernarfon:  7  males  and  3  females  off  Black  Rock  on  Jan.  22nd  and  a  male  off 
Penmaenmawr  on  26th;  Flint:  3  W  off  Point  of  Ayr  on  Mar.  2nd. 

COMMON  SCOTER  Melanitta  nigra  MOR-HWYADEN  DDU 

Systematic  counts  by  Barry  Stewart  in  Carmarthen  Bay,  from  Gower  to  Pembroke  gave 
monthly  totals  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

3128  3022  2915  1435  354  287  1165  2048  1549  272  2721  1543 

Not  surprisingly  after  the  Sea  Empress  disaster  in  early  1996  these  are  low  totals  but 

independent  counts  of  3000  in  Rhossili  Bay  Gower  on  Jan.  4th  and  5800  off  Amroth 
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Pembroke  on  28th  suggest  that  there  may  have  been  some  additional  movement  through  the 
Bay  in  January,  perhaps  with  the  cold  snap.  Other  significant  flock  counts  were: 
Glamorgan:  130+  in  Oxwich  Bay  on  Nov.  1st;  Pembroke:  1040  in  St.  Bride’s  Bay  in 
January  and  February  and  650  in  December;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  a  coordinated  count 
in  Cardigan  Bay  on  Jan.  25th  (see  under  Red-throated  Diver)  recorded  a  total  of  4318, 
mainly  off  Shell  Island-Morfa  Harlech,  with  3008.  There  was  also  a  max.  of  2000  off  Morfa 
Harlech  on  Dec.  13th;  Denbigh/Flint:  4700+  off  Rhyl  on  Dec.  14th.  Autumn  passage  off 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke  involved  a  total  of  2549  on  102  dates  between  June  21st  and 
Dec.  31st,  max.  218  on  Sept.  20th.  Inland  one  at  Pant-yr-Eos  Res.  Gwent  on  Jan.  7th,  a  total 
of  16  through  Llandegfedd  and  Ynysyfro  Res.  there  between  July  24th  and  Aug.  23rd,  15  of 
them  males,  and  3  at  Rhaslas  Pond  Glamorgan  on  Apr.  15th. 

SURF  SCOTER  M.  perspicillata  *  MOR-HWYADEN  YR  EWYN 

Single  birds  off  Amroth  Pembroke  from  Feb.  14-Mar.  14th,  Llanddulas  beach  Denbigh  on 
Oct.  4th  and  Morfa  Harlech  Meirionnydd  from  Nov.  2-5th. 

VELVET  SCOTER  M.  fusca  *  MOR-HWYADEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  2  males  off  Blackpill  on  Nov.  13th  and  a  female  there  on 
23rd;  Carmarthen:  one  off  Telpyn  Point  on  Mar.  16th  and  23rd;  Pembroke:  3  at  Nolton 
over  Jan.  5-7th,  one  at  Newgale  on  Feb.  12th,  4  off  Amroth  on  Mar.  3rd,  2  off  Strumble 
Head  on  Oct.  15th,  with  singles  there  on  26th  and  Nov.  7th  and  one  at  Wiseman’s  Bridge  on 
Dec.  14th;  Ceredigion:  3  off  Clarach  on  Jan.  10th  and  singles  at  Ynys-las  on  21st  and  Sept. 
19th;  Meirionnydd:  7  or  8  off  Morfa  Harlech  in  January,  24  on  Mar.  30th  and  8  next  day,  3 
there  from  Nov.  2-Dec.  14th  and  3  off  Fairbourne,  perhaps  the  same,  from  Dec.  28-30th. 

GOLDENEYE  Bucephcila  clangula  HWYADEN LYGAD-AUR 

Singles  or  small  parties  occur  in  winter  on  many  inland  and  coastal  waters  in  Wales  and  the 
monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  20  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  They  are  probably  very  incomplete: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Ogmore  Est. 

74 

26 

35 

1 

21 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

41 

35 

29 

12 

27 

27 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

62 

48 

33 

0 

5 

33 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

16 

35 

27 

0 

3 

3 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

24 

12 

17 

9 

35 

40 

Caernarfon  Traeth  Lafan 

99 

120 

67 

Other  significant  counts  were  of  a  total  of  74  in  Cardigan  Bay  on  Jan.  25th  (see  under 
Red-throated  Diver  for  details),  mainly  off  Pwllheli,  with  56,  max.  of  25  at  Llandegfedd 
Res.  Gwent  on  Feb.  2nd,  34  at  Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Mar.  30th  and  26  at  Llyn  Alaw 
there  on  Apr.  6th  and  33  in  Trearddur  Bay  on  Feb.  4th. 

A  pair  was  present  at  a  suitable  breeding  site  in  Meirionnydd  on  May  13th  and  14th. 

SMEW  Mergellus  cilbellus  *  LLEIAN  WEN 

1996:  In  Glamorgan  there  were  additional  totals  of  5  in  the  early  months  and  4  at  the  end  of 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  40  in  Wales. 

1997:  A  high  total  of  66  noted  (50  in  the  early  months  and  16  at  the  end  of  the  year),  with  a 
marked  influx  in  January,  in  Gwent  (5),  Glamorgan  (34),  Carmarthen  (6),  Pembroke  (8), 
Ceredigion  (3),  Brecon  (1),  Caernarfon  (3),  Anglesey  (3)  and  Flint  (3).  Birds  were 
present  until  Apr.  8th  and  from  Nov.  8th.  Most  were  ‘redheads’  but  at  least  13  adult  males 
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were  noted.  The  largest  groups  were  again  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan,  with  a  max. 
of  14  (4  males)  in  February  and  8  in  December.  There  were  also  up  to  5  at  Penclacwydd 
Carmarthen  in  January.  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Nov.  Dec. 

44  24  12  1  4  15 

RED-BREASTED  MERGANSER  Mergus  serrator  HWYADEN  FRONGOCH 

1994:  Max.  summer  counts  at  Traeth  Lafan  Caernarfon  were  220  on  June  22nd,  329  on 
July  14th  and  553  on  Aug.  15th. 

1997:  Monthly  max.  at  the  wintering  sites  for  which  systematic  counts  are  available  are 
tabulated.  They  continue  to  give  the  impression  of  low  numbers  wintering. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

25 

10 

20 

15 

3 

15 

5 

5 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

3 

7 

3 

5 

6 

T/T/G 

6 

8 

2 

13 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

8 

12 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

8 

30 

22 

81 

38 

34 

40 

19 

43 

3 

17 

24 

Teifi  Est. 

7 

6 

11 

0 

0 

6 

7 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas 

12 

24 

12 

Dysynni 

38 

23 

35 

55 

10 

13 

15 

18 

22 

12 

Caernarfon  Traeth  Lafan 

3 

39 

24 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

8 

6 

9 

17 

35 

30 

18 

7 

In  addition  there  were  counts  totalling  283  in  Cardigan  Bay  (see  under  Red-throated 
Diver  for  details)  on  Jan.  25th,  mainly  off  Criccieth  (46)  and  Pwllheli  (85),  20  off  Amroth 
Pembroke  in  March,  up  to  22  in  the  Conwy  Est.  Caernarfon  at  the  end  of  the  year,  35  at 
Rhyl  Flint  on  Jan.  2nd,  20+  off  Gronant  there  on  Feb.  24th  and  49  on  Oct.  16th  and  a  max. 
of  26  off  Greenfield  Dock,  Dee  Est.,  on  Nov.  7th. 

The  only  breeding  season  records  received  were  from  Ceredigion,  with  3  pairs 
breeding  at  Ynys-hir,  Brecon,  with  a  pair  displaying  at  Talybont  Res.  on  Apr.  5th, 
Montgomery,  where  4  pairs  bred  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR,  one  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  (rearing  4  young) 
and  2-3  at  Cwm  Llinau  and  Denbigh,  with  a  pair  at  Llyn  Brenig  on  May  10th. 

GOOSANDER  M.  merganser  HWYADEN  DDANHEDDOG 

Winter  parties  of  more  than  15  birds  were  noted  in  Gwent,  with  max.  of  22  at  Bryn  Bach  in 
February,  16  at  Dunlop  Semtex  Pond  in  January  and  18  in  December,  19  at  Garnlydan  Res. 
in  March  and  24  in  December,  when  also  49  at  Llandegfedd  Res.,  Glamorgan,  with  22  in 
Taff/Ely  Est.  on  Jan.  22nd,  Pembroke,  with  a  max.  of  18  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  during  January 
to  March,  Ceredigion,  with  24  at  Rheidol  GP  on  Jan.  5th  and  36  at  Cwm  Rheidol  Res.  on 
13th,  Brecon,  with  23  at  Glasbury  on  Jan.  2nd,  38  at  Talybont  Res.  on  25th,  33  at  Llangorse 
Lake  on  Feb.  8th  and  34  at  Talybont  Res.  on  Nov.  6th  and  Radnor,  with  25  at  Llandrindod 
Lake  on  Feb.  4th. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  received  were:  Gower:  pairs  bred  on  R.  Neath  (3  young) 
and  R.  Tawe  (5  and  2  young);  Brecon:  4  pairs  with  a  total  of  31  young  along  R.  Wye  from 
Llowes  to  Llyswen  and  4  pairs  along  R.  Usk  from  Talybont  to  Pencelli;  Montgomery:  3 
pairs  reared  4  young  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB,  6  females  with  26  young  at  Dolydd  Hafren  on 
May  27th  and  3  or  4  with  29  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR. 

RUDDY  DUCK  Oxyura  jamaicensis *  HWYADEN  GOCH 

The  only  breeding  records  came  from  Caernarfon,  where  2  pairs  reared  9  young  at  Conwy 
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RSPB  and  Flint,  where  there  were  12  adults  and  8  juveniles  at  Flint  Industrial  Estate  and  3 
broods  were  reared  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm.  No  information  was  received  from  the  main 
Anglesey  sites  but  5  pairs  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB.  There  were  also  breeding  season 
records  from  3  other  sites  in  2  counties. 

Substantial  winter  flocks  were  noted  only  in  Anglesey,  with  a  max.  of  184  at  Llyn 
Alaw  on  Jan.  2nd  and  133  on  Dec.  12th  and  122  at  Llyn  Traffwll  on  Sept.  21st.  There  were 
also  21  at  Hanmer  Mere  Denbigh  on  Feb.  15th.  Elsewhere  singles  or  small  groups  of  up  to 
12  only  recorded  from  Gwent,  Glamorgan,  Pembroke,  Brecon  and  Denbigh,  where 
Erddig  Pond,  with  1 1  on  Sept.  21st,  was  a  new  site  in  1997. 

HONEY  BUZZARD  Pernis  apivorus*  BOD  Y  MEL 

1996:  One  at  Aberthaw  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  7th. 

1997:  The  only  passage  record  received  was  of  one  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  24th.  A 
small  population  continues  to  breed  in  Wales. 

RED  KITE  Milvus  milvus*  BARCUD 

At  least  177  territorial  pairs  were  located,  of  which  151  were  proved  to  breed.  Of  these  99 
fledged  a  total  of  129  young,  in  72  broods  of  one,  24  broods  of  2  and  3  broods  of  3;  two 
broods  of  one  were  fostered  by  pairs  which  failed  to  hatch  their  own  eggs.  Of  the  54  pairs 
which  failed,  12  lost  small  young,  15  nests  expired  during  or  soon  after  hatching,  4  clutches 
failed  to  hatch  after  full  term  incubation,  3  pairs  were  robbed,  7  nests  were  predated  by 
Ravens,  Crows  or  possibly  Goshawks,  3  failed  with  the  loss  of  one  adult,  one  blew  down  in 
a  gale,  3  lost  large  young  and  the  fate  of  6  which  failed  is  unknown.  Some  of  the  26  pairs 
not  proved  to  lay  probably  did  so  and  failed  early  or  their  active  nest  remained  unfound  and, 
besides  territorial  pairs,  at  least  135  other  individuals  were  recognised  in  the  spring,  making 
a  spring  population  of  at  least  489  birds  and  it  may  have  been  over  500,  for  some  pairs  and 
unmated  birds  are  usually  missed.  Expansion  of  the  breeding  range  continued,  mainly 
towards  the  south  and  west,  and  the  gains  made  in  earlier  years  were  mostly  consolidated. 
Reports  of  2  territorial  pairs  a  short  way  over  the  English  border  lack  details.  No  long 
distance  recoveries  by  Welsh  Kites  were  reported  and,  although  young  from  the  English 
reintroduction  scheme  continue  to  be  seen  in  Wales,  none  has  yet  bred  here.  The  table  below 
summarises  the  1997  results  and  gives  revised  figures  for  1996. 


Breeding 

Other 

Unmated 

Successful 

Young 

Total  birds 

pairs 

pairs 

Total 

birds 

pairs 

reared 

April 

August 

1996 

130 

31 

161 

122 

90 

119 

444 

556 

1997 

151 

26 

177 

135 

99 

129 

489 

612 

WHITE-TAILED  EAGLE  Hciliaeetus  albicilla*  ERYR  Y MOR 

A  first  year  bird  at  Cors  Caron  on  Nov.  12th  was  the  second  Welsh  record  since  1910. 

MARSH  HARRIER  Circus  aeruginosus *  BOD  Y  GWERNI 

1996:  One  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  over  May  l-2nd. 

1997:  Four  winter  records,  involving  a  male  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  Anglesey  on  Jan.  13th  and 
at  Llanfaelog  on  Dec.  22nd,  a  female  at  Morfa  Dyfi  Montgomery  on  Dec.  4th  and  a  male 
there  on  28th.  A  female  summered  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  from  May  28th  to  Aug.  9th. 
Otherwise  a  spring  total  of  14  between  Mar.  27th  and  June  27th  and  an  autumn  total  of  19 
between  July  21st  and  Oct.  29th,  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (14), 
Ceredigion  (1),  Caernarfon  (4),  Anglesey  (6)  and  Flint  (c.3).  Monthly  totals  were: 
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Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  1  8  6  44  15  4203 

HEN  HARRIER  C.  cyaneus *  BOD  TINWEN 

A  complete  survey  located  24  territorial  pairs,  of  which  22  are  known  to  have  laid.  However 
a  blizzard  in  early  May  and  prolonged  wet  weather  in  June  resulted  in  only  10  pairs  being 
successful.  Nevertheless  they  reared  31-32  young. 

Widely  recorded  outside  the  breeding  season  and  range,  with  records  for  every  month. 
About  74  birds  were  involved,  of  which  15  were  adult  males,  in  Gwent  (4),  Glamorgan 
(11),  Pembroke  (16),  Ceredigion  (12),  Brecon  (3),  Radnor  (1),  Montgomery  (4), 
Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon  (6),  Anglesey  (13),  Denbigh  (1)  and  Flint  (2).  The  main 
roosts  noted  were  in  Pembroke,  with  3  birds  at  each  of  Dowrog,  Marloes  and  Skomer  in  the 
early  months  and  4  at  Marloes  from  Oct.  20th,  and  in  Ceredigion,  with  4  at  Cors  Fochno 
during  January  to  March.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

21  22  21  6  4  2  1  3  2  17  12  15 

SPARROWHAWK  Accipiter  nisus  GWALCH  GLAS 

The  only  systematic  count  received  was  of  3  nests  on  Skirrid  Fach  Gwent,  fledging  4,  3  and 
no  young.  See  also  tables  on  page  66. 

BUZZARD  Buteo  buteo  BWNCATH 

Systematic  records  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were  as  follows:  Pembroke:  2 
pairs  bred  on  Ramsey,  rearing  broods  of  2  and  2,  and  a  third  held  territory,  2  pairs  fledged  a 
total  of  5  young  on  Skomer  and  a  pair  built  a  nest  on  Skokholm  but  failed:  Denbigh:  in  the 
Ruabon  Moors/Horseshoe  Pass  area  12  sites  (2  new)  were  monitored;  1 1  pairs  laid  and  8  of 
9  nests  inspected  had  clutches  of  3,  a  high  clutch  size  for  the  area.  Altogether  the  1 1  nests 
produced  17  fledged  young.  The  species  has  also  become  common  and  widespread  on 
Anglesey  during  the  past  decade.  See  also  page  66. 

OSPREY  Pandion  haliaetus *  GWALCH  Y  PISGOD 

1996:  In  Gwent  one  at  Mynydd-gam-Clochdy  on  May  28th  was  an  additional  record.  In  E. 
Glamorgan,  2  in  May  and  one  in  August.  These  records  take  the  Welsh  total  to  34. 

1997:  Two  spent  much  of  the  summer  at  a  site  in  Montgomery.  Otherwise  a  total  of  37 
recorded,  22  in  spring  between  Apr.  6th  and  June  19th  and  15  in  autumn  between  July  14th 
and  Nov.  14th,  in  Glamorgan  (4),  Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (6), 
Brecon  (3),  Radnor  (1),  Montgomery  (2+2  summering),  Meirionnydd  (1),  Caernarfon 
(6),  Anglesey  (2),  Denbigh  (1)  and  Flint  (2).  Monthly  totals,  excluding  the  summering 
birds,  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

0  9  10  3  3  3  8  0  1 

KESTREL  Falco  tinnunculus  CUDYLL  COCH 

In  1997  the  Society  started  a  monitoring  survey  for  this  species.  A  complete  register  of  all 
sites  recorded  is  being  compiled  and  a  full  report  will  be  published  at  a  future  date.  Only  a 
summary  of  the  year’s  results  is  presented  here.  Systematic  information  was  received  from 
12  10-Km  squares,  plus  a  study  area  in  Gwent  and  RSPB  Vyrnwy.  In  these,  64  known 
territories  were  checked.  Pairs  were  present  in  30  (47%),  birds  were  found  but  without  any 
evidence  of  a  pair  or  breeding,  in  8  (13%),  and  26  sites  (41%)  were  unoccupied.  Only  16  of 
the  known  pairs  in  this  sample  of  64  territories  bred  successfully,  the  result  for  3  was 


25 


unknown,  5  failed  and  6  probably  did  not  lay  or  failed  if  they  did.  Thus  only  25%  of  these 
territories  certainly  held  successful  pairs.  Overall  occupancy  was  59%  but  it  was  much 
lower  in  some  areas.  Thus  in  north  Brecon  16  out  of  18  known  territories  were  checked  in  3 
10-Km  squares  but  only  4  were  occupied  by  pairs  (25%),  although  single  birds  were  seen  at 
least  once  in  another  3  (19%);  almost  certainly  none  of  the  latter  bred  or  were  even  paired. 

In  separate  exercises,  observers  surveying  the  cliffs  of  Pembroke  and  Ceredigion 
found  23  occupied  territories,  in  which  15  pairs  were  known  to  breed,  fledging  31  young; 
one  site  held  only  one  bird  and  none  bred  at  Skomer.  Two  observers  also  covered  large 
sections  of  the  Black  Mountains  (Brecon/Gwent)  in  2  visits  in  late  June/July  and  located  7- 
8  pairs,  of  which  4  were  seen  to  have  young  and  another  behaved  as  though  it  had. 
Comparing  the  density  their  records  indicated  with  an  RSPB  survey  in  the  late  1970s 
actually  showed  little  change.  The  results  suggest  that  the  Black  Mountains  and  the  cliff 
coastline  of  the  west  are  important  strongholds  in  Wales  for  the  species,  which  has  become 
very  difficult  to  find  in  many  farmland  areas.  That  the  situation  noted  in  north  Brecon  above 
is  not  unique  is  shown  by  the  results  of  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7),  where  birds  were 
noted  in  only  16  out  of  268  1-Km  squares,  with  3  pairs  breeding,  interior  Pembroke,  where 
only  one  breeding  pair  and  3  other  occupied  sites  were  reported  and  Gwent,  where  a 
continued  decline  was  noted  in  lowland  farmland  areas.  The  ease  with  which  Kestrels  were 
found  in  the  Black  Mountains  and  along  the  Pembroke/Ceredigion  coast  is  in  sharp 
contrast.  But  the  species  is  also  well-distributed  in  Glamorgan,  where  22  breeding  pairs 
were  noted  and  birds  were  seen  in  61  other  locations  during  the  year. 

A  number  of  other  breding  records  were  received  and  altogether  breeding  details  were 
recorded  for  a  total  of  67  pairs,  although  final  results  were  unknown  for  5  of  these.  Clutch 
size  was  known  for  10  pairs  (mean  4.60  eggs),  brood  size  in  the  nest  was  known  for  1 1  pairs 
(mean  3.55)  and  fledged  brood  size  for  18  pairs  (mean  2.44,  5  pairs  failing).  In  addition  38 
broods  were  noted  on  the  wing,  totalling  76  young  (mean  2.01).  Although  only  5  pairs  failed 
to  rear  some  young  having  laid,  6  pairs  either  did  not  lay  or  failed  early  at  the  egg  stage. 
Thus  breeding  performance  for  62  pairs  reaching  the  nest  stage  was  a  mean  fledged  brood 
size  of  1 .94.  This  is  probably  an  overestimate  as  the  bias  towards  flying  broods  is  likely  to 
underestimate  nest  failures. 

MERLIN  F.  columbarius  CUDYLL  BACH 

Very  little  breeding  information  was  received  but  of  pairs  in  2  sites  in  Ceredigion  one  failed 
and  one  reared  2  young.  Pairs  were  located  at  7  sites  in  Brecon,  where  it  was  a  poor 
breeding  season,  with  only  3  successful  nests  and  several  washed  out  by  heavy  June  rainfall. 
In  Montgomery  7  pairs  reared  6  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB.  Only  one  pair  was  found  in 
the  Radnor  survey.  Breeding  data  were  not  available  from  other  counties. 

Widely  recorded  around  the  coast  until  May  18th  and  from  Aug.  18th.  The  records  give 
little  idea  of  total  numbers  but  c.8  were  present  in  Gower  and  c.5  around  the  Dee  Est.  Flint 
in  the  early  months,  with  c.6  in  both  areas  at  the  end  of  the  year,  more  than  one  bird  was 
present  in  7  sites  in  Pembroke  and  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  bird-days  per  month  were  Feb. 
( 1 ),  Mar.  (16),  Apr.  (32),  May  ( 1 ),  Sept.  ( 1 ),  Oct.  (43)  and  Nov.  (3). 

HOBBY  F.  subbuteo*  HEBOG  YR  EHEDYDD 

Breeding  information  received  comprised:  Gwent:  3  pairs  fledged  3,  3  and  2  young 
respectively  and  fledged  young  were  seen  at  a  fourth  site.  Regular  sightings  elsewhere 
suggest  breeding  at  7  other  sites,  in  at  least  one  of  which  the  pair  probably  failed;  Brecon: 
birds  were  present  in  3  areas  where  breeding  is  now  proven  or  considered  highly  probable; 
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Radnor:  one  bird  seen  at  an  established  site;  Montgomery/Shropshire:  2  pairs  bred  on  the 
county  boundary,  both  sites  actually  just  in  the  latter.  One  may  also  have  summered  at  a  site 

in  Glamorgan. 

Migrants  were  noted  between  late  April  and  Oct.  1 1th,  in  Glamorgan  (11),  Pembroke 
(15),  Ceredigion  (4),  Brecon  (1),  Montgomery  (1),  Caernarfon  (2),  Anglesey  (3)  and 
Denbigh  (3).  The  Pembroke  records  include  4  immatures  together  at  Bosherston  on  May 
21st,  3  staying  for  3  weeks.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

1  12  8  4  6  9  2 

PEREGRINE  F.  peregrinus*  HEBOG  TRAM  OR 

1996:  Breeding  success  in  E.  Glamorgan  was  better  than  indicated  in  Welsh  Bird  Report 
10:27,  with  15  territories  occupied,  11  pairs  proved  to  breed  and  18  young  fledging. 
Nevertheless  a  high  rate  of  persecution  was  recorded. 

1997:  Breeding  results  are  tabulated  under  counties  as  known: 


Sites 

Sites 

Average 

Fledged 

Nests 

Overall 

checked 

occupied 

c/s  (n) 

b/s  ( n ) 

failed 

productivity’ 

Gwent** 

9 

9 

2.00(6) 

1 

1.71(7) 

Glamorgan** 

21 

1.64(9) 

10 

0.86(21) 

Pembroke 

43* 

35* 

1.50(30) 

5 

1.29(35) 

Brecon** 

13 

1.71(75 

7 

1.71(7) 

Radnor** 

4 

3 

Montgomery** 

11* 

Caernarfon  (Bardsey) 

1 

0(1) 

1 

0(1) 

Denbigh** 

8 

8 

3.56(8) 

2.63(8) 

0 

2.63(8) 

*  Records  of  pairs  on  territory  and  pairs  known  to  lay  respectively. 

**  Not  all  known  sites  were  checked. 

RED  GROUSE  Lagopus  lagopus*  GRUGIAR 

1996:  In  Gwent  a  significant  increase.  Shooting  was  resumed  on  Coity  Mountain  and  22 
were  shot  in  3  days  shooting.  Elsewhere  coveys  of  7  and  4  were  seen  on  the  Blorenge,  there 
were  2  on  another  Blaenavon  hill  in  February  and  10  near  Pontypool  in  April  and 
September. 

1997:  Little  information  received  but  a  further  increase  in  Gwent,  with  up  to  3  on  10 
occasions  on  the  Blorenge,  c.5  pairs  on  the  Sugar  Loaf  and  birds  in  4  other  sites.  A  total  of 
59  pairs  was  counted  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery  a  very  sharp  decline  from  92 
pairs  in  1996.  In  Radnor  thinly  scattered  over  hill  districts  and  the  Radnor  Survey  (see  p.7) 
found  birds  in  19  1-Km  squares  in  8  10-Km  squares,  usually  as  single  pairs  or  birds  but  2-3 
found  in  4  squares.  In  Brecon  a  pair  probably  had  chicks  at  Waenfach  on  June  1 8th,  a  covey 
of  7  at  Cefn  Crewe  in  September  and  3-4  birds  present  at  Carngafallt.  In  Denbigh  an 
autumn  survey  on  Ruabon  Moor  found  62  birds,  compared  to  59  in  1996,  81  in  1995  and  33 
in  1994. 

BLACK  GROUSE  Tetrao  tetrix  GRUGIAR  DDU 

Very  little  information  but,  in  Denbigh,  leks  of  up  to  6  males  at  World’s  End  and  15  at 
Ruabon  Mountain,  where  there  was  a  quite  successful  breeding  season;  3  ‘pairs’  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery. 
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RED-LEGGED  PARTRIDGE  Alectoris  rufa  *  PETRISEN  GOESGOCH 

The  only  records  received  were  from  Gwent,  with  up  to  4  at  3  sites,  Llangovan, 
Wernrheolydd  and  Skirrid  Fach,  Glamorgan,  with  2  at  Dyffryn  Mill  on  July  10th, 
Ceredigion,  with  singles  at  Blaenporth  on  Mar.  2nd  and  Aberarth  on  July  28th,  Brecon, 
with  birds  present  at  Tregoyd  Mill  and  near  Talgarth  and  releases  noted  at  Llanhamlach  and 
Llanwrtyd  Wells,  Radnor,  with  one  at  Clyro  on  May  8th  and  Anglesey,  with  2  at  Cemlyn  in 
March  and  May  and  2  at  Point  Lynas  and  one  at  Parys  Mountain  on  Apr.  26th.  Substantial 
numbers  are  being  released  at  Ruabon  Moor  Denbigh  for  shooting. 

GREY  PARTRIDGE  Perdix  perdix*  PETRISEN 

Very  few  reports,  as  follows:  Gwent:  records  from  10  sites  included  coveys  of  7,  8,  10(2) 
and  12;  Glamorgan:  recorded  at  8  coastal  localities  with  a  max.  of  6  at  Llantwit  Major  on 
May  1 1th;  one  at  Swansea  Docks  on  Mar.  15th  was  the  only  Gower  record;  Brecon:  one  at 
Penorth  on  May  19th  was  the  only  record;  Radnor:  a  pair  at  Brynthomas  on  Apr.  15th  was 
the  only  record  from  the  Radnor  Survey  (see  p.7);  Caernarfon:  one  at  Mynythro  Llyn  on 
Apr.  29th;  Anglesey:  an  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  also  surveyed  in  1986  found  it  in 
only  3  squares  compared  with  13  in  1986,  a  77%  decline;  Denbigh:  none  found  in  the 
Ruabon  Moor/Llangollen  area  nor  at  Alyn  Waters  CP  (formerly  resident),  2  near  Coedporth 
on  May  1st  and  June  17th  and  one  at  Rhos  y  Medre  on  Oct.  29th.  Whilst  these  records  are 
not  complete  they  accurately  reflect  the  species  present  status  in  Wales. 

QUAIL  Coturnix  coturnix*  SOFLIAR 

Fairly  widely  recorded  during  the  summer,  with  records  in  Glamorgan  (3),  Carmarthen 
(5),  Pembroke  (8),  Ceredigion  (7),  Brecon  (2),  Caernarfon  (1),  Anglesey  (5)  and  Flint 
(1).  Birds  were  noted  in  May  (9),  June  (19),  July  (7)  and  Aug.  (2).  Breeding  was  not  proved. 

WATER  RAIL  Rallus  aquaticus  RHEGEN  Y  D  WR 

A  survey  of  calling  birds  in  Gower  found  a  good  population,  with  6  at  Crymlyn  Bog,  2  at 
Crymlyn  Burrows  and  4  at  Neath  Abbey  in  April,  up  to  4  at  Pant  y  Sais  fen  on  May  15th 
and  similar  numbers  at  R.  Kenfig/Margam  Burrows  during  April  and  May.  Elsewhere 
breeding  was  suspected  at  Uskmouth  Gwent,  proved  at  Kenfig  Pool  E.  Glamorgan,  5  pairs 
bred  at  the  Teifi  Marshes  Pembroke/Ceredigion,  one  pair  was  successful  at  Bosherston 
Pembroke,  2  pairs  bred  and  a  single  bird  present  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion,  2  pairs  probably 
bred  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon,  single  pairs  bred  at  Cwm  Berwyn  and  probably  bred  at 
Rhosgoch  Radnor  and  4  pairs  were  thought  to  breed  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  Anglesey.  Birds 
were  also  present  at  Conwy  RSPB  Caernarfon  in  the  breeding  season. 

SPOTTED  CRAKE  Porzana  porzana*  RHEGEN  FRAITH 

An  adult  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  19th  and  20th  and  a  juvenile  at  the  Teifi 
Marshes  Pembroke/Ceredigion  on  Aug.  24th. 

CORNCRAKE  Crex  crex *  RHEGEN  YR  YD 

Single  birds  at  Llangloffan  Fen  Pembroke  on  Aug.  13th  and  killed  by  a  cat  at  Gorslas 
Carmarthen  on  Sept.  22nd. 

MOORHEN  Gallinula  chloropus  IAR  DDWR 

Some  systematic  counts  for  this  common  species  were:  Pembroke:  5  pairs  in  the  Teifi 
Marshes  and  4  on  Skomer,  the  latter  rearing  13  young;  Brecon:  16-18  pairs  in  the  south  of 
the  county  raised  a  total  of  28  young,  a  further  decline;  Anglesey:  17  territories  in  5  km  of 
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R.  Cefni  from  Cefni  Res.  to  the  A5.  In  the  same  county  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km 
squares  recorded  presence  in  5  squares  compared  with  26  in  1986,  an  81%  decline; 
Denbigh:  3  pairs  in  4  km  of  R.  Clwyd  between  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  and  Lleweni  Hall.  See 
also  page  66.  Monthly  totals  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

220  197  145  145  120  120  88  119  140  213  281  231 

COOT  Fulica  atm  CWTIAR 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  wintering  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are 
tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Llandegfedd  Res. 

100+ 

31 

113 

3 

25 

35 

Ynysyfro  Res. 

320 

255 

25 

77 

94 

70 

85 

Glamorgan  Kenfig  Pool 

104 

116 

111 

51 

61 

127 

179 

Eglwys  Nunydd  Res. 

202 

43 

29 

46 

44 

38 

29 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

210 

180 

96 

63 

79 

104 

132 

Sandy  WP 

99 

76 

43 

144 

190 

170 

97 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

800 

500 

250 

580 

630 

650 

500 

Anglesey  Llyn  Alaw 

1159 

678 

479 

Cemlyn 

121 

80 

65 

277 

342 

403 

344 

Flint  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

21 

102 

100 

62 

42 

45 

60 

Flint  Industrial  Estate 

144 

88 

125 

115 

98 

Elsewhere  there  were  max.  of  116  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  and  141  at  Bosherston 
Pembroke  in  January  and  a  winter  max.  of  100  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  Montgomery. 

CRANE  Grus  grus*  GARAN 

One  at  Llantrisant  Anglesey  from  Sept.  28-Oct.  1 1th. 

OYSTERCATCHER  Haematopus  ostralegus  PIODEN  Y  MOR 

1996:  5  pairs  were  found  breeding  in  the  wader  survey  of  the  Gwent  Levels  ( Gwent  Bird 
Report  32:73-79). 

1997:  Sizable  flocks  of  this  species  occur  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  for 
the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  known.  See  also  page 
82. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

2260 

2040 

1350 

562 

574 

365 

729 

2140 

2910 

2223 

3636 

3150 

Jersey  Marine 

1500 

1100 

650 

500 

242 

270 

2000 

1000 

1500 

2000 

2000 

Burry  (S) 

11735 

14840  11665 

1230 

780 

1210  2070 

8775 

10095 

12850  17750  15860 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N)  4774 

3900 

3456 

500 

18 

796 

2947 

3549 

2731 

2943 

2918 

T/T/G 

1072 

2082 

768 

20 

137 

30 

36 

400 

2044 

1027 

2404 

3250 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

1116 

1002 

11 

20 

29 

19 

273 

619 

802 

603 

269 

727 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

625 

695 

241 

812 

453 

36 

4 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

7720 

6830 

2440 

1555 

450 

540 

6440 

13200  13180 

8380 

5540 

5000 

Oakenholt 

505 

500 

492 

2000 

2500 

1500 

820 

2200 

3000 

180 

245 

190 

Systematic  breeding  counts  were:  Gwent:  no  breeding  proved  but  2  pairs  may  have 
bred,  near  Nash  and  in  maize  at  Goldcliff;  Glamorgan:  a  pair  failed  at  Sker;  Pembroke: 
Ramsey  22-26  pairs,  average  c/s  was  2.7  but  productivity  not  measured,  Skomer  103 
territorial  pairs  with  breeding  success  of  2.1  young  per  nest,  Skokholm  43  territories  which 
fledged  only  5  young;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  a  total  of  8  pairs  breeding  in  the  whole 
area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  SSSI;  Montgomery:  2  pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi  lost  their  nests  to  flooding; 
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Caernarfon:  70  pairs  bred  at  Bardsey  but  breeding  success  was  thought  to  be  low,  and  2 
pairs  raised  5  young  at  Conwy  RSPB;  Anglesey:  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares 
recorded  breeding  10  squares  compared  to  23  in  1986,  a  57%  decline:  Flint:  a  total  of  16 
pairs  bred  on  sites  around  the  Dee  Est.,  8  or  9  failed  and  2  reared  5  young.  Inland  2  pairs 
bred  on  the  lower  R.  Wye  in  Brecon/Radnor,  one  failing,  in  Montgomery  single  pairs  bred 
at  Dolydd  Hafren  (failed)  and  Cwm  Llinau  (one  young)  and,  in  Anglesey,  there  were  at  least 
5  nests  at  Llyn  Alaw  and  bred  at  Llangefni  and  Valley  Lakes  RSPB.  and  a  pair  had  one 
young  at  Llyn  Brenig  Denbigh  on  Aug.  17th.  An  adult  colour-ringed  at  Skomer  in  May 
1992  was  recorded  in  Plouhamel  Bay  France  in  November  1996  and  February  1997. 

BLACK- WINGED  STILT  Himantopus  himantopus*  HIRGOES 

One  at  Cors  Geirch  Pwllheli  Caernarfon  from  Mar.  28-Apr.  1st. 

AVOCET  Recurvirostra  avosetta*  CAMBIG 

1996:  In  Gwent  3  at  Mathem  from  Nov.  30th-Dec.  2nd. 

1997:  The  only  records  were  singles  at  St.  Brides  Gwent  on  Jan.  12th,  which  moved  to 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  from  15-1 8th.  and  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  1 1th. 

STONE  CURLEW  Burhinus  oedicnemus*  RHEDWR  Y MOELYDD 

Single  birds  at  Offa’s  Dyke  Gwent  on  Apr.  9th  and  the  Teifi  Est.  Ceredigion  on  May  13th. 

LITTLE  RINGED  PLOVER  Charadrius  dubius*  CWTIAD  TORCHOG  BACH 

1996:  Four  pairs  failed  at  one  site  in  Gwent  and  breeding  was  suspected  in  another. 

1997:  Noted  from  Mar.  22nd  to  Aug.  31st.  Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gwent:  2  pairs 
nested  at  Gobion  and  a  pair  reared  3  young  at  another  site;  Gower:  a  pair  reared  2  young  at 
Llansamlet;  Carmarthen:  a  total  of  45  pairs  bred  on  the  mid  Tywi  and  Cothi  rivers, 
fledging  a  total  of  23  young;  one  pair  was  double  brooded.  With  an  average  density  of  one 
pair  per  1.2  km  and  5  pairs/km  in  places,  the  Tywi  is  the  most  important  river  in  the  UK  for 
this  species,  holding  4-5%  of  the  national  population.  This  density  figure  compares 
favourably  with  those  recorded  on  rivers  in  Europe:  Brecon/Radnor:  a  min.  of  3  pairs  bred 
along  the  lower  R.  Wye  below  Glasbury,  some  at  least  being  successful  (3  young);  Brecon: 
one  pair  may  have  bred  on  R.  Usk  at  Scethrog;  Montgomery:  2-3  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd 
Hafren  NR,  2  pairs  fledged  3  young  at  Llyn  Coed  y  Dinas  NR  and  2  pairs  bred  at  Pwll 
Penarth:  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  reared  3  young  at  Conwy  RSPB:  Denbigh:  2  in  a  site  near 
Hope  on  Apr.  20-2 1st  and  one  there  on  June  14th:  Flint:  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding 
around  the  Dee  Est.  but  a  pair  present  at  Cefn  Mawr  and  displaying  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm. 


RINGED  PLOVER  C.  hiaticula  CWTIAD  TORCHOG 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available.  See  also  page  82. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Goldcliff/Redwick  33 

24 

41 

25 

20 

31 

'5 

144 

150 

10 

10 

55 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

139 

110 

14 

2 

14 

7 

550 

362 

225 

257 

176 

Jersey  Marine 

45 

2 

9 

5 

119 

113 

89 

200 

153 

Port  Talbot 

32 

17 

18 

7 

4 

6 

6 

89 

68 

36 

19 

12 

Burry  (S) 

5 

25 

25 

15 

115 

160 

100 

Carmarthen  Burr}'  (N) 

117 

36 

37 

8 

12 

13 

7 

1 

71 

40 

27 

T/T/G 

54 

67 

52 

30 

14 

7 

180 

32 

59 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

13 

28 

19 

53 

30 

4 

35 

250 

145 

4 

88 

40 

30 


In  Pembroke  the  only  count  of  more  than  60  was  of  300  in  the  Nevern  Est.  on  Aug. 
31st;  passage  peaks  at  Ynys-las  Ceredigion  were  154  on  Apr.  26th  and  240  on  Aug.  17th 
and  there  were  135  at  Oakenholt  Flint  on  Aug.  13th. 

Breeding  records  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  8  pairs  bred  in  the  Sker  Point/ 
Kenfig  area  and  4  nests  found  had  an  average  c/s  of  3.50  compared  to  3.27  in  1 1  in  1996. 
Single  pairs  bred  at  Baglan  Bay,  Aberavon  beach.  Port  Eynon  and  Horton,  2-3  pairs  bred  at 
Port  Talbot  Hbr.  and  4  did  so  at  Whiteford  Point;  Pembroke:  2  pairs  bred  at  Castle  Martin 
ranges,  young  being  seen  in  early  July;  Caernarfon:  2  pairs  failed  at  Conwy  RSPB.  The 
species  also  breeds  along  the  north  coast  and  there  were  6-8  pairs  at  Traeth  Lafan  in  1994; 
Flint:  a  total  of  15-17  pairs  bred  in  3  sites  around  the  Dee  Est.,  including  8  pairs  at  Gronant 
beach;  some  at  least  succeeded. 

DOTTEREL  C.  morinellus  *  HUT  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

1996:  One  at  Sker  Glamorgan  on  May  3rd. 

1997:  All  records  as  follows:  Carmarthen:  3  on  Tair  Carn  Isaf  on  Apr.  27th  and  12  on 
29th,  one  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  30th  and  4  on  May  3rd.  An  exceptional  autumn  influx,  with 
13  on  Garreg  Lwyd  on  Sept.  4th  (see  photograph),  none  on  the  6th,  except  one  which  had 
been  killed  by  a  Peregrine,  6  on  8th  and  3  on  Pen  Rhiw-ddu  on  the  same  day;  Pembroke: 
singles  at  Skomer  from  May  2-5th  and  St.  David’s  A/F  from  30th-June  4th;  Brecon:  8  on 
Waen  Fach,  Black  Mountains  on  Apr.  14th  and  2  there  on  June  1st;  Caernarfon:  6  on  the 
Carneddau  on  May  1st  and  2  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  1st,  one  remaining  next  day;  Anglesey:  5 
on  the  Range  South  Stack  on  May  1st. 

GOLDEN  PLOVER  Pluvialis  apricaria  CWTIAD  AUR 

Records  are  rather  incomplete  but  monthly  max.  at  4  major  wintering  areas  are  tabulated.. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

895 

1430 

320 

405 

1020 

1700 

775 

Carmarthen  Ginst  Point 

25 

10000 

80 

2000 

400 

3000 

Gwendraeth 

3 

471 

61 

66 

Pembroke  Castle  Martin  1000-2000  550 

Ginst  Point  is  of  national  importance  as  a  wintering  site  for  this  species.  Elsewhere 
smaller  winter  flocks  were  recorded  in  both  coastal  and  inland  counties  and  there  were 
major  flocks  in  Pembroke,  with  1000  at  Angle  Bay  on  Nov.  23rd  and  600  at  Carnhedryn  on 
30th,  and  Ceredigion,  with  700  at  Ynys  Tachwedd  on  9th  and  400  at  Sarnau  on  Dec.  29th. 
The  largest  inland  flock  was  of  166  at  Llyn  y  Tarw  Montgomery  on  Oct.  26th  but  a  marked 
spring  passage  was  noted  through  Brecon,  involving  c.270  birds  in  7  flocks  between  Feb. 
21st  and  Apr.  12th. 

Rather  little  breeding  information  received  but  in  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7)  a  total 
of  12  pairs  and  a  single  bird  found  in  11  1-Km  squares  on  the  Elenydd;  little  change  was 
indicated  compared  to  the  1995  survey  in  the  area  covered.  Single  pairs  were  also  found  at  2 
sites  on  Glascwm  Hill.  In  Brecon  pairs  found  at  2  traditional  sites  included  a  male 
apparently  mated  to  2  females.  In  Montgomery  a  pair  bred  on  Pale  Moor  for  the  first  time 
in  20  years.  In  Denbigh  a  male  display  calling  on  Ruabon  Moor  on  May  1st  was  the  only 
sign  of  breeding  there.  There  was  also  at  least  one  pair  on  Pumlumon  Ceredigion. 

GREY  PLOVER  P.  squatarola  CWTIAD  LLWYD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  75  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 


31 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

300 

50 

8 

1 

3 

3’ 

3 

7 

19 

20 

60 

St.  Bndes/Uskmouth 

43 

110 

1 

1 

32 

Gower  Blackpill 

69 

99 

45 

5 

1 

4 

7 

20 

36 

38 

Burry  (S) 

590 

575 

185 

10 

5 

2 

90 

70 

85 

315 

395 

Pembroke 

Cleddau  Est. 

211 

190 

87 

6 

48 

57 

124 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

92 

8 

20 

5 

9 

2 

20 

77 

64 

74 

In  Pembroke  there  were  also  198  at  Freshwater  W  on  Jan.  12th  and  94  at  Frainslake  on 
24th.  Only  very  low  numbers  in  Carmarthen  with  max.  at  T/T/G  of  58  in  February  and  40 
in  December.  No  inland  records. 

LAPWING  Vanellus  vanellus  CORNCHWIGLEN 

1996:  In  Gwent  a  survey  of  the  whole  area  of  the  Gwent  Levels  recorded  79  occupied 
territories;  see  Gwent  Bird  Report  32:73-79. 

1997:  Regular  counts  at  the  main  wintering  areas  are  tabulated  as  known.  See  also  page  82. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

1135 

910 

2 

50 

135 

2070 

2340 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

1315 

895 

133 

135 

315 

1028 

2365 

Upper  Loughor 

708 

1041 

38 

348 

904 

2665 

T/T/G 

1550 

1030 

21 

253 

2363 

3400 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

715 

807 

0 

1 

266 

1187 

2434 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

1 

450 

80 

160 

250 

600 

Flint  Inner  Marsh  Farm 

1160 

1000 

265 

63 

1050 

3250 

Oakenholt 

850 

560 

74 

280 

540 

1210 

Point  of  Ayr 

900 

590 

985 

Rhyl  Marine  Lake 

2200 

2500 

In  Pembroke  there  were  also  600  at  Gupton  on  Jan.  18th  and  1000  at  Marloes  Mere  on 
24th,  In  Ceredigion  wintering  numbers  in  the  Dyfi  Est.  were  very  low,  but  there  was  a  large 
influx  into  the  Teifi  Est.  from  the  end  of  November,  with  a  max.  of  3000  on  Dec.  15th. 
There  were  also  800  at  Morfa  Dyfi  Montgomery  on  Dec.  14th.  In  inland  counties  max.  of 
60  at  Glasbury  Brecon  on  Feb.  15th  and  100  on  Nov.  6th,  54  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Mar. 
14th  and  90  on  Dec.  20th,  and  100  at  Gresford  Denbigh  on  Jan.  26th  and  similar  numbers  at 
Holt  meadows  on  Nov.  30th  were  the  only  significant  flocks. 

The  table  below  summarises  all  the  breeding  records  received  for  Wales  and  breeding 
success  where  known.  Although  estimates  of  fledging  rates  for  this  bird  are  often  unreliable, 
the  figures  continue  to  suggest  a  low  rate  of  productivity. 


Breeding  pairs  and  success  of  Lapwings  in  Wales  in  1997 


County 

Site 

No.  pairs  breeding 

Young  raised 

Gwent 

24  sites 

82 

7  (by  10  pairs) 

Glamorgan 

Parc  Slip 

15 

12  other  sites 

22+ 

Carmarthen 

Capel  Isaac 

6 

0 

Penclacwydd 

16 

9 

Pembroke 

Skomer 

2 

0 

Skokholm 

6 

1 

Ramsey 

15 

4 

Ceredigion 

Dyfi  Est. 

102 

Brecon 

county 

55-56 

poor 

Radnor 

Randor  survey  (see  notes)  112-116 
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County 

Site  No.  pairs  breeding 

Young  raised 

Maelienydd 

15 

some 

Begwns 

9-10 

Montgomery 

Dolydd  Hafren  NR 

2 

3 

Coed  y  Dinas  Farm 

1 

1 

Morfa  Dyfi  NR 

2 

0 

Caernarfon 

Conwy  RSPB 

16 

5 

Bardsey 

2 

0 

Anglesey 

Malltraeth  Marsh  RSPB 

7 

? 

Four  Mile  Bridge 

6 

? 

Denbigh 

R.  Clwyd  WBS 

12 

Ruabon  area 

6 

Flint 

Dee  Est.  (5  sites) 

42 

3  by  1  pair 

Caerwys 

4 

0 

Additional  Notes:  Pembroke:  at  Ramsey  the  15  pairs  had  22  nesting  attempts,  hatching  a 
total  of  65  chicks  of  which  only  4  fledged.  Ceredigion:  the  Dyfi  figures  represent  a  14% 
decline,  mainly  at  Aberleri,  where  there  were  only  6  pairs  (rearing  4  young)  compared  to  18 
in  1996.  In  Brecon  of  1 1  known  breeding  sites  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt  checked,  only  2  held 
pairs.  In  Radnor  the  Maelienydd  and  the  Begwns  held  the  largest  concentrations  found  and 
the  figures  are  included  in  the  total  for  the  Radnor  Survey  (see  page  7).  That  total  was  found 
in  43  1-Km  squares  out  of  a  total  of  268  examined.  A  crude  extrapolation  suggests  a  county 
population  of  several  hundred  pairs,  making  this  probably  the  most  important  county  in 
Wales  for  this  species.  In  Anglesey  only  2  pairs  at  Malltraeth  hatched  young  and  the  RSPB 
survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  found  birds  in  only  5  compared  to  23  in  1986,  a  78%  decline.  In 
Denbigh  the  WBS  on  R.  Clwyd  covers  4  km  between  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  and  Lleweni  Hall. 
In  Flint  the  main  site  was  on  fields  at  Sandycroft,  with  35+  pairs. 

KNOT  Calidris  canutus  PIBYDD  YR  ABER 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

800 

750 

30 

2 

1 

3 

1 

73 

250 

10 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

8200  5100 

500 

50 

350 

1150 

2740 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

800 

1 

1 

145 

256 

260 

971 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

1230 

90 

122 

16 

22 

20 

500 

SANDERLING  C.  alba 

PIBYDD  Y  TYWOD 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  are  tabulated  as  available: 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

308 

360 

45 

18 

110 

56 

32 

258 

14 

113 

200 

250 

Port  Talbot 

56 

214 

307 

100 

80 

6 

47 

90 

70 

220 

4 

Jersey  Marine 

4 

16 

60 

17 

14 

10 

111 

178 

220 

200 

258 

Carmarthen  Cefn  Sidan 

384 

191 

661 

7 

470 

175 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

30 

80 

70 

38 

117 

11 

Gronant  Beach 

220 

130 

74 

In  Glamorgan  there  were  also  95  at  Kenfig  beach  on  Aug.  26th  and  60+  at  Sker  on 
18th,  52  at  Swansea  Docks  on  June  1st  and  200  there  on  Dec.  13th  and  c.80  at  Margam 
sands  from  Mar.  3-29th.  There  were  also  95  at  Borth  Ceredigion  on  May  31st,  max.  of  30  at 
Morfa  Harlech  Meirionnydd  on  Jan.  2nd  and  70  on  Dec.  13th,  33  at  Kinmel  Bay  Denbigh 
on  Mar.  10th  and  30  there  on  Nov.  1 1th  and  72  on  Rhyl  beach  Flint  on  Dec.  19th. 
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LITTLE  STINT  C.  minuta *  PIBYDD  BACH 

1996:  In  Gwent  a  total  of  c.55  birds  included  a  peak  of  36  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Sept. 
23rd,  an  exceptional  gathering  for  an  inland  site;  in  E.  Glamorgan  c.53  noted,  with  a  max. 
of  37  at  Ogmore  Est.  on  Sept.  21st  and  one  still  present  on  Dec.  25th.  These  counts  bring  the 
total  for  Wales  in  1996  to  c.600  birds. 

1997:  By  contrast  to  1996,  a  poor  year,  with  a  total  of  53-55  recorded,  25  in  spring  between 
Mar.  6th  and  June  5th  and  28-30  in  autumn  between  late  July  and  Nov.  11th,  in  Gwent  (4), 
Glamorgan  (5),  Carmarthen  (8-10),  Pembroke  (3),  Ceredigion  (10),  Caernarfon  (6), 
Anglesey  (3)  and  Flint  (c.14).  None  was  seen  in  inland  counties.  Approximate  monthly 
totals  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov. 

2  2  9  12  f  7  17  10  2 

BAIRD’S  SANDPIPER  C.  bairdii *  PIBYDD  BAIRD 

A  juvenile  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  from  Sept.  26-Oct.  4th. 

PECTORAL  SANDPIPER  C.  melanotos *  PIBYDD  CAIN 

Singles  at  Shell  Island  Meirionnydd  on  May  18th,  first  county  record,  and  the  Dyfi  Est. 
Ceredigion  on  Aug.  27th  and  28th  and  Sept.  9th. 

CURLEW  SANDPIPER  C.  ferruginea  *  PIBYDD  CAMBIG 

A  total  of  c. 82-84  recorded,  9  in  spring  between  late  April  and  May  21st  and  at  least  73-75 
in  autumn  between  Aug.  8th  and  Nov.  25th,  in  Gwent  (7),  Glamorgan  (c.10),  Carmarthen 
(13-15),  Pembroke  (9),  Ceredigion  (c.7),  Montgomery  (1),  Meirionnydd  (4), 
Caernarfon  (5+),  Anglesey  (12)  and  Flint  (15+).  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 


Apr. 

May  June  July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct.  Nov. 

1 

8  0  0 

16 

39 

24  6 

PURPLE  SANDPIPER  C. 

maritima 

PIBYDD  DU 

Widely  scattered  in  all  coastal  counties  except  Carmarthen  at  both  ends  of  the  year,  usually 
as  single  birds  or  small  groups.  It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  more  than  c.130  were  wintering  in 
Wales.  There  were  records  up  to  May  21st  and  from  late  July.  The  main  groups  were  8-10  at 
Port  Eynon  Glamorgan  from  January  to  March,  7  at  Blackpill  there  on  Jan.  3rd  and  7  at 
Newton  beach  on  Feb.  22nd,  10  at  The  Smalls  Pembroke  on  Sept.  26th,  9  at  Skomer  in 
November  and  7  in  December,  max.  of  17  at  Aberystwyth  Ceredigion  in  April  and  12  in 
December,  peaks  of  25  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  in  January,  32  in  March  and  20  in  early 
November  and  1 1  at  Cemlyn  Anglesey  on  Mar.  9th  and  12  on  May  3rd. 

DUNLIN  C.  alpina  PIBYDD  Y MAWN 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of 
1000  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as  available.  See  also  page  82. 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

800010000  2000 

500 

300 

14 

25 

30 

75 

700 

4000 

5500 

St.  Brides/Uskmouth 

2000  1400 

8 

11 

7 

12 

8 

60 

2000 

Goldcliff/Redwick 

4500  5000 

70 

75 

300 

1 

30 

110 

300 

71 

1000 

10000 

Undy 

150  500 

18 

120 

70 

1 

100 

150 

1000 

Mathern 

1500  250 

5 

14 

11 

1 

2 

135 

50 

Glamorgan  Taff/Ely  Est. 

1850  1500 

3000 

12 

1000 

2000 

3000 

Blackpill 

1680  1540 

1460 

118 

556 

9 

32 

258 

187 

184 

1610 

1130 

Burry  (S) 

676014460 

710 

30 

660 

20 

1310 

3620 

960 

4840 

4340 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

561  405 

43 

69 

128 

12 

421 

211 

29 

905 

465 

1245 

34 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

T/T/G 

658 

963 

232 

6 

200 

461 

130 

390 

264 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

8561 

5247 

362 

387 

247 

2533 

5209 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

1240 

980 

52 

49 

72 

51 

706 

532 

238 

617 

203 

Meirionnydd  D'Glas. 

860 

3 

20 

21 

20 

250 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

2160  2900 

730 

300 

50 

6 

1 1 

422 

138 

90 

320 

480 

Oakenholt 

500 

350 

750 

33 

350 

1050 

600 

There  were  also  up  to  3000  at  Gronant  Beach  Flint  in  January  and  February.  The  only 
breeding  record  came  from  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7),  where  5  territories  were 
detected  in  3  1-Km  squares  on  the  Elenydd. 

BUFF-BREASTED  SANDPIPER  Tryngites  subrufcollis *  P1BYDD  BRONLLWYD 

One  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  Sept.  23rd. 

RUFF  Philomachus  pugnax*  PIBYDD  TORCHOG 

Present  in  every  month,  with  a  total  of  c.134  recorded.  At  least  23  were  wintering  in  the 
early  months  but  only  3  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Birds  were  noted  in  Gwent  (7-8), 
Glamorgan  (8),  Carmarthen  (c.10),  Pembroke  (21),  Ceredigion  (8-12),  Montgomery  (1, 
at  Dolydd  Hafren  on  Apr.  8th,  the  only  inland  record),  Caernarfon  (c.16),  Anglesey  (3)  and 
Flint  (at  least  60).  Monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

23  20  23  30  31  2  7  30  22  12  3  3 

JACK  SNIPE  Lymnocryptes  minimus  GIACH  FACH 

Recorded  until  Apr.  18th  and  from  Sept.  27th,  with  a  wide  scatter  of  singles  and  small 
groups,  but  the  only  groups  of  more  than  2  were  3  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Oct.  26th 
and  4-5  there  on  Nov.  2nd  and  up  to  4  at  Conwy  RSPB  Caernarfon  in  November.  The 
records  refer  to  only  c.90  birds  in  all  but  probably  much  under-estimate  the  true  status  of 
this  skulking  species. 

SNIPE  Gallinago  gallinago  GIACH  GYFFREDIN 

Monthly  max.  at  sites  with  significant  winter  counts  are  tabulated  as  available,  mainly  as 
peak  counts  for  each  winter  period. 


Jan.  Feb. 

Mar. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Clyne  Common 

38 

102 

Carmarthen  Penclacwydd 

35  58 

18 

24 

116 

40 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

27  100 

16 

43 

40 

133 

Brecon  Llangorse  Lake 

22 

48 

32 

Glasbury 

33 

51 

There  were  also  40+  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Feb.  7th  and  49  at  St.  Brides  there 
on  Dec.  26th,  40  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  in  February  and  43  at  Port  Talbot  Old  Docks 
there  on  Feb.  9th,  106  at  Herbrandston  Pembroke  on  Nov.  12th  and  100-150  at  Newgale 
Marsh  there  on  Dec.  21st,  40  at  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  Denbigh  on  Jan.  16th  and  60  at  Gronant 
Flint  on  Nov.  21st. 

Rather  little  breeding  information  received  but  in  Ceredigion  a  50%  decline  to  8  pairs 
was  recorded  in  the  Dyfi  Marshes,  in  Brecon  3-4  pairs  on  Carngafallt  RSPB  was  an  increase 
and  5  pairs  were  found  on  c.220  ha  of  bog  at  Llanwrtyd  Wells,  in  the  Radnor  survey  (see 
page  7),  a  total  of  44  pairs  was  noted  in  36  1-Km  squares  distributed  in  1 1  10-Km  squares, 
in  Montgomery  there  were  2  nests  at  Morfa  Dyfi  NR,  and  a  single  pair  bred  at  Malltraeth 
RSPB  Anglesey. 
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LONG-BILLED  DOWITCHER  Limnodromus  scolopaceus *  GIACH  GYLFIN-HIR 

One  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  Oct.  18-2 1st,  the  first  county  record,  and  one  seen 
intermittently  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen  between  Nov.  30th  and  Dec.  10th. 


WOODCOCK  Scolopax  rusticola  CYFFYLOG 

All  records  of  roding  birds  are  given  and  all  would  be  welcome,  as  the  breeding  status  of 
this  species  in  Wales  remains  poorly  understood.  Gwent:  roding  noted  at  Beacon  Hill, 
Trelleck  Hill,  Mynydd  Du  Forest  and  Wentwood;  Glamorgan:  roding  noted  at  Wem  Ddu 
and  Rudry  Common;  Brecon:  one  roding  near  Grwyne  Fawr  on  June  1st  was  the  only 
record,  none  being  found  in  the  Crychan  Forest,  a  frequent  site;  Montgomery:  present  in 
the  breeding  season  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB;  Denbigh:  c.4  roding  at  Nercwys  Forest,  4 
reding  at  woodland  at  Pen-y-ffordd  near  Mold  but  none  found  in  the  Ruabon  area;  Flint: 
roding  noted  at  Llyn  Helyg. 


BLACK-TAILED  GODWIT  Limosa  limosa  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONDDU 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  were: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 
Carmarthen 

105 

210 

170 

55 

60 

1 

1 

Penclacwydd 

93 

124 

245 

124 

133 

121 

134 

168 

327 

251 

271 

241 

Flint  Oakenholt 

320 

1300 

1100 

145 

12 

11 

45  .. 

1400 

1600 

620 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

57 

330 

975 

1350 

620 

520 

455 

48 

70 

21 

84 

47 

Numbers  are  increasing  at  Penclacwydd  and  summering  birds  have  been  increasing  at 
Inner  Marsh  Farm  for  the  past  10  years.  Counts  at  the  Flint  sites  may  include  some  overlap 
as  roost  sites  vary  around  the  Dee  Est.  Elsewhere  a  scatter  of  small  groups  recorded  around 
the  coast,  mainly  during  passage  seasons  and  of  fewer  than  15  birds,  but  there  were  max.  of 
70  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  Gwent  in  September  and  65  in  October.  Inland  there  were  3  at 
Llyn  Traffwll  Anglesey  on  Apr.  26th  and  8  at  Llyn  Alaw  there  on  May  25th  and,  in 
Denbigh,  one  along  R.  Clwyd  on  Mar.  28th  and  one  at  Ruabon  on  Nov.  3rd. 

BAR-TAILED  GODWIT  L.  lapponica  RHOSTOG  GYNFFONFRITH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  100  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
available. 
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Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June  July  Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

320 

710 

200 

50 

5 

10 

10 

180 

90 

Carmarthen  T/T/G 

350 

147 

22 

75 

4 

27 

There  was  also  a  max.  of  89  at  Blackpill  Glamorgan  in  January  and  100+  at  Newton 
beach  there  on  May  1st.  Fifty  flew  NE  at  Fairbourne  Meirionnydd  on  Mar.  20th.  Inland  one 
at  Glasbury  Brecon  on  May  3rd. 


WHIMBREL  Numenius  phaeopus  COEGYLFINIR 

Single  birds  were  wintering  at  Goldcliff/Redwick  Gwent  in  the  early  months  and  on 
Skokholm  Pembroke  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  at  both  ends  of  the  year  and  around  the 
Bagillt  Bank,  Dee  Est.  Flint  at  the  year’s  end.  Spring  passage  was  noted  between  Mar.  9th 
and  June  6th  and  autumn  passage  from  July  9th  to  Sept.  22nd.  Movements  at  both  seasons 
were  unexceptional.  Monthly  max.  on  the  south  side  of  the  Burry  Inlet  were: 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct. 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S)  5  100  285  125  100  20  10  0 

On  the  north  side  of  the  Burry  Carmarthen  there  were  max.  of  85  in  May  and  18  in 
August.  Elsewhere  there  were  spring  max.  in  Gwent  of  85  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  in  April 
and  70  at  Goldcliff  in  May,  in  Pembroke  of  36  at  the  Gann  on  May  8th,  40  at  Skokholm  on 
9th  and  135  at  Brownslade  on  June  6th,  in  Ceredigion  of  51  at  Aberystwyth  on  May  2nd 
and  30  at  Morfa  Dyfi  Montgomery  in  May.  Very  few  were  noted  in  the  Dee  Est.  Flint,  with 
a  max.  of  1 1  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Apr.  30th.  Few  on  autumn  passage  outside  the  Burry 
Inlet  but  a  total  of  215  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  between  July  12th  and  Sept.  12th, 
with  a  max.  of  26  on  July  24th.  Inland  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Apr.  30th,  2  at 
Llanwrthwl  there  and  4  at  Maesteg  Glamorgan  on  May  1st,  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res. 
Gwent  on  July  9th  and  one  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  8th. 


CURLEW  N:  arquatus  GYLFIN1R 

Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  500 
at  least  once)  are  tabulated.  See  also  table  on  page  82. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  PW 

160 

430 

120 

250 

60 

90 

450 

416 

310 

325 

50 

50 

Undy 

15 

350 

20 

500 

600 

550 

Glamorgan  Burry  (S) 

730 

700 

445 

265 

35 

85 

1765 

1205 

1460 

920 

790 

625 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

350 

618 

1139 

608 

153 

580 

2178 

2062 

1894 

396 

783 

1218 

T/T/G 

260 

223 

237 

1 

2 

35 

24 

127 

348 

291 

517 

820 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

1087 

1189 

635 

1161 

1295 

1095 

867 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

179 

592 

508 

290 

4 

69 

500 

808 

631 

635 

498 

681 

Meirionnydd  D’Glas. 

20 

315 

91 

350 

70 

370 

Caernarfon  Conwy 

31 

892 

325 

250 

150 

770 

800 

450 

365 

170 

170 

172 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

914 

1000 

940 

584 

120 

215 

1470 

1430 

1390 

1410 

990 

810 

Important  flocks  inland  were  max.  of  55  at  Glasbury  Brecon/Radnor  in  the  early  months 
and  60  in  December  and  130  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  Montgomery  on  Jan.  25th  and  1 15  there 
on  Nov.  1 1th. 

Systematic  breeding  reports  were:  Gwent:  an  increase  in  reports  with  single  pairs 
breeding  in  3  sites  and  territorial  birds  noted  in  11  more;  Pembroke:  13  territories  on 
Skomer  with  nesting  success  of  0.54  young/nest;  Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  19  pairs  bred 
on  the  Dyfi  marshes;  Brecon:  62-63  breeding  pairs  found  altogether.  The  main 
concentrations  were  of  1 1  on  Mynydd  Epynt  and  21-22  in  bog  areas  around  Llanwrtyd 
Wells-Beulah;  Radnor:  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7)  recorded  breeding  birds  in  123  1- 
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Km  squares  distributed  throughout  the  county  and  holding  a  total  of  134-139  pairs.  Most 
squares  held  only  single  pairs  and  the  main  groups  were  Aberedw  Hill  (4  pairs),  Llandewi  (7 
pairs)  and  the  Maelienydd  (6  pairs);  Montgomery:  one  pair  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR,  6 
pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  and  5  on  Pale  Moor,  4  rearing  young;  Anglesey:  a  pair  failed  at 
Malltraeth  RSPB;  Denbigh:  some  increase  was  possible  in  the  number  breeding  on 
moorland  areas  around  Llangollen.  See  also  page  66. 

SPOTTED  REDSHANK  Tringa  erythropus*  PIBYDD  COESGOCH MANNOG 

Noted  in  all  months,  with  wintering  birds  recorded  in  Gwent,  with  one  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge  each  end  of  the  year,  Carmarthen,  with  3  at  Penclacwydd  each  end  of  the  year, 
Pembroke,  with  up  to  6  around  the  Cleddau  Est.  in  the  early  months  and  4  in  December, 
Caernarfon,  with  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  to  Apr.  15th  and  3  there  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and 
the  Dee  Est.  Flint,  with  8  at  Oakenholt  in  January  and  4  in  December  and  one  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  in  January  and  4  in  December.  The  Dee  Est.  and  Penclacwydd  were  the  only 
sites  to  attract  groups  of  migrants  and  only  6  single  birds  were  recorded  elsewhere  on 
passage  in  Wales,  with  none  inland.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

16  18  20  24  14  5  17  22  37  22  19  20 

REDSHANK  T.  totanus  PIBYDD  COESGOCH 


Occurs  in  all  Welsh  estuaries  and  the  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  300 
at  least  once)  were.  See  also  table  on  page  82. 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  Mathern 

27 

2 

24 

70 

16 

320 

260 

150 

40 

Glamorgan  Rhymney  Est. 

250 

400 

145 

370 

800 

500 

500 

Taff/Ely  Est. 

24 

53 

318 

360 

100 

Burry  (S) 

265 

180 

110 

30 

2 

3 

330 

335 

350 

145 

265 

110 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

585 

598 

264 

291 

34 

374 

565 

857 

1051 

754 

252 

535 

T/T/G 

130 

81 

121 

10 

295 

100 

74 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

577 

440 

356 

294 

364 

386 

553 

Caernarfon  Conwy  Est. 

45 

156 

68 

41 

5 

21 

34 

100 

307 

205 

253 

320 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

149 

172 

321 

240 

125 

136 

277 

400 

250 

78 

Oakenholt 

330 

400 

25 

110 

234 

490 

480 

1100 

262 

Inner  Marsh  Farm 

0 

120 

500 

200 

6 

2 

25 

48 

23 

47 

17 

40 

Bagillt  Bank  (low  tide) 

581 

1630 

There  were  also  1 140  at  Mostyn  Dock  on  the  Dee  Est.  in  August. 

The  results  of  a  sample  survey  of  breeding  pairs  in  saltmarsh  by  RSPB  in  1996  are 
tabulated;  the  survey  repeated  one  done  in  1985: 


Total 

Pairs  seen 

County 

Site 

Area  (ha) 

pairs 

with  young 

Gwent 

Caldicot  Levels 

105 

2 

0 

St.  Brides 

31.2 

6-7 

1 

Gower 

Llwchwr 

52.6 

1-2 

2 

Carmarthen 

Trostre 

92.1 

17 

1 

Pembrey  Burrows 

72.5 

4-5 

0 

Gwendraeth 

402 

9-10 

0 

Ceredigion 

Ynys-hir 

23.6 

9-10 

5 

The  overall  density  of  6-7  pairs/Km2  was  comparatively  low  for  Britain  but,  despite 
marked  local  variations,  virtually  no  overall  change  was  recorded  in  1996.  In  1997  breeding 
pairs  were  recorded  as  follows:  Gwent:  7  pairs  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  and  one  at 
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Marshfield;  Glamorgan:  single  pairs  at  Rumney  Great  Wharf  (with  young),  Whiteford 
Point  and  Crymlyn  Burrows  and  birds  present  at  Llanrhidian  Marsh  and  Baglan  Bay; 
Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  a  total  of  71  pairs  bred  in  the  Dyfi  marshes,  a  decline  of  23%  cf 
1996;  Radnor:  a  pair  at  the  Maelienydd;  Montgomery:  1-2  pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren  reared 
no  young,  a  pair  bred  at  Llyn  Newydd  and  there  were  2  pairs  at  Morfa  Dyfi  on  Apr.  14th; 
Caernarfon:  2  pairs  fledged  6  young  at  Conwy  RSPB;  Flint:  2  pairs  displayed  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  but  no  evidence  of  successful  breeding  there  or  elsewhere  around  the  Dee  Est. 

MARSH  SANDPIPER  T.  stagnatilis *  PIBYDD  Y  GORS 

1994:  One  on  R.  Clwyd  at  Rhuddlan  from  Aug.  9-27th.  There  are  now  5  records  for  Wales. 

GREENSHANK  T.  nebularia  PIBYDD  COESWERDD 

Recorded  in  every  month,  winter  records  including  up  to  6  in  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  in 
the  early  months  and  7  at  the  end  of  the  year;  one  or  two  were  also  wintering  each  end  of  the 
year  in  the  Burry  Inlet  Glamorgan/Carmarthen,  T/T/G  Carmarthen  and  the  Dee  Est. 
Flint  and,  in  January,  there  were  also  one  at  Neath  Abbey  marsh  Glamorgan  on  2nd  and  4 
at  Spinnies  NR  Caernarfon  on  the  18th.  The  largest  passage  concentrations  noted  were  of 
max.  of  59  at  Penclacwydd  Carmarthen,  49  at  the  Cleddau  Est.  Pembroke  and  59  at  Inner 
Marsh  Farm  Flint,  all  in  September.  As  usual  quite  widely  recorded  inland,  particularly  in 
autumn.  Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

15  12  24  9  34  14  79  250  283  123  16  13 

GREEN  SANDPIPER  T.  ochropus  PIBYDD  GWYRDD 

There  were  17-19  wintering  in  the  early  months  and  12-14  at  the  end  of  the  year,  in  Gwent 
(3  &  2),  Glamorgan  (8  &  4),  Pembroke  (4-5  &  2),  Ceredigion  (1  &  0),  Brecon  (2-3  &  5- 
7),  Radnor  (3  &  0)  and  Caernarfon  (1  &  1).  In  Brecon  wintering  birds  had  returned  by 
July  12th.  Otherwise  a  scatter  on  passage,  mainly  in  autumn,  in  all  counties  but  numbers 
everywhere  small. 

WOOD  SANDPIPER  T.  glareola*  PIBYDD  Y  GRAEAN 

A  high  total  of  30  recorded  altogether,  4  in  spring  between  May  2-June  27th  and  26  in 
autumn  between  July  4th  and  Sept.  21st,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan  (5),  Carmarthen  (2), 
Pembroke  (5),  Ceredigion  (1),  Brecon  (1)  and  Flint  (15).  Monthly  totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

2  2  4  14  8 

COMMON  SANDPIPER  Actitis  hypoleucos  PIBYDD  Y  DORLAN 

The  only  wintering  birds  recorded  were  singles  at  Chepstow  Gwent  on  Feb.  6th,  at 
Penclawdd  and  the  R.  Afan  Gower  in  the  early  months  and  1-2  at  the  Dyfi  Est.  Ceredigion 
at  the  end  of  the  year.  One  at  Scethrog  Brecon  on  Mar.  23rd  was  an  early  arrival.  Passage 
was  otherwise  unexceptional. 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were:  Brecon: 
1 1  territories  along  R.  Usk  from  Pencelli  to  Talybont  and  7  along  R.  Wye  from  Llyswen  to 
Ffordd  Fawr.  Breeding  success  was  poor  owing  to  heavy  rain  and  floods  in  June; 
Ceredigion/Meirionnydd:  a  total  of  3  pairs  on  the  whole  area  of  the  Dyfi  Est.  SSSI; 
Montgomery:  3-6  pairs  at  Dolydd  Hafren  NR  and  2  pairs  at  Cwm  Llinau. 

TURNSTONE  Arenaria  interpres  CWTIAD  Y  TRAETH 

The  monthly  max.  at  the  main  sites  (holding  counts  of  50  at  least  once)  are  tabulated  as 
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available.  See  also  table  on  page  82. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May  June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gwent  G’cliff/Redwick 

110 

11 

25 

35 

14 

11 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

333 

100 

52 

2 

1 

6 

5 

21 

69 

50 

Swansea  E  Pier 

129 

51 

145 

27 

35 

38 

80 

85 

Whiteford  Point 

54 

6 

44 

117 

Port  Talbot 

30 

20 

29 

30 

12 

33 

47 

38 

31 

38 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

106 

5 

20 

117 

13 

33 

158 

4 

20 

Pembroke  Cleddau  Est. 

35 

13 

24 

62 

178 

47 

Flint  Mostyn  Dock 

15 

45 

33 

13 

30 

73 

60 

55 

43 

In  Ceredigion,  there 

was  a 

max. 

of  65  at  Aberarth  on 

Aug. 

13th. 

Inland  there  singles  at 

Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  July  29th  and  Aug.  3rd  and  23rd. 

WILSON’S  PHALAROPE  Phalaropus  tricolor *  LLYDANDROED  WILSON 

One  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  from  Sept.  24th  to  Oct.  6th,  see  photo. 

GREY  PHALAROPE  P.  fulicarius *  LLYDANDROED  LLWYD 

1996:  Singles  at  St.  Brides  Gwent  over  Oct.  2-3rd  and  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  Glamorgan  from 
Nov.  9- 13th. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Pembroke:  a  total  of  10  passed  Strumble  Head  between  Sept.  4th 
and  Nov.  22nd,  max.  5  on  Oct.  10th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Aberystwyth  from  Dec.  27-3 1st; 
Caernarfon:  singles  at  Porthmadog  over  Sept.  10- 12th  and  Bardsey  on  Oct.  10th. 

POMARINE  SKUA  Stercorarius  pomarinus*  SGIWEN  FRECH 

In  spring  an  intriguing  movement  off  Gwent  on  May  9th,  when  4  flew  down-channel  past 
Goldcliff  and  then  11  passed  Peterstone/Wentlooge  in  the  same  direction,  before  returning 
and  disappearing  back  up-channel.  Elsewhere  in  spring  singles  off  Skokholm  Pembroke  on 
Apr.  24th,  Tutt  Head  Glamorgan  on  May  5th  and  Port  Eynon  Point  there  on  June  16th. 

In  the  autumn  there  were  records  from  Glamorgan,  with  singles  off  Porthcawl  on  Aug. 
28th  and  Lavernock  Point  on  Nov.  9th,  Pembroke,  with  3  off  Ramsey  on  Sept.  20th  and  a 
total  of  14  past  Strumble  Head  between  Sept.  4th  and  Nov.  18th,  Ceredigion,  with  one  off 
Ynys-las  on  Aug.  20th,  Caernarfon,  with  2  off  Bardsey  on  Oct.  17th,  Anglesey,  with  one 
off  Point  Lynas  on  Sept.  8th  and  Flint,  with  4  singles  off  Point  of  Ayr  between  Aug.  29th 
and  Oct.  12th. 

ARCTIC  SKUA  S.  parasiticus  SGIWEN  Y  GOGLEDD 

Only  16  spring  birds  noted,  between  Apr.  1st  and  May  29th,  in  Gwent  (5),  Glamorgan  (2), 
Carmarthen  (3),  Pembroke  (4)  and  Anglesey  (2).  In  the  autumn  recorded  between  July 
13th  and  Nov.  9th  off  coastal  counties.  The  largest  movements  were  noted  off  Pembroke, 
with  a  total  of  342  passing  various  watching  points  between  June  13th  and  Nov.  9th.  The 
main  passage  was  noted  off  Strumble  Head,  with  a  total  of  323,  the  third  highest  total 
recorded  there,  on  45  dates,  with  max.  of  30  on  Aug.  29th  and  Sept.  5th  and  52  on  6th;  at 
Bardsey  Caernarfon  a  total  of  47  noted  between  Aug.  31st  and  Oct.  17th  and,  at  Point  of 
Ayr  Flint,  a  total  of  140  noted  between  July  15th  and  Nov.  8th,  with  max.  of  18  on  Sept. 
6th,  19  on  7th  and  14  on  9th.  Inland  there  was  one  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Aug.  31st. 

LONG-TAILED  SKUA  S.  longicaudus*  SGIWEN LOSTFAIN 

In  Pembroke  one  off  St.  David’s  Head  on  Aug.  30th  and  a  total  of  19  passed  Strumble 
Head  on  10  dates  between  Aug.  20th  and  Oct.  10th,  with  a  max.  of  7  on  Aug.  29th.  There 
were  also  3  off  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  10th  and  3  singles  passed  Point  of  Ayr  Flint 
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between  Sept.  6th  and  Oct.  I Oth. 


GREAT  SKUA  Catharacta  skua  *  SGIWEN  FA  WR 

In  spring  a  total  of  17-22  recorded  offshore  between  Feb.  21st  and  June  22nd.  In  autumn  a 
total  of  c.242  noted  around  the  coast  between  July  13th  and  Nov.  19th.  As  usual,  most  (191) 
were  seen  off  Pembroke  and  mainly  off  Strumble  Head,  where  a  total  of  176  passed  on  49 
dates  between  July  23rd  and  Nov.  19th,  max.  16  on  Aug.  29th  and  Sept.  1 3th.  Elsewhere  25 
passed  Bardsey  Caernarfon  between  Aug.  28th  and  Oct.  17th,  8  passed  Point  Lynas 
Anglesey  on  Sept.  13th  and  10-12  passed  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  between  July  16th  and  Sept. 
13th.  In  December  unusual  numbers  appeared  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  during  gales, 
with  one  on  1 1th,  26  on  26th  and  3  on  27th. 


MEDITERRANEAN  GULL  Lams  melanocephalus*  GWYLAN  MOR  Y  CANOLDIR 
1996:  A  min.  of  70  recorded  in  Gwent  and  E.  Glamorgan  during  the  year,  making  a  total 
of  at  least  168  altogether  for  Wales. 

1997:  Recorded  in  every  month,  with  at  least  178  birds,  in  Gwent  (c.  18),  Glamorgan  (min. 
76),  Carmarthen  (9),  Pembroke  (49),  Ceredigion  (9-13),  Caernarfon  (8),  Anglesey  (2) 
and  Flint  (8-10).  As  usual  the  most  important  single  site  was  Blackpill  Glamorgan,  where 
birds  were  present  in  every  month,  the  records  involving  at  least  32  birds;  the  max.  counts  of 
each  age  group  were  16  adults  on  Sept.  19th,  6  2nd  year  birds  on  Aug.  31st  and  Sept.  20th 
and  10  1st  year  birds  on  July  2nd,  of  individuals  was  of  22  on  Sept.  19th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  away  from  Blackpill  were: 


Jan.  Feb. 
adults  17  15 

immatures  4  13 

unaged  0  0 


Mar. 

4 

2 

1 


Apr. 

0 

2 

5 


May 

0 

5 

1 


June 

0 

3 

0 


July 

11 

6 

1 


Aug. 

5 

3 

0 


Sept. 

3 

8 

6 


Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

10  21  15 

8  10  6 

2  2  2 


LITTLE  GULL  L.  minutus *  GWYLAN  FECHAN 

Up  to  377  birds  were  seen  altogether,  in  Gwent  (3-4),  Glamorgan  (13),  Pembroke  (42), 
Ceredigion  (73),  Caernarfon  (9),  Anglesey  (3)  and  Flint  (up  to  233).  There  were  reports 
for  every  month  except  July.  The  records  include  exceptional  movements  of  51  N  off  Ynys- 
las  Ceredigion  on  Jan.  21st  and  of  a  total  of  230  off  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  between  Feb.  13th 
and  Apr.  3rd,  max.  62  W  on  Feb.  18th.  Records  from  NW  England  show  that  at  least  one 
group  of  50-60  individuals  was  recorded  widely  from  Morecambe  Bay  to  Hilbre  Island 
during  February.  The  Flint  records  possibly  refer  to  wanderings,  perhaps  feeding 
movements,  by  these  birds  rather  than  a  true  passage.  Spring  passage  was  minimal, 
involving  14-15  birds  between  Mar.  17th  and  June  27th.  Autumn  passage  continued  from 
Aug.  27th  to  end  December,  involving  c.77  birds,  mainly  off  Strumble  Head,  with  33  on  15 
dates  between  Aug.  27th  and  Dec.  27th;  there  were  also  15  off  Borth  Ceredigion  on  Oct. 
6th.  Approximate  monthly  totals  away  from  Strumble  Head  were: 


Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

52  67-235  1  5  4-5  4  0  1  5  23  8  2 

SABINE’S  GULL  L.  sabini*  GWYLAN  SABINE 

1996:  In  Glamorgan  singles  at  Lavernock  Point  and  Aberthaw  on  Oct.  29th  and  a  juvenile 
at  several  coastal  localities  from  Oct.  29th-Nov.  1 1th. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  an  immature  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Aug.  31st; 
Pembroke:  single  juveniles  off  Ramsey  on  Sept.  5th  and  13th  and  record  numbers  off 
Strumble  Head,  with  a  total  of  42  passing  on  15  dates  between  Aug.  29th  and  Oct.  13th, 
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max.  12  on  Sept.  13th,  also  a  record;  Ceredigion:  2  passed  Mwnt  on  Sept.  13th; 
Meirionnydd:  a  juvenile  feeding  off  Aberdysynni  on  Sept.  3rd  and  an  adult  there  on  6th; 
Caernarfon:  a  juvenile  off  Bardsey  on  Aug.  29th,  2  there  on  Sept.  1st  and  one  off  Criccieth 
on  3rd;  Anglesey:  a  juvenile  at  Porth  Cwyfan  on  Sept.  4th. 

BLACK-HEADED  GULL  L.  ridibundus  GWYLAN  PENDDU 


Systematic  counts  from  10  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  very  common 
species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Ogmore  Est.  2300 

3000 

3 

400 

98 

3000 

200 

3000 

1700 

Blackpill 

5450 

2850 

640 

197 

125 

219 

2170 

2482 

2660 

1834 

3060 

3500 

Port  Talbot 

930 

400 

490 

5 

1 

19 

370 

460 

420 

450 

550 

740 

Burry  (S) 

1070 

610 

10 

20 

20 

180 

4720 

6980 

3220 

1000 

445 

3930 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

167 

306 

5 

3 

10 

923 

848 

1747 

995 

945 

184 

118 

Upper  Loughor 

501 

307 

18 

22 

145 

178 

1686 

1530 

2148 

1706 

756 

698 

T/T/G 

377 

657 

403 

95 

59 

1379 

1608 

693 

350 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

39 

151 

275 

402 

295 

30 

975 

450 

287 

301 

327 

665 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

24 

180 

262 

35 

255 

104 

25 

363 

502 

301 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

2000+ 

1152 

4800 

3050 

825 

59 

Inland  in  Brecon  the  roost  at  Llangorse  Lake  had  max.  of  2000  in  February  and  670  in 
November  and  December. 

Breeding  information  was  received  as  follows:  Gower:  bred  on  the  7  Sisters,  with  a  max. 
of  120  birds  on  June  22nd.  Breeding  success  was  poor  with  many  young  dead  and  eggs 
abandoned  owing  to  heavy  storms;  Brecon:  none  bred  at  Llyn  Traeth  Bach,  50  nests  at 
Brechfa  Pool  and  3  at  Llyn  Dwr;  Radnor:  2  pairs  reared  3  young  on  a  pool  on  the  Begwns 
and  a  colony  of  140  adults  and  40+  young  at  Wenrhydd,  Elenydd;  Montgomery:  150  pairs 
at  Llyn  y  Tarw,  100  pairs  at  Llyn  Newydd  and  15  at  Llyn  Mawr;  Anglesey:  300  pairs  with 
160+  young  at  the  Llyn  Alaw  colony;  Denbigh:  56  adults  and  14  young  at  Llyn  Bran  on 
July  8th;  Flint:  a  large  colony  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  was  estimated  at  c.1000  pairs  but  no 
accurate  census.  Other  Welsh  colonies  not  reported  on. 

RING-BILLED  GULL  L.  delawarensis*  GWYLAN  FODRWYBIG 

Blackpill  Glamorgan  was,  as  usual  the  main  site,  with  at  least  8  individuals  seen  and  noted 
on  62  dates  there  between  Jan.  1st  and  July  18th  and  on  4  from  Nov.  27th.  Four  on  Apr.  9th 
was  the  largest  count.  All  other  records  were:  Glamorgan:  singles  at  the  Taff/Ely  Est.  on 
Apr.  5th  and  Aberavon  beach  on  Sept.  5th;  Pembroke:  about  8  individuals  altogether,  with 
monthly  totals  of  Jan.  (5),  Feb.  (4),  Mar.  (1),  Aug.  (1)  and  Sept.  (1);  Ceredigion:  one  in  the 
Teifi  Est.  on  Jan.  5th;  Flint:  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Apr.  5th. 


COMMON  GULL  L.  conus  GWYLAN  Y  GWEUNYDD 

Systematic  counts  from  7  sites  give  some  indication  of  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this 
common  Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

2290 

2170 

1560 

556 

109 

25 

102 

316 

287 

1357 

1990 

1501 

Burry  (S) 

50 

435 

4 

115 

15 

20 

585 

995 

1220 

835 

255 

50 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

2 

6 

4 

125 

265 

23 

25 

26 

16 

Upper  Loughor 

39 

85 

21 

216 

140 

68 

330 

120 

T/T/G 

286 

646 

114 

1 

10 

37 

193 

487 

384 

251 

Meirionnydd  Dysynni 

9 

625 

200 

100 

1 

106 

200 

350 

Denbigh  Doiwen  Res. 

280 

300 

400 

800 
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Dotterel,  Garreg  Lwyd  Colin  Richards 


Wilson’s  Phalarope,  Point  of  Ayr 


Gary  Bellingham 


Shorelark.  Point  of  Ayr  Gary  Bellingham 


Rosy  Starling.  Anglesey  Gary  Bellingham 


Bluethroat,  Conwy 


Iain  Leach 


Isabelline  Wheatear,  Bardsey  A.  Silcocks 


Lanceolated  Warbler,  Bardsey 


A.  Si  I  cocks 


Golden  Oriole,  Bardsey  A.  Silcocks 


There  were  also  counts  in  Flint  of  1200  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Jan.  2nd  and  400  there  and 
500+  at  Gronant  on  Feb.  8th  and  1 180  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Sept.  19th. 


LESSER  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  fuscus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  LEIAF 

Systematic  counts  at  6  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common  species  at  the 
coast: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

19 

159 

37 

28 

28 

38 

27 

64 

102 

74 

21 

23 

Port  Talbot 

29 

31 

51 

98 

103 

90 

232 

111 

43 

27 

19 

23 

Burry  (S) 

.45 

15 

5 

25 

20 

75 

55 

85 

65 

50 

60 

15 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

14 

15 

20 

27 

19 

52 

83 

44 

6 

26 

33 

9 

Upper  Loughor 

22 

21 

62 

36 

42 

234 

356 

446 

362 

124 

55 

28 

T/T/G 

1 

18 

1 

9 

15 

9 

33 

20 

59 

41 

Inland  counts  for  this  species  are  usually  larger  and,  in  Gwent,  there  were  up  to  1000  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  and  500+  at  Llansabbath  in  September,  up  to  350  at  Garnlydan  Res. 
during  August  to  October  and  c.1500  at  the  Silent  Valley  landfill  site  on  Dec.  30th.  In 
Glamorgan  there  were  1200  at  Dowlais  on  Feb.  28th  and  1418  near  Rhaslas  Pond  on  Aug. 
25th  and  in  Brecon  there  were  max.  of  300  at  Glasbury  on  Oct.  15th,  130  at  Talybont  Res. 
on  Nov.  6th,  363  at  Ponsticill  Res.  on  15th,  and  860  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Dec.  5th.  The 
major  roost  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  Pembroke  had  max.  of  5000  on  Sept.  24th  and  1 1-12,000 
on  Nov.  7th.  There  were  also  730  between  Haroldston  and  Druidston  on  Dec.  30th. 

Breeding  counts  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  bred  at  Uskmouth  power  station  and  30 
pairs  nested  on  Dunlop  Semtex’s  factory  roof;  Glamorgan:  bred  at  Atlantic  Wharf  Cardiff 
and  at  Tyndall  Industrial  Estate,  8  pairs  on  Port  Talbot  railway  station,  2  at  the  old  Docks 
there  and  3  in  Afan  Way,  and  one  at  Queen’s  Dock  Swansea;  Pembroke:  a  total  population 
of  18,632  pairs,  bred  in  10  sites,  the  main  ones  being  Skokholm,  with  2937  pairs  fledging 
p.600  young,  Skomer,  with  14,343  pairs,  a  further  small  decline  cf  1996  but  again  with 
improved  breeding  success,  Ramsey  with  344  plus  92  at  the  Bishops  &  Clerks,  a  17% 
decline  cf  1996,  and  502  on  Caldey  Island;  Meirionnydd:  230+  adults  at  the  Trawsfynydd 
colony;  Caernarfon:  375  nests  on  Bardsey  fledged  0.49  young  per  nest  and  5  nests  on 
Ynysoedd  Gwylan.  See  also  page  66. 


HERRING  GULL  L.  argentatus  GWYLAN  Y  PENWAIG 

Systematic  counts  from  8  sites  indicate  the  pattern  of  occurrence  for  this  very  common 
species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Glamorgan  Blackpill 

528 

564 

263 

33 

305 

363 

64 

389 

389 

410 

500 

693 

Port  Talbot 

520 

270 

240 

250 

165 

180 

460 

590 

330 

400 

340 

220 

Burry  (S) 

190 

1085 

405 

435 

1010 

1330 

925 

620 

710 

310 

265 

340 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

145 

70 

149 

28 

50 

439 

31 

32 

183 

154 

173 

57 

Upper  Loughor 

36 

3 

10 

7 

30 

92 

8 

17 

18 

5 

28 

16 

T/T/G 

1072 

518 

672 

150 

33 

300 

870 

477 

380 

653 

Meirionnydd  Artro 

123 

400 

238 

180 

109 

201 

22 

103 

Dysynni 

115 

675 

250 

350 

250 

380 

1500 

1030 

1800 

600 

There  were  also  750  at 

Gronant  Flint 

on  Feb.  8th 

i  and 

1910 

at  Point  of 

Ayr  there 

on  the 

24th.  Inland  the  roost  at  Ponsticill  Res.  Brecon  peaked  at  1000  on  Dec.  27th. 

Breeding  counts  received  were:  Gwent:  single  pairs  bred  on  Tintern  Abbey  and  the 
Dunlop  Semtex  factory  and  bred  at  Uskmouth  power  station;  Glamorgan:  5  pairs  in  3 
coastal  groups  and  69  pairs  on  urban  rooftops,  mainly  at  Port  Talbot,  with  52  pairs  on  the 
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steelworks  and  12  at  the  railway  station;  Pembroke:  a  complete  county  census  recorded 
4425  pairs  in  1 1  sites,  the  main  sites  being  Caldey  Island,  with  1334  pairs,  Cemaes  Head  to 
Porth  Stinian,  with  977,  Skomer,  with  361  pairs  and  breeding  success  of  1.24  young/nest, 
Skokholm,  with  336  pairs,  up  6%  cf  1996  and  Ramsey  plus  Bishops  &  Clerks  with  323,  a 
decline  of  14%  cf  1996;  Caernarfon:  502  nests  on  Bardsey  and  295  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan 
and  2  pairs  failed  at  Conwy  RSPB;  Flint:  a  pair  bred  on  a  roof  at  BHP’s  terminal  at  Point  of 
Ayr.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on  but  see  also  page  66. 

Yellow-legged  Gulls  (either  L.  a.  micahelis  or  L.  a.  cachinnans )  were  recorded  as 
follows:  Gwent:  at  least  6  noted  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge  during  May  17-Oct.  12th  and  one 
at  Llandegfedd  Res.  on  Dec.  28th;  Glamorgan:  at  least  20  individuals  recorded  at  various 
localities  during  the  year;  Pembroke:  single  adults  at  Sandy  Haven  on  Feb.  9th,  Garron  Pill 
on  June  23rd  and  Angle  Bay  on  Dec.  13th;  Brecon:  a  second  winter  at  Llangorse  Lake  from 
Jan.  1-Mar.  27th  and  one  there  from  Aug.  27th  to  the  end  of  the  year;  Caernarfon:  single 
adults  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Apr.  2-June  30th  and  on  Sept.  5th,  with  2  from  Apr.  19-May 
18th;  Flint:  single  adults  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Feb.  10th  and  June  21-23rd.  Note  that  BOURC 
has  not  yet  accorded  this  bird  full  specific  status  for  the  British  List. 

ICELAND  GULL  L.  glaucoides*  GWYLAN  YR  ARCTIG 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  at  least  15  individuals  noted,  5  being  adults.  All  records 
were  for  coastal  sites,  in  Jan.  (4),  Feb.  (2),  Mar.  (5),  Apr.  (1),  July  (2),  Sept.  (1),  Nov.  (4) 
and  Dec.  (4);  Pembroke:  a  first  winter  at  the  Gann  and  Dale  A/F  from  Feb.  20-Mar.  13th; 
Caernarfon:  one  on  the  R.  Seiont  on  Mar.  8th  and  a  second  winter  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Feb. 
6th;  Flint:  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  Sept.  16th;  Anglesey:  one  at  Cemlyn  on  June  21st. 

GLAUCOUS  GULL  L.  hyperboreus *  GWYLAN  Y  GOGLEDD 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  a  first  summer  at  Nash  Pools  on  May  10th;  Glamorgan:  one  at 
Flat  Holm  on  Apr.  14th,  a  first  winter  bird  at  Blackpill  on  Jan.  10th  and  June  22-26th  and  a 
second  winter  there  on  Sept.  6th,  a  first  winter  at  Swansea  Docks  from  Jan.  12-Apr.  1st  and 
a  similar  bird  at  Pennard  on  Mar.  28th;  Pembroke:  a  first  winter  bird  at  Milford  Haven 
from  Jan.  4-3 1st,  another  at  Fishguard  Harbour  on  Feb.  10th  and  another  at  Herbrandston  on 
Mar.  23rd;  Ceredigion:  a  first  winter  at  Aberaeron  on  Dec.  15th  and  one  at  Ynys-hir  on 
24th;  Flint:  an  immature  at  Gronant  on  Jan.  23rd  and  an  adult  on  Feb.  24th  and  one  in  the 
Clwyd  Est.  on  Sept.  18th. 

GREAT  BLACK-BACKED  GULL  L.  marinus  GWYLAN  GEFNDDU  FWYAF 


Systematic  counts  from  8  areas  indicate  the  general  pattern  of  occurrence  of  this  common 
Welsh  species: 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

Gower  Blackpill 

14 

16 

11 

20 

44 

268 

379 

93 

23 

39 

28 

30 

Port  Talbot 

22 

10 

5 

9 

5 

3 

1 

18 

13 

13 

11 

12 

Burry  (S) 

45 

90 

20 

30 

20 

35 

30 

295 

280 

90 

90 

20 

Carmarthen  Burry  (N) 

8 

6 

5 

7 

4 

4 

2 

11 

4 

5 

12 

4 

Upper  Loughor 

8 

4 

2 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

8 

4 

3 

5 

T/T/G 

87 

68 

70 

10 

3 

22 

29 

2 

31 

17 

109 

51 

Ceredigion  Dyfi  Est. 

16 

13 

13 

17 

7 

6 

13 

10 

27 

20 

14 

22 

Flint  Point  of  Ayr 

48 

132 

131 

Breeding  colony  counts  received  were:  Pembroke:  a  complete  county  census  recorded  321 
pairs.  The  main  sites  were  Middleholm,  with  69  pairs,  Skomer,  with  54  averaging  1.14 
young/nest,  Skokholm,  39  pairs  with  59  young,  and  Bishops  &  Clerks  with  34  pairs; 
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Caernarfon:  3  pairs  reared  6  young  at  Bardsey  and  51  nests  found  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan; 
Anglesey:  single  pairs  bred  at  Llyn  Alaw  (3  young)  and  Valley  Lakes  RSPB. 

KITTIWAKE  Rissa  tridactyla  GWYLAN  GOESDDU 

1994:  In  Caernarfon  1015  nests  on  Great  Orme  and  856  on  Little  Orme. 

1997:  Breeding  colony  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  38  pairs  at  Devil’s 
Truck  and  92  on  Mumbles  Pier;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  2739  pairs,  continuing 
the  long-term  decline.  Colony  counts  were:  Skomer  1959  nests  with  0.68  chicks/nest, 
Ramsey  474  nests  with  0.85  young/nest,  Grassholm  25  pairs  all  failed  and,  along  the  south 
coast,  204  pairs  between  Freshwater  E  and  Linney  Head;  Ceredigion:  306  nests  at  New 
Quay  Head  but  only  one  at  Lochtyn;  Caernarfon:  205  nests  on  Bardsey  averaged  0.78 
fledged  young  per  nest.  No  other  Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on.  Inland  singles  at 
Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Mar.  18th  and  Aug.  4- 12th. 

GULL-BILLED  TERN  Sterna  nilotica  *  MORWENNOL  YLFINBRAFF 

1996:  One  at  Whiteford  sands  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  14th  was  the  same  as  the  Penclacwydd 
bird  (see  Welsh  Bird  Report  10:44).  It  was  later  seen  at  Tacumshin  Lake,  Wexford,  Ireland. 

CASPIAN  TERN  5.  caspia  *  MORWENNOL  FWYAF 

One  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  6th. 

SANDWICH  TERN  5.  sandvicensis  MORWENNOL  BIGDDU 

In  Anglesey  the  single  Welsh  colony  held  450  pairs  which  fledged  600+  young.  Autumn 
max.  were  190  at  Ynys-las  Ceredigion  on  July  19th  and  a  peak  of  920  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint 
on  22nd;  there  were  316  there  on  Aug.  4th,  numbers  thereafter  falling  steadily  but  there 
were  c.2500  terns  (Sandwich,  Common  and  Little)  feeding  offshore  there  on  Aug.  27th. 
There  were  158  at  Burry  Port  Carmarthen  on  Aug.  29th  and,  in  Meirionnydd,  peaks  of 
110  at  Fairbourne  in  August  and  150  at  Aberdysynni  in  September.  Inland  2  at  Llangorse 
"Lake  Brecon  on  May  27th  and  singles  at  Llandegfedd  Res.  Gwent  on  Aug.  7th  and  27th, 
with  2  on  10th,  when  also  one  at  Llanishen/Lisvane  Res.  Glamorgan.  One  was  seen  off  Port 
Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  22nd. 

ROSEATE  TERN  S.  dougalli*  MORWENNOL  WR1DOG 

Three-four  pairs  bred  in  2  sites  but  only  reared  2  young  and  a  bird  also  bred  with  a  Common 
Tern,  rearing  one  hybrid  young.  An  adult  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  July  1st  and  5  on 
12th  and,  in  Anglesey,  singles  in  Menai  Straits  on  May  17th  and  Cemlyn  on  June  21st. 

COMMON  TERN  5.  hirundo  MORWENNOL  GYFFREDIN 

A  total  of  553  pairs  bred  in  6  colonies  in  N  Wales  but  breeding  success  was  again  mixed, 
the  colony  at  Shotton  Flint  (330  pairs)  rearing  403  young  but  the  5  Anglesey  sites,  with  223 
pairs,  rearing  only  152. 

ARCTIC  TERN  S.  paradisea  MORWENNOL  Y  GOGLEDD 

On  Anglesey  4  colonies  held  1257  pairs,  which  reared  1966  young. 

LITTLE  TERN  5.  albifrons  MORWENNOL  FECHAN 

The  single  Welsh  colony  in  Flint  held  80+  pairs,  by  which  only  9  young  were  reared.  This 
almost  complete  failure  was  due  to  prolonged  heavy  rain  and  fox  predation.  Inland  one  at 
Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  Aug.  30th. 

BLACK  TERN  Chlidonias  niger *  CORSWENNOL  DDU 

A  total  of  c.494  recorded,  in  Gwent  (11),  Glamorgan  (29),  Carmarthen  (4),  Pembroke 
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(335),  Ceredigion  (2),  Brecon  (12),  Montgomery  (4),  Caernarfon  (2)  and  Flint  (96). 
Spring  passage  involved  only  17  birds  between  May  3rd  and  June  3rd  but  autumn  passage 
involved  record  numbers  of  c.477  birds  between  Aug.  5th  and  Sept.  20th,  mainly  off 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke,  with  a  total  of  327  on  15  (dates  between  Aug.  17th  and  Sept. 
20th  of  which  238  passed  during  Aug.  27-29th,  with  daily  totals  of  112,  84  and  42,  and 
Point  of  Ayr  Flint,  where  69  passed  on  Aug.  27th  and  22  on  29th.  Approximate  monthly 
totals  were: 

May  June  July  Aug.  Sept. 

14  3  0  379  96 

WHITE- WINGED  BLACK  TERN  C.  leucopterus*  CORSWENNOL  ADEINWEN 

One  off  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  15th. 

GUILLEMOT  Uria  aalge  GWYLOG 

1994:  In  Caernarfon  1935  counted  on  ledges  on  Great  Orme  and  980  on  Little  Orme. 

1997:  Breeding  counts  were  recorded  as  follows:  Gower:  50  counted  on  Worms  Head  on 
July  6th;  Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  23,785  birds  on  ledges.  Individual  colony 
counts  were:  Skomer  9721,  an  increase  of  28%  and  with  an  average  of  0.77  young  per  active 
site,  Middleholm  214,  Skokholm  613  with  an  average  of  0.95  young/site,  Ramsey  2904, 
Bishops  &  Clerks  7,  Grassholm  712,  south  coast  8379,  an  increase  of  20%  cf  1996,  Caldey 
9,  St.  Margaret’s  379  and  north  coast  847;  Ceredigion:  colony  counts  of  birds  at  ledges 
found  2744  at  New  Quay  Head,  215  at  Penmoelciliau,  325  at  Lochtyn,  217  at  Dolyfran  and 
3  at  Carred  Nedwydd.  Compared  to  1996  these  counts  showed  a  decline  of  6%; 
Caernarfon:  270  counted  at  ledges  at  Bardsey  in  early  June  and  172  ashore  at  Ynys 
Gwylan  Fawr.  Other  Welsh  breeding  sites  not  reported  on. 

RAZORBILL  Alca  torda  LLURS 

1994:  In  Caernarfon  212  birds  on  ledges  at  Great  Orme  and  88  on  Little  Orme. 

1997:  Breeding  counts  were  received  as  follows:  Gower:  25  at  Worms  Head  on  July  6th; 
Pembroke:  a  complete  census  found  7759  birds  on  ledges.  Colony  counts  were:  Skomer 
2932  with  an  average  of  0.67  young/active  site,  Middleholm  256,  Skokholm  1073  with  an 
average  of  0.84  young/site,  Grassholm  17,  Ramsey  1469,  Bishops  &  Clerks  138,  St. 
Margaret’s  Island  91,  Caldey  13,  north  coast  790  and  south  coast  980;  Ceredigion:  counts 
of  birds  on  ledges  found  286  at  New  Quay  Head,  160  at  Penmoelciliau,  33  at  Lochtyn,  57  at 
Dolyfran  and  48  at  Carreg  Nedwydd;  Caernarfon:  96  adults  on  ledges  and  271  nests  in 
boulder  beach  colonies  at  Bardsey  and  69  birds  ashore  at  Ynysoedd  Gwylan.  No  other 
Welsh  breeding  sites  reported  on. 

In  the  autumn  8000  passed  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  in  7  hrs  on  Oct.  10th  and  1 1,000 
did  so  on  12th. 

BLACK  GUILLEMOT  Cepphus  grylle *  GWYLOG  DDU 

In  Anglesey  resident  and  breeding  with  a  max.  count  of  11  at  Fedw  Fawr  on  Apr.  12th. 
Elsewhere  one  in  Fishguard  Hbr.  Pembroke  on  Jan.  26th  and,  in  Caernarfon,  one  off 
Penmaenmawr  on  Jan.  26th,  3  in  Pwllheli  Hbr.  from  Feb.  24-Mar.  3rd  and  one  in  s/p  off 
Bardsey  on  June  15th. 

LITTLE  AUK  Alle  alle*  CARFIL  BACH 

All  records  were:  Glamorgan:  one  found  dead  at  Rhossili  on  Dec.  13th;  Pembroke:  2  off 
Strumble  Head  on  Oct.  10th,  singles  on  12th  and  Nov.  6th,  3  on  9th  and  one  on  11th.  One 
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picked  up  dead  at  Freshwater  W  on  Dec.  1 1th;  Caernarfon:  one  off  Bardsey  on  Mar.  28th. 

PUFFIN  Fratercula  arctica  PAL 

In  Pembroke  a  complete  breeding  census  found  a  total  of  12,342  ‘pairs’.  The  max.  spring 
count  at  Skomer  was  9049  birds  and  productivity  was  0.64  young/burrow;  at  Skokholm  the 
max.  count  was  3250,  with  productivity  of  0.63  young/burrow;  at  Bishops  &  Clerks  31  used 
burrows  were  noted,  and  4  pairs  were  recorded  on  the  south  coast.  Other  Welsh  colonies 
were  not  reported  on.  Breeding  was  not  suspected  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  but  small 
numbers  were  offshore  most  of  the  breeding  season,  max.  25  on  June  7th.  There  were 
singles  off  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on  June  16th  and  July  5th. 

STOCK  DOVE  Columba  oenas  COLOMEN  WYLLT 

The  only  significant  winter  flocks  reported  were  in  Gwent,  with  38  at  Uskmouth  on  Jan. 
2nd,  40  on  maize  stubble  at  Penrhos  on  Nov.  2nd  and  43  near  Dingestow  in  December,  and 
in  Brecon,  with  70  at  Llanfilo  on  Feb.  2nd  and  80  at  Trefeitha  on  Oct.  20th.  In  Gwent  noted 
as  increasing  as  a  breeding  bird  at  Penallt  CBC  site  (see  page  66)  and  widespread  generally 
in  the  county.  In  Brecon  35  pairs  were  reported  in  the  breeding  season,  including  10-15  in 
an  area  of  old  park-like  grassland  behind  Newbridge.  In  Radnor  the  Radnor  survey  (see 
page  7)  found  it  thinly  distributed,  with  35  birds  noted  in  all,  distributed  in  12  1-Km  squares 
scattered  through  6  10-Km  squares. 

TURTLE  DOVE  Streptopelia  turtur*  TURTUR 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  bred  on  Beacon  Hill,  where  2  adults  and  4  juveniles  on  July  2nd. 
Birds  were  noted  at  4  other  sites,  including  display  at  Lloysey  Wood  on  May  8th; 
Glamorgan:  one  wintering  at  Whitchurch  Cardiff  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  singles  at 
Bonvilston  on  June  16th,  Rudry  on  July  23rd,  Kenfig  on  Sept.  16th  and  a  juvenile  at  Jersey 
Marine  on  Oct.  12th;  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Llangrynog  from  May  3-7th,  Carmarthen 
from  4-6th,  Llanelli  on  16th  and  2  at  Pembrey  A/F  on  20th;  Pembroke:  spring  passage 
noted  between  May  1st  and  June  15th,  mainly  at  Skokholm  and  Skomer  but,  elsewhere,  9 
birds  at  7  sites.  One  at  Skomer  on  July  6th  and  4  singles  noted  in  September;  Caernarfon: 
spring  passage  at  Bardsey  involved  singles  on  19  dates  between  May  4th  and  June  19th, 
with  2  on  May  6th;  in  autumn  singles  on  Aug.  8th  and  Sept.  18th.  One  at  Rhiw  from  May  3- 
9th;  Anglesey:  singles  at  Llangaffo  on  Apr.  4th,  Menai  Bridge  on  7th  and  Cemlyn  on  Sept. 
20th;  Flint:  3  at  Point  of  Ayr  on  May  24th. 

CUCKOO  Cuculus  canorus  COG 

Little  systematic  information  received  for  this  common  summer  visitor  but,  in  the  Radnor 
survey  (see  page  7),  a  total  of  14  males  recorded  in  7  1-Km  squares  distributed  in  3  10-Km 
squares.  See  also  page  66. 

BARN  OWL  Tyto  alba  *  TYLLUAN  WEN 

Breeding  season  and  other  counts  received  are  fully  listed  but  should  not  be  regarded  as 
complete  surveys.  Gwent:  pairs  bred  in  2  sites,  one  raising  4+  young,  and  birds  recorded  in 
9  other  sites;  Glamorgan:  breeding  proved  at  3  sites  and  birds  present  in  19  more; 
Pembroke:  reported  from  21  localities  with  breeding  established  in  3;  Ceredigion:  14  nests 
monitored  produced  33  young;  Brecon:  recorded  in  17  sites  in  the  breeding  season,  with 
successful  breeding  proved  in  2;  Montgomery:  21  pairs  in  a  nest-box  scheme  fledged  a 
total  of  44  young;  Anglesey:  seen  regularly  at  four  sites  and  bred  in  one;  Denbigh:  noted  in 
at  least  4  sites.  In  Caernarfon  one  was  seen  on  5  dates  between  Sept.  25th  and  Nov.  1st  at 
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Bardsey. 

LITTLE  OWL  Athene  noctua  TYLLUAN  FACH 

This  species  is  greatly  under-recorded  and  breeding  season  records  would  be  welcome.  Such 
as  we  have  are  listed:  Gwent:  7  pairs  proved  to  breed  in  6  sites,  2  successfully  and  3  failing, 
and  birds  recorded  in  16  other  sites;  Glamorgan:  breeding  proved  in  4  sites  and  noted  in  5 
other  sites  during  the  year;  Pembroke:  4  pairs  reared  7  young  on  Skomer  but,  again,  none 
bred  on  Ramsey.  Reported  from  6  mainland  sites,  with  breeding  proved  in  one;  Brecon: 
recorded  in  12  sites  in  the  SE  of  the  county;  Radnor:  noted  in  3  1-Km  squares  in  the 
Radnor  survey  (see  page  7);  Montgomery:  records  from  3  sites;  Caernarfon:  3  pairs  bred 
on  Bardsey  and  singles  noted  in  5  mainland  sites  during  the  year;  Denbigh:  noted  in  4  sites. 

LONG-EARED  OWL  Asio  otus*  TYLLUAN  GORNIOG 

1994:  One  at  Morfa  Bychan  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  12th. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  2  roosting  in  a  hedge  at  Clytha  from  Mar.  18- Apr.  2nd; 
Glamorgan:  one  at  Kenfig  on  Dec.  8-9th  and  a  pair  displaying  at  Penrhys/Tonmawr  on 
May  25th;  Pembroke:  7  roosting  at  Rhodiad  y  Brenin  on  Jan.  3rd  and  5,  presumed  the 
same,  at  Hendre  Farm  on  16th;  Ceredigion:  a  pair  reared  2  young  in  an  undisclosed  site; 
Brecon:  one  seen  at  Mynydd  Llangynidr  during  the  breeding  season;  Montgomery:  a  pair 
reared  at  least  one  young  near  Staylittle;  Caernarfon:  one  in  Gwydyr  Forest  on  July  10th. 
At  Bardsey,  one  from  July  19-23rd,  2  records  in  August  and  one  in  October;  Denbigh:  one 
or  two  in  winter  and  the  breeding  season  at  Ruabon  Moor  but  breeding  not  attempted  and  a 
pair  reared  2  young  in  Nercwys  Forest. 

SHORT-EARED  OWL  A.  flammeus*  TYLLUAN  GLUSTIOG 

Breeding  season  records  as  follows:  Pembroke:  6  pairs  bred  at  Skomer  rearing  13  young. 
There  was  a  max.  winter  roost  there  of  20  in  December  and  birds  were  noted  at  intervals  at 
Skokholm  between  Apr.  15th  and  Nov.  17th;  Radnor:  2  pairs  bred  on  the  Elenydd,  one 
rearing  3  young,  and  a  single  bird  in  another  site  on  June  15th;  Montgomery:  one  pair  bred 
at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB  and  2  at  Llanbrynmair  but  all  failed.  Otherwise  a  total  of  19  recorded 
up  to  Apr.  29th  and  21  from  Oct.  12th,  in  Gwent  (9),  Glamorgan  (6),  Pembroke  (7  away 
from  Skomer  and  nearby),  Ceredigion  (3),  Caernarfon  (10),  Anglesey  (1),  Denbigh  (1) 
and  Flint  (4).  Monthly  totals  from  these  records  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

8  7  6  4  10  7  4 

NIGHTJAR  Caprimulgus  europaeus*  TROELLWR  MAWR 

1994:  Recorded  in  5  sites  in  Caernarfon  in  May  and  June. 

1996:  In  E.  Glamorgan  4  pairs/males  located  in  4  sites. 

1997:  Breeding  season  counts  received  are  listed.  They  do  not  represent  a  complete  survey 
of  the  Welsh  population.  Gwent:  breeding  season  records  from  5  sites  and  thought  to  be 
increasing  in  Wentwood  Forest  with  the  increase  of  clear-felling;  Glamorgan:  a  total  of  18 
pairs/males  found  in  12  sites,  all  upland  forests;  Carmarthen:  2-3  males  at  Rhydrymeran 
Brechfa  was  a  new  site;  Pembroke:  a  male  at  Sutton  on  May  15th;  Ceredigion:  present  in  2 
forest  sites  with  nesting  probably  successful  in  one:  Brecon:  one  male  noted  in  the  Crychan 
Forest  and  none  elsewhere;  Montgomery:  3-5  males  in  Dyfnant  Forest,  4  pairs  near 
Staylittle  which  fledged  at  least  6  young  and  4  pairs  at  Lake  Vymwy  RSPB;  Denbigh:  3 
pairs  hatched  8  young,  fledging  5,  in  Nercwys  Forest  (see  Welsh  Birds  2(1):4-15).  Also 
present  in  Clocaenog  Forest  in  June;  Caernarfon:  a  male  at  Llyn  Bodfynedd  on  June  12th. 
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SWIFT  Apus  apus  GWENNOL  DDE 

The  largest  spring  gathering  of  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  was  1050  at  Eglwys 
Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  May  22nd.  In  the  autumn  there  were  max.  counts  of  300  in  3 
sites  in  Glamorgan  between  July  2nd  and  Aug.  5th,  300  over  Skirrid  Fach  Gwent  on  Aug. 
1st  and  250  over  Brecon  town  on  July  20th  and  31st.  One  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  on  Oct. 
19th  was  a  late  date.  See  also  page  66. 

ALPINE  SWIFT  A.  melba*  GWENNOL  DDU'R  ALPAU 

1996:  one  over  the  Conwy  river  Caernarfon  on  Apr.  21st. 

BEE-EATER  Merops  apiaster*  GWYBEDOG  Y  GWENYN 

Single  birds  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  13th  and  Great  Orme  Caernarfon  on  16th  and 
possibly  17th. 

HOOPOE  Upupa  epops*  COPOG 

1996:  In  Glamorgan  singles  at  Nottage  on  Apr.  23rd  and  Llangynwyd  on  July  24th. 

1997:  In  Montgomery  one  returned  to  the  1996  breeding  site  but  didn’t  stay.  Otherwise  all 
records  were:  Glamorgan:  singles  at  Cosmeston  Lakes  on  Apr.  10th  and  Kenfig  Industrial 
Estate  on  May  4th;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Martin’s  Haven  on  Apr.  9th,  Solva  on  12th,  Trefin 
on  20th,  Priskilly  on  May  1st  and  Lydstep  on  Aug.  8th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Llangrannog  in 
mid  April;  Caernarfon:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  Apr.  9th  (trapped)  and  18th. 

WRYNECK  Jynx  torquilla*  PENGAM 

1996:  In  Glamorgan  singles  near  Aberdare  on  June  5th  and  Nantyffyllon  Maesteg  from 
Sept.  10-12th. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  one  at  Newhouse  Industrial  Estate  Chepstow  over  Oct.  17- 
18th;  Glamorgan:  one  at  Sandfields  Port  Talbot  on  Sept.  24th;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Glog 
on  June  2nd,  Skomer  from  Aug.  1 1-1 7th,  Skokholm  on  Sept.  14th  and  19th  and  Strumble 
Head  on  Oct.  5th;  Brecon:  one  heard  and  seen  at  Carngafallt  on  May  31st  and  June  1st  was 
only  the  7th  in  the  county  since  1925;  Caernarfon:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  Sept.  14th  and 
Oct.  13th  and  at  Uwchmynydd  on  26th. 

GREEN  WOODPECKER  Picus  viridis  CNOCELL  WERDD 

With  fears  that  this  species  is  declining  sharply  in  parts  of  Wales,  the  Society  is  gathering 
records  to  build  up  a  picture  of  present  distribution.  All  records  would  be  most  welcome. 
Those  for  1997  are  summarised  briefly  here  and  suggest  a  marked  E-W  difference  in 
abundance.  A  more  detailed  report  will  be  published  in  the  future.  Gwent:  breeding  proved 
in  10  sites,  young  seen  after  breeding  in  5  more,  and  birds  recorded  in  22  other  sites  during 
the  breeding  season;  Glamorgan:  breeding  proved  in  13  sites  and  probable  in  3  and  birds 
present  in  a  further  25.  The  records  included  counts  of  15-20  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  valley  and  9 
at  Ystrad  Llwynypia  (see  page  66);  Carmarthen:  noted  as  absent  from  Gwenffrwd/Dinas 
RSPB  for  the  first  time;  Pembroke:  recorded  from  10  sites,  mainly  in  the  south,  and 
including  at  least  2  breeding  pairs  at  Bosherston;  Ceredigion:  only  3  records,  2  of  single 
birds  in  summer  and  one  of  an  adult  and  juvenile  in  August;  Brecon:  noted  in  35  sites 
altogether,  mainly  in  areas  of  unimproved  grassland  such  as  Mynydd  Epynt  (9  pairs)  and  the 
commons  of  the  centre  and  north;  Meirionnydd:  singles  noted  in  5  sites  during  April  to 
June;  Denbigh/Flint:  noted  in  at  least  11  sites.  See  also  page  66. 

LESSER  SPOTTED  WOODPECKER  D.  minor*  CNOCELL  FRAITH  LEIAF 

This  rather  scarce  species  is  probably  under-recorded  and  all  records  received  are  listed. 
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Gwent:  although  breeding  nowhere  proved  birds  were  noted  in  16  sites  during  the  year; 
Glamorgan:  birds  noted  at  10  sites  with  breeding  proved  at  Margam  Park;  Pembroke: 
reported  in  9  sites,  with  5-6  pairs  in  the  Teifi  area  and  2  at  Geliy;  Ceredigion:  2  pairs  bred 
at  Ynys-hir;  Brecon:  3  pairs  in  the  Usk  valley  between  Scethrog  and  Pencelli  and  singles  in 
5  other  sites,  all  but  one  south  of  Mynydd  Epynt;  Montgomery:  present  in  7  sites; 
Meirionnydd:  noted  in  2  sites;  Caernarfon:  2  in  Marie  Woods  Llandudno  Junction  on  Oct. 
18th;  Denbigh/Flint:  noted  in  4  sites;  Anglesey:  one  at  Pwllfanogl  on  Nov.  1st. 

WOODLARK  Lullula  arborea  *  EHEDYDD  Y  COED 

In  Glamorgan  singles  at  Cardiff  Heliport  on  Feb.  8th  and  Rhoose  Quarry  on  May  15th  and 
5  at  Broad  Oak  Carmarthen  on  Oct.  21st,  with  one  still  there  on  23rd. 

SKYLARK  Alauda  arvensis  EHEDYDD 

In  the  early  months  there  were  significant  flocks  in  Gwent,  with  60  at  Clytha  on  Jan.  12th, 
Glamorgan,  with  65  at  the  Taff/Ely  Est.  on  Jan.  1st  and  200  on  saltmarsh  at  Wemffrwd  on 
Feb.  13th,  Pembroke:  with  80  at  Lydstep  Head  on  Jan.  18th,  and  in  Flint,  with  up  to  60  at 
Flint  foreshore  in  January  and  50  in  roots  at  Gwaesygor  on  2nd.  At  the  end  of  the  year  major 
flocks  were:  Gower:  421  at  Wemffrwd  on  Nov.  16th,  115  at  Salthouse  Point  on  Dec.  12th 
and  560  at  Whiteford  Point  on  15th,  all  on  saltmarsh;  Pembroke:  50  at  Llangloffan  on  Nov. 
30th  and  50  at  Philbeach  on  Dec.  3rd;  Ceredigion:  100+  on  stubble  at  Plwmp  on  Oct.  27th 
and  200  between  Gwbert  and  Mwnt  on  Dec.  1st;  Anglesey:  70  on  stubble  at  Llyn  Alaw  in 
December;  Flint:  300  on  arable  adjacent  to  Inner  Marsh  Farm  on  Oct.  13th. 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  very  common  species  were:  Glamorgan: 
35-40  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  valley-Maesteg  area,  where  it  may  be  decreasing;  Brecon:  21 
singing  males  on  250  ha  of  bog  and  old  pasture  at  Bronffynnon  Llanwrtyd,  8  on  120  ha  of 
common  at  Llanafan,  36  on  10  Km2  of  open  hill  at  Llyn  Dwr,  16  on  150  ha  of  common  on 
Mynydd  Aberyscir  and  26  in  a  complete  survey  of  mixed  farmland  areas  in  10-Km  squares 
SO  03  and  13;  Montgomery:  23  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB;  Caernarfon:  12  pairs  at 
Conwy  RSPB;  Anglesey:  1 1  pairs  bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB.  See  also  page  66. 

SHORELARK  Eremophila  alpestris*  EHEDYDD  Y  TRAETH 

1994:  One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  Oct.  20-22nd  and  2  there  from  Nov.  6-9th. 

1996:  One  at  Morfa  Harlech  on  Oct.  29th. 

1997:  In  Caernarfon  singles  at  Llandudno  on  Apr.  20th,  Great  Orme  on  Nov.  2nd  and 
Bardsey  on  3rd.  In  Anglesey  a  male  at  Cemlyn  from  Mar.  16- Apr.  22nd.  In  Flint  4  at  Point 
of  Ayr  from  Nov.  14-Dec.  13th,  see  photograph.  These  were  probably  the  same  birds  as  4 
found  at  Mostyn  Dock  in  early  1998. 

SAND  MARTIN  Riparia  riparia  GWENNOL  Y  GLENNYDD 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  for  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  were  made 
as  follows:  Gwent:  150+  active  nests  at  Castle  Meadows  Abergavenny  and  10  pairs  on  R. 
Ebbw  at  Rogerstown;  Gower:  263-268  pairs,  a  36%  decrease  cf  1996,  distributed  on  R. 
Loughor  1 18-120  (103  above  Pontardulais,  where  the  main  decrease  occurred),  R.  Tawe  105 
in  8  colonies,  one  new,  R.  Clydach  15,  R.  Neath  20  in  4  colonies,  R.  Afan  4  in  2  groups  and 
R.  Llan  one;  Carmarthen:  245  nest  holes  in  3  sites  on  R.  Tywi  below  Rhandirmwyn; 
Ceredigion:  small  numbers  nesting  in  2  sites  on  the  boulder  clay  sea  cliffs;  Brecon:  100+ 
pairs  in  one  colony  on  R.  Wye  at  Glasbury,  20  pairs  along  R.  Irfon  from  Builth  Wells  to 
Llanwrtyd  Wells  and,  on  R.  Usk,  10  at  Aberbran,  35  at  Brecon  S/F,  106  between  Pencelli 
and  Talybont  and  110  between  Talybont  and  Crickhowell;  Montgomery:  100  pairs  at 
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Dolydd  Hafren  reared  only  10  young  due  to  flooding,  40  at  Pwll  Penarth  and  20  on  R.  Dyfi 
at  Cwm  Llinau;  Flint:  51  nests  along  4  km  of  R.  Clwyd  between  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  and 
Lleweni  Hall. 

Spring  arrival  was  noted  from  Mar.  7th  (Brecon,  an  early  date)  and  passage  max.  were 
1000  at  Llys  y  Fran  Res.  Pembroke  on  Apr.  12th,  800  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  on  17th 
and  1000  there  over  May  4-6th.  Autumn  passage  was  small,  with  the  largest  flocks  500+  at 
PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  on  Aug.  1st,  500  at  Llangorse  Lake  in  mid  August,  300  at 
Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Sept.  10th  and  450  at  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  18th. 

SWALLOW  Hirundo  rustica  GWENNOL 

First  arrival  was  noted  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion  on  Mar.  12th.  For  systematic  breeding 
counts  see  page  66.  The  largest  spring  passage  gatherings  were,  in  Glamorgan,  of  450  at 
Kenfig  on  Apr.  25th,  800  there  on  May  4th  and  500  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  on  22nd,  1500 
at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  14th  and  400  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  13th.  In  the  autumn 
there  were  3000  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  2nd  and  some  substantial  gatherings  in 
September,  with  a  max.  of  1000+  at  PeterstoneAVentlooge  Gwent  on  20th,  3200+  at  Clyne 
Common  Glamorgan  on  22nd,  when  there  were  also  2000  at  Skomer  and  1000  at  Strumble 
Head  Pembroke  and  1500  flew  SE  in  an  hour  before  dusk  at  Cradoc  Brecon,  6000  at 
Ramsey  Pembroke  on  23rd  when  there  were  also  5000  at  Lavernock  Glamorgan,  with 
3500  there  next  day  and  1000  at  Aberthaw  marsh  on  27th,  3-5000  at  Geliy  Wood  Pembroke 
on  26th  and  1000  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  25th. 

HOUSE  MARTIN  Delichon  urbica  GWENNOL  Y  BONDO 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  over  250  pairs  estimated 
breeding  along  sea  cliffs  around  the  Castle  Martin  area  Pembroke.  The  largest  spring 
passage  gathering  was  400  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  May  21st.  Passage  max.  in  autumn 
were  250  at  Eglwys  Nunydd  Res.  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  10th,  690  E  at  Mynydd  Margam 
there  on  26th  and  300  at  Nash  Point  on  Oct.  2nd,  and  800-1000  at  Tregoyd  Brecon  on  Sept. 
11th. 

RICHARD'S  PIPIT  Anthus  novaeseelandiae*  CORHEDYDD  RICHARD 

One  at  Lavernock  Point  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  19th. 

TREE  PIPIT  A.  trivialis  CORHEDYDD  Y  COED 

Two  systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  were  of  69  territories  on 
Mynydd  Epynt  MoD  Brecon  and  35  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery.  See  also 
page  66. 

MEADOW  PIPIT  A.  pratensis  CORHEDYDD  Y  WA UN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were:  Brecon:  53 
territorial  males  on  250  ha  of  bog  and  old  pasture  at  Bronffynnon  Llanwrtyd  and  30  on  120 
ha  of  commons  at  Llanafan.  The  passage  max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  were  300  on  Mar. 
10th  and  500  on  Oct.  2nd  but  c.2000  were  counted  at  Nash  Point  Glamorgan  on  Sept.  21st. 
See  also  page  66. 

ROCK  PIPIT  A.  petrosus  CORHEDYDD  Y  GRAIG 

For  breeding  counts  see  page  66.  In  addition  possibly  bred  at  Goldcliff  Gwent,  in  which 
county  it  rarely  breeds,  and  a  pair  bred  near  Bridgend  Glamorgan.  One  at  the  Usk  Res. 
Brecon  on  Oct.  19th  was  the  fourth  in  the  county  since  1975.  Birds  showing  the  characters 
of  the  race  littoralis  were  singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  10th,  at  Barafundle 
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Pembroke  on  Sept.  1 1th  and  the  Ogmore  Est.  Glamorgan  on  Nov.  2-3rd. 

WATER  PIPIT  A.  spinoletta *  CORHEDYDD  Y  D  WR 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  singles  at  Gobion  at  intervals  from  Jan.  1-Mar.  31st  and  at 
Peterstone/Wentlooge  on  Feb.  15th  and  Mar.  1st;  Glamorgan:  one  at  Llantwit  Major  on 
Jan.  1st,  up  to  3  at  the  Ogmore  Est.  from  Jan.  3-Mar.  9th,  one  there  on  Sept.  17th  and  22nd 
and  one  at  Kenfig  on  Nov.  12th;  Carmarthen:  singles  at  Commissioner’s  Bridge  on  Jan. 
13th,  Cydweli  Quay  on  18th  and  Penclacwydd  from  19-22nd  and  Feb.  1st;  Pembroke:  one 
at  Ramsey  on  Sept.  23rd;  Ceredigion:  4-5  at  Aberleri  in  January,  none  in  February  and  one 
from  Mar.  24-29th,  2  there  from  Nov.  26th  and  3  in  December;  Brecon:  singles  at  Glasbury 
on  Jan.  2nd  and  Mar.  1st;  Radnor:  one  at  Pwll  Patti  on  Dec.  31st;  Caernarfon:  one  at 
Porthmadog  on  Mar.  3rd  and  1-2  at  Conwy  RSPB  from  Nov.  2- 12th. 

YELLOW  WAGTAIL  Motacilla  flava  *  SIGLEN  FELEN 

1996:  in  Gwent  6  pairs/males  at  a  disused  GC  at  Peterstone/Wentlooge,  pairs  at  5  sites  in 
the  Usk  valley,  and  bred  at  Llancilo  and  Coldbrook. 

1997:  Breeding  records  received  were:  Gwent:  breeding  pairs  noted  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge,  Gobion,  the  Nedern,  Dingestow  and  near  Raglan;iBrecon:  in  the  Wye  valley  at 
Glasbury  6-7  pairs  in  traditional  areas  and  8  in  nearby  barley  and  potato  crops.  In  the  Usk 
valley  3-4  pairs  at  Manest  Court/Llangorse  sailing  club  and  one  at  Scethrog;  Radnor:  3-6 
pairs  breeding  in  the  Wye  valley  between  Clyro  and  Llowes  and  one  on  R.  Teme  at  Lloiney; 
Montgomery:  8  pairs  bred  at  Dolydd  Hafren;  Denbigh:  a  pair  probably  bred  in  a  cornfield 
near  Ruabon;  Flint:  6+  pairs  bred  in  arable  fields  on  the  Flint/Chester  border  adjacent  to 
Inner  Marsh  Farm. 

Birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  flava  were  noted  in  Gwent,  one  at  Peterstone/ 
Wentlooge  on  Apr.  14th,  Glamorgan,  one  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  May  6th,  Pembroke,  singles 
at  Skomer  on  May  21st  and  Skokholm  on  26th,  Caernarfon,  one  at  Conwy  RSPB  from 
May  10- 13th  and  one  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  30th. 

GREY  WAGTAIL  M.  cinerea  SIGLEN  LWYD 

Few  systematic  counts  for  this  common  species  of  Welsh  rivers  are  available  but,  in  Gwent, 
bred  in  2  sites  in  Monmouth,  at  9  along  R.  Monnow,  2+  pairs  bred  at  Whitebrook  and  3+  in 
the  Angiddy  valley  and  bred  at  Abereeg,  Risca,  Crosskeys  and  Rogerstone  on  R.  Ebbw.  In 
Brecon,  6  pairs  along  R.  Usk  between  Aberbran  and  Pencelli  but  only  one  between  Pencelli 
and  Talybont,  3  pairs  along  R.  Irfon  above  Llanwrtyd  and  12,  a  record  count,  on  streams  on 
Mynydd  Epynt  MoD.  Only  a  single  pair  noted  on  4  km  of  R.  Clwyd  between  Pont  Gian  y 
Wern  and  Lleweni  Denbigh. 

PIED  WAGTAIL  M.  alba  SIGLEN  FRAITH 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  66.  Significant  roosts  of  this  very  common 
Welsh  species  noted  were,  in  Gwent,  200+  at  a  factory  in  Pontypool  at  both  ends  of  the 
year,  124  near  Raglan  on  Mar.  27th  and  200  at  Abergavenny  on  Dec.  21st  and,  in  Brecon, 
90  at  Brecon  s/f  on  Jan.  5th  and  76  on  Dec.  15th  and  100+  at  Llangasty  on  Oct.  15th. 

Significant  passage  of  birds  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  alba  (White  Wagtail) 
was  noted  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion,  with  68  on  Apr.  12th,  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon,  where 
total  bird/days  are  tabulated  and  the  max.  count  was  100  on  Aug.  30th. 

Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept  Oct. 

1  58  98  0  0  131  727  23 
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WAX  WING  Bombycilla  garrulus*  CYNFFON  SID  AN 

1996:  Up  to  18  were  reported  in  Glamorgan  during  January  to  March. 

1997:  One  at  Bargoed  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  17th  was  the  only  record. 

DIPPER  Cinclus  cinclus  BRONWEN  Y  D  WR 

Systematic  counts  of  this  widespread  species  of  Welsh  rivers  received  as  follows:  Gwent: 
pairs  bred  at  6  sites  on  R.  Monnow,  2  on  R.  Trothy,  6  on  R.  Honddu,  4  on  R.  Angiddy  and  2 
at  Whitebrook.  On  the  Gwent  section  of  the  Grwyne  Fawr  1 1  pairs  nested,  4  being  double 
brooded,  and  out  of  17  nesting  attempts  9  failed  and  8  produced  31  young;  Gower:  17  pairs 
on  R.  Afan,  with  at  least  12  up  to  Glyncorrwg,  and  4  pairs  on  Rs.  Neath  and  Pyryddin 
between  Rheola  and  Ynys  Arwed;  Montgomery:  5  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  and  2  at 
Cwm  Llinau;  Denbigh:  4  pairs  along  4  km  of  R.  Clwyd  between  Pont  Gian  y  Wern  and 
Lleweni  Hall. 

ALPINE  ACCENTOR  Prunella  collaris*  LLWYD  Y MYNYDD 

One  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  30th  was  the  first  record  for  the  county  and  the 
second  for  Wales. 

NIGHTINGALE  Luscinia  megarhynchos*  EOS 

Singles  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  15th  and  Aug.  7th. 

BLUETHROAT  L.  svecica*  BRONLAS 

A  first  winter  female  at  the  Range  South  Stack  Anglesey  on  Sept.  27th.  A  first  winter  male 
at  Conwy  RPSB  Caernarfon  from  Nov.  1-1 1th  was  joined  by  an  adult  on  9th  which  stayed 
to  21st,  see  photo. 

BLACK  REDSTART  Phoenicurus  ochropus *  TINGOCH  DU 

C.17  were  apparently  wintering  in  the  early  months  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (5), 
Pembroke  (c.6),  Ceredigion  (3)  and  Flint  (1).  A  small  spring  passage  was  noted  between 
Mar.  3rd  and  May  30th,  probably  involving  only  30-40  birds.  There  was  one  at  Skokholm 
Pembroke  on  July  6th.  Otherwise  a  very  small  autumn  passage  involved  c.25  birds  between 
Aug.  5th  and  Dec.  4th.  Six  were  present  in  December. 

REDSTART  P.  phoenicurus  TINGOCH 

Some  systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  are  given  in  the  tables  on 
page  66.  There  were  also  11  pairs  on  Mynydd  Capel  and  8-10  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  valley, 
both  Glamorgan,  and  19  reared  90  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery.  One  at 
Killay  Glamorgan  on  Oct.  30th  was  a  late  date. 

WHINCHAT  Saxicola  rubetra  CREC  YR  EITHIN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  species  were:  Gwent:  19  nests  fledged 
64  young  on  the  Blorenge,  21  fledged  110  on  Mynydd  Garnclochdy  and  4  nests  produced 
20  young  on  Mynydd-y-garn-fawr;  Carmarthen:  11  pairs  bred  at  Gwenffrwd  RSPB; 
Brecon:  48  pairs  on  220  ha  of  bog  around  Llanwrtyd,  16  on  120  ha  of  common  at  Llanafan 
and  14  at  Carngafallt  RSPB;  Radnor:  in  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7)  recorded  in  52  1- 
Km  squares  in  13  10-Km  squares,  with  a  total  of  153-167  pairs.  See  also  page  66. 

STONECHAT  S.  torquata  CLOCHDAR  Y  CERRIG 

Systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  are  summarised  in  the  tables  on  page  66.  In  addition  in 
Gwent  there  were  3  pairs  on  the  Blorenge,  2  on  Mynydd-y-garn-fawr,  3  on  Mynydd 
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Gamclochdy  and  2  at  Varteg,  with  single  pairs  in  5  other  sites  and,  in  Glamorgan  bred  in  at 
least  29  sites  and  present  in  5  more,  including  6-8  pairs  in  the  Llynfi  valley;  there  were  post 
breeding  gatherings  involving  up  to  16  juveniles  at  Clyne  Common  in  the  autumn.  In  the 
Radnor  survey  (see  page  7)  noted  in  19  1-Km  squares  in  8  10-Km  squares,  with  a  total  of 
21-22  pairs.  In  Denbigh  5  pairs  on  Ruabon  moors  and  3  at  the  Horseshoe  Pass. 

Single  birds  showing  characters  of  one  of  the  eastern  races,  either  maura  or  stejnegri  at 
Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  6th  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  29th  were  both  either 
females  or  first  winters. 

ISABELLINE  WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  isabellina  *  TINWEN  ISABELLA 

A  first  winter  bird  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  over  Sept.  20th-21st  was  the  first  record  for 
Wales.  Remarkably  it  was  followed  immediately  by  another,  established  by  moult 
differences  as  definitely  a  different  bird,  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  from  24-26th.  See  note  on 
page  82. 

WHEATEAR  O.  oenanthe  TINWEN  Y  GARN 

For  systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  see  tables  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  12-15 

A 

pairs  at  the  Llynfi  valley  Glamorgan  and  5  pairs  at  Glaslyn  NR  and  16  pairs  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery.  S.  J.  Smith  noted  a  decline  in  breeding  pairs  on  his  study  site 
from  Mynydd  Garnclochdy  to  the  Blorenge  Gwent.  The  spring  peak  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  was  of  200  on  Apr.  26th;  autumn  max.  were  60  there  and  on  Ramsey 
Pembroke  on  Sept.  21st.  There  was  a  late  bird  at  Martin’s  Haven  Pembroke  on  Nov.  2nd. 
A  count  of  40  showing  the  characters  of  the  race  leuchorhoa  (Greenland  Wheatear)  was 
noted  on  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Apr.  17th. 

DESERT  WHEATEAR  O.  deserti  *  TINWEN  Y  DIFFAETHWCH 

A  female  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  Dec.  12th  was  the  first  for  the  county  and  the  third  for 
Wales. 

RING  OUZEL  Turdus  torquatus  MWYALCHEN  Y  MYNYDD 

1994:  Records  from  8  sites  in  the  breeding  season  in  Caernarfon. 

1997:  Few  systematic  reports  received  but  bred  at  Trefil  Quarry  Gwent.  In  Brecon  only  8 
pairs/males  could  be  found,  in  6  sites,  in  Montgomery  there  was  only  one  pair  at  Lake 
Vyrnwy  RSPB  and,  in  Denbigh,  some  increase  was  noted  in  the  Horseshoe  Pass  quarries 
and  Eglwyseg  Rocks.  Otherwise  only  single  birds  or  pairs  reported,  from  Carmarthen, 
Radnor,  and  Meirionnydd,  which  much  underestimates  its  true  status. 
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FIELDFARE  T.  pilaris  SOCAN  EIRA 

With  a  shaip  spell  of  frost  in  the  early  months  remarkably  few  were  recorded  and  the  only 
flock  of  300  was  at  Table  Mountain  Crickhowell  Brecon  on  Jan.  29th.  A  late  record  was  of 
one  at  Tyle  Garw  Brecon  on  May  15th.  With  frost  in  early  June  the  hawthorn  berry  crop 
also  failed,  resulting  in  very  few  again  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  with  birds  moving 
quickly  through.  The  only  flock  of  more  than  200  was  of  300  at  Llanfaelog  Anglesey  on 
Nov.  24th  but  a  movement  of  c.  10,000  SW  over  Cwmystwyth  Ceredigion  on  Nov.  1st. 

REDWING  T.  iliacus  COCH  DAN-ADEN 

Some  sizable  concentrations  were  noted  in  the  January  cold  spell  along  the  south  coast,  with 
9  flocks  of  100-200  in  Gwent,  1630  S  in  40  minutes  at  Port  Eynon  Point  Glamorgan  on 
Jan.  1st,  500+  at  Whiteford  Point/Cwm  Ivy  on  4th  and  10  other  flocks  of  200-300  in  the 
county  during  the  cold  spell.  In  Pembroke  there  were  3-5000  at  Stackpole  during  the  same 
period,  when  there  was  also  a  max.  of  380  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion.  There  were  few 
elsewhere  but  there  were  300  at  Wyesham  Gwent  on  Feb.  21st.  At  the  end  of  the  year  some 
sizable  movements  included  c.800  over  Newport  Gwent  on  Oct.  19th  and  500  W  over 
Llanwenarth  there  on  Nov.  6th,  in  Glamorgan,  810  NW  over  Maesteg  on  Oct.  13th,  500  NE 
at  Lavernock  Point  and  700  over  Cardiff  in  an  hour  on  19th  and  360  over  Port  Talbot  on 
28th,  600  at  Llandewi  Brefi  Ceredigion  on  15th,  600  SE  at  Cradoc  Brecon  on  20th  and 
2500  over  Brecon  on  22nd,  max.  of  300  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  13th  and  500  on  Nov. 
2nd  and  900  W  over  the  Dee  valley  Denbigh  on  Oct.  13th  and  movements  involving  1400 
there  on  28th.  At  the  end  of  the  year  1500  at  Llanmadoc  Glamorgan  on  Dec.  20th  was  the 
only  major  flock  reported. 

CETTFS  WARBLER  Cettia  cetti*  TELOR  CETTI 

1996:  One  at  Kenfig  Glamorgan  from  Oct.  5-7th. 

1997:  All  records  are  listed,  although  they  are  incomplete:  Gwent:  a  singing  male  at 
Llanwern  during  May  8- 10th  and  Dec.  18-27th,  1-2  males  at  Uskmouth  at  intervals  from 
Mar.  31 -Nov.  1st  and  one  at  Newport  on  May  9th  and  25th;  Gower:  a  total  of  10  singing 
males  at  Oxwich  marsh  and  3  at  Pant-y-Sais  fen  and  breeding  was  also  proved  at  Red  Jacket 
Pill,  2  young  being  ringed  there;  Pembroke:  a  singing  male  at  Tenby  Beach  on  June  13th; 
Pembroke/Ceredigion:  6  singing  males  noted  in  the  Teifi  marshes;  Brecon:  a  ringed 
female  and  another  bird  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  Nov.  23rd  and  a  male  there  on  Dec.  6th; 
Anglesey:  one  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on  Mar.  1 1th  and  15th  was  assumed  to  be  the  male  at  the 
Valley  Lakes  on  Apr.  6th  which  was  present  to  end  year. 

LANCEOLATED  WARBLER  Locustella  lanceolata *  TELOR  RHESOG 

A  first  winter  trapped  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Sept.  27th  was  the  third  record  for  Wales. 

GRASSHOPPER  WARBLER  Locustella  naevia  TROELLWR  BACH 

The  spring  max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  was  25  on  Apr.  26th.  Systematic  counts  for  this 
fairly  widespread  species  were:  Glamorgan:  12  territories  on  190  ha  of  derelict  industrial 
land  at  Llansamlet;  Brecon:  8  singing  males  on  220  ha  of  bog  at  Llanwrtyd  and  4  in  the 
Brecon  part  of  Crychan  Forest;  Ceredigion:  4  males  at  Ynys-hir  and  2-3  at  nearby  Morfa 
Dyfi  Montgomery,  where  there  were  also  3  pairs  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB;  Anglesey:  5  pairs 
bred  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  found  males  in  16 
compared  to  5  in  1986,  an  increase  of  220%;  Denbigh:  considered  a  good  year  for  the 
species  around  Ruabon,  with  3-4  different  singing  males;  Flint:  3  territories  on  Prestatyn 
GC  and  5-6  pairs  at  the  BHP  reserve  Point  of  Ayr.  See  also  tables  on  page  66. 
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SAVFS  WARBLER  L.  luscinioides*  TELOR  SAVI 

1994:  One  at  Llangorse  Lake  Brecon  from  July  4-7th  was  trapped  and  was  the  first  for  the 
county  and  the  5th  for  Wales. 

AQUATIC  WARBLER  Acrocephalus paludicola*  TELOR  Y D  WR 

There  were  4  birds,  all  trapped,  between  Aug.  8th  and  20th  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  singles 
at  Kenfig  Pool  and  at  Oxwich  on  8th;  Brecon:  one  at  Llangorse  Lake  on  13th;  Gwent:  one 
at  Uskmouth  on  20th. 

SEDGE  WARBLER  A.  schoenobanus  TELOR  YR  HESG 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Glamorgan: 
28  singing  males  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  May  1st  and  24  on  190  ha  of  derelict  industrial  land  at 
Llansamlet;  Ceredigion:  24  singing  males  at  Ynys-hir  RSPB;  Brecon:  7  singing  males  at 
Llangorse  Lake,  8  on  220  ha  of  bogs  at  Llanwrtyd  and  6  on  100  ha  of  similar  habitat  at  Gors 
Llwyn;  Anglesey:  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  found  in  30  compared  to  19  in 
1986,  an  increase  of  73%.  There  were  also  1 1  territories  along  R.  Cefni  from  the  A5  to  Llyn 
Cefni,  13  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  and  56  at  Valley  Lakes  RSPB.  See  also  page  66.  A  very  poor 
spring  passage  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon,  with  a  max.  of  60  on  May  18th. 

MARSH  WARBLER  A.  palustris*  TELOR  Y  GWERNI 

1991:  One  at  Magor  Gwent  on  July  9th. 

1996:  One  at  Peterstone  Gwent  from  June  22-July  10th. 

ICTERINE  WARBLER  Hippolais  icterina*  TELOR  AUR 

1995:  One  at  Flat  Holm  Glamorgan  on  Aug.  19th. 

1997:  In  Pembroke  one  at  St.  Anne’s  Head  on  Sept.  6th  and  noted  at  Skokholm  on  11th, 
from  15- 18th  and  on  28th,  with  certainly  2  and  possibly  3  birds  involved;  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  2  together  on  Aug.  23rd. 

MELODIOUS  WARBLER  H.  polyglotta  *  TELOR  PER 

One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  1 1th. 

DARTFORD  WARBLER  Sylvia  undata  *  TELOR  DARTFORD 

A  juvenile  at  Rhossili  Gower  on  July  7th  and  a  similar  bird  at  Worms  Head  on  Aug.  16th. 
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SUB  ALPINE  WARBLER  5.  cantillans  *  TELOR  BRONGOCH 

A  first  summer  female  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  May  14- 18th  was  trapped  on  17th,  and 
a  first  summer  male  there  on  15th  remained  to  29th,  when  also  trapped. 

WHITETHROAT  5.  communis  LLWYDFRON 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  in  the  tables  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  32 
territories  on  190  ha  of  derelict  industrial  land  at  Llansamlet,  6-7  pairs  at  Whiteford  NNR 
and  8  at  Cwm  Ivy  marsh,  all  Gower,  a  total  of  44  singing  males  in  roadside  hedges  in  10- 
Km  squares  SO  03  and  13  in  Brecon  and,  in  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  in 
Anglesey,  62  held  birds  compared  to  39  in  1986,  a  59%  increase.  A  late  bird  was  seen  at 
Llansantffraid  Ceredigion  on  Oct.  24th. 

BLACKCAP  5.  atricapilla  TELOR  PEND  DU 

Wintering  records  only  are  given  for  this  common  breeding  summer  visitor.  Altogether  c.45 
were  noted  in  January  and  February  and  c.35  in  November  and  December,  although  not  all 
November  birds  were  necessarily  wintering.  Birds  were  noted  in  Glamorgan  (c.30  &  14), 
Pembroke  (1  &  c.12),  Ceredigion  (8  &  2),  Brecon  (1  &  3),  Montgomery  (0  &  1), 
Caernarfon  (1  &  0),  Denbigh  (4  &  2)  and  Flint  (0  &  2).  In  addition  widespread  in  Gwent 
in  the  early  months  and  present  in  4  sites  there  at  the  end  of  the  year.  See  also  page  66. 

GREENISH  WARBLER  Phylloscopus  trochiloides *  TELOR  GWYRDD 

Singles  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  June  23rd  and  Bardsey  Caernarfon  over  14- 15th,  with 
another  there  on  Aug.  31st. 

PALLAS’S  WARBLER  Ph.  proregulus *  TELOR  PALLAS 

One  at  St.  David’s  Head  Pembroke  on  Oct.  25th  and  in  Caernarfon,  2  at  Bardsey  over  30- 
31st  and  a  third  there  on  Nov.  6th  and  one  at  Little  Orme  on  15th. 

YELLOW-BROWED  WARBLER  Ph.  inornatus *  TELOR  AELFELYN 

Singles  at  Pembrey  CP  Carmarthen  over  Oct.  4-5th  (first  county  record),  Porthclais 
Pembroke  on  19th  and  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  on  31st. 

HUME’S  LEAF  WARBLER  Ph.  humei * 

1993:  One  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  Nov.  20th.  This  record  was  accepted  and 
published  in  the  1993  Welsh  Bird  Report  as  a  Yellow-browed  Warbler  of  the  race  humei , 
which  has  now  been  split  off  as  a  distinct  species.  It  therefore  constitutes  the  first  record  for 
Wales  of  the  species. 

DUSKY  WARBLER  Ph.  fuscatus  *  TELOR  TYWYLL 

One  at  Point  of  Ayr  Flint  over  Nov.  1 1-  12th  was  the  4th  Welsh  record. 

WOOD  WARBLER  Ph.  sibilatrix  TELOR  Y  COED 

One  or  two  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  between  Oct.  21 -25th  were  very  late  indeed.  For 
systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  66. 

CHIFFCHAFF  Ph.  collybita  SIFF-SAFF 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  13  territories  on 
190  ha  of  derelict  industrial  land  at  Llansamlet  Gower.  Wintering  birds  were  recorded  as 
follows:  Gwent:  2  in  January/February,  2  in  November  and  one  in  December;  Glamorgan: 
totals  of  10+  in  January  and  February  and  8  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Pembroke:  3  in  January 
and  9  in  November/December;  Ceredigion:  2  in  November/December;  Anglesey:  4  in  the 
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early  months  and  one  at  the  end  of  the  year;  Flint:  one  in  February.  The  autumn  passage 
max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  was  350  on  Sept.  27th.  Singles  showing  the  characters  of  the 
races  abietinus  or  tristis  at  Magor  Gwent  on  Jan.  1st,  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  on  3rd  and 
from  Oct.  31 -Nov.  5th,  and  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  from  Oct.  30-Nov.  1st. 

WILLOW  WARBLER  Ph.  trochilus  TELOR  Y  HELYG 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  46-50  pairs  in  the 
Llynfi  valley,  35  territories  on  190  ha  of  derelict  industrial  land  at  Llansamlet  and  22  at 
Blaengwrach  NR,  all  Glamorgan. 

Spring  passage  max.  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  were  450  on  Apr.  7th  and  800  on  26th  but 
there  were  13  days  in  April  when  100+  were  noted.  The  autumn  max.  were  350  on  Aug.  8th 
and  500  on  17th. 

FIRECREST  Regulus  ignicapillus*  DRYW  PENFFLAMGOCH 

1996:  In  Gwent  an  additional  record  was  one  at  Cwmcelyn  on  Dec.  23rd.  At  least  15  noted 
in  E.  Glamorgan  in  Feb.  (1),  Mar.  (1),  Oct.  (6),  Nov.  (4)  and  Dec.  (3). 

1997:  Recorded  in  every  month  except  June  and  July,  in  Gwent  (2),  Glamorgan  (24), 
Carmarthen  (1),  Pembroke  (13),  Ceredigion  (3),  Brecon  (1),  Montgomery  (1), 
Caernarfon  (9)  and  Flint  (3).  Between  20  and  25  were  wintering  in  the  early  months, 
including  up  to  4  together  at  Cwm  Ivy  woods  and  at  Cwm  Ton-hir  Glamorgan,  where 
display  was  noted  on  Feb.  21st.  Two  or  three  were  wintering  at  the  end  of  the  year  and 
passage  was  rather  sparse  but  noted  until  May  31st  and  from  Aug.  30th.  Approximate 
monthly  totals  are  tabulated;  in  addition  10  were  noted  in  Pembroke  between  Sept.  13th 


and  Dec.  19th: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar. 

Apr. 

May 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 

16  13  9 

2 

3’ 

0 

0 

1 

0 

6 

3 

2 

SPOTTED  FLYCATCHER  Muscicapa  striata  GWYBEDOG  MANNOG 

One  at  Skomer  Pembroke  on  Mar.  24th  was  an  early  date.  Autumn  passage  max.  at  Bardsey 
Caernarfon  were  35  on  Aug.  17th  and  100  on  31st.  Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed 
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on  page  66.  In  addition  found  widely  but  sparsely  distributed  in  the  Radnor  survey,  with 
birds  found  breeding  in  28  1-Km  squares,  distributed  in  13  10-Km  squares,  with  a  total  of 
28-30  pairs. 

PIED  FLYCATCHER  Ficedula  hypoleuca  GWYBEDOG  BRITH 

Systematic  counts  for  this  common  Welsh  summer  visitor  were:  Carmarthen:  225  pairs 
bred  at  Gwenffrwd/Dinas  RSPB,  19  pairs  fledged  47  young  at  Abbey  Woods  Whitland  and 
20  pairs  fledged  61  young  at  Gelli  Aur.  These  are  all  nest-box  schemes;  Montgomery:  99 
pairs  fledged  426  young  at  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  and  25  pairs  fledged  100+  young  at  Llawr  y 
Glyn;  Denbigh:  at  Llangollen  28  of  60  boxes  were  occupied,  mean  first  egg  date  was  May 
10th,  mean  c/s  was  6.9  and  mean  fledged  b/s  5.04,  a  29%  improvement  on  1996.  See  also 
page  66. 

BEARDED  TIT  Panurus  biarmicus *  TITW  BARFOG 

A  female  at  Ynys-hir  Ceredigion  on  Mar.  4th  and  one  at  Magor  NR  Gwent  on  30th. 

COAL  TIT  Parus  ater  TITW  PENDDU 

A  marked  influx  in  autumn  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  noted  from  Sept.  25th  into  November; 
peak  counts  were  15  on  Sept.  25th  and  20  on  Oct.  7th  and  at  least  35  were  ringed.  A  similar 
irruption  also  noted  in  Pembroke,  with  170  recorded  at  Ramsey,  some  of  which  showed  the 
characters  of  the  continental  race  ater.  See  also  page  66. 

PENDULINE  TIT  Remiz  pendulinus *  TITW  PENDIL 

A  male  and  one  other,  first  recorded  in  1996,  remained  at  Kenfig  Pool  Glamorgan  until 
Mar.  9th. 

GOLDEN  ORIOLE  Oriolus  oriolus *  EURYN 

All  records  were:  Gwent:  a  male  seen  and  heard  in  a  hedge  at  Goldcliff  on  July  6th; 
Pembroke:  singles  at  Skomer  on  May  23rd  and  Martin’s  Haven  June  3rd;  Ceredigion:  one 
at  Aberystwyth  on  May  26th;  Radnor:  a  pair  present  at  an  unnamed  site  from  May  31 -June 
2nd;  Caernarfon:  one  at  Bardsey  on  May  15th  was  joined  by  a  second  on  16th,  both 
staying  to  18th. 

RED-BACKED  SHRIKE  Lanius  collurio *  CIGYDD  CEFNGOCH 

In  Pembroke  singles  at  St.  Govan’s  Head  on  May  30th,  Skomer  on  June  5th  and  the  Gann 
on  Sept.  29th.  A  male  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  June  3rd  and  a  female  at  Prestatyn  GC 
Flint  on  6th. 

GREAT  GREY  SHRIKE  L.  excubitor *  CIGYDD  MAWR 

1996:  One  at  Kilvey  Hill  Gower  on  May  13th,  a  very  late  date. 

1997:  All  records  as  follows:  Gwent:  one  at  Broad  Meend  Trelleck  on  Oct.  4th; 
Glamorgan:  one  in  St.  Gwynno  Forest  from  Mar.  13th  into  April;  Carmarthen:  one  near 
the  Usk  Res.  until  Jan.  24th;  Pembroke:  one  at  Moylgrove  on  Feb.  8th;  Brecon:  singles  in 
Glasfynydd  Forest  on  Mar.  8th,  probably  the  Usk  Res.  bird  above,  and  in  the  Crychan  Forest 
on  29th. 

WOODCHAT  SHRIKE  L.  senator *  CIGYDD  PENGOCH 

A  male  at  Skokholm  Pembroke  on  May  31st  and  one  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Aug.  9th. 

CHOUGH  Pyrrhocorax  pyrrhocorax  BRAN  GOESGOCH 

1996:  In  E.  Glamorgan  a  single  bird  wintering  along  the  coast  until  May  and  from  October. 
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1997:  The  table  below  sets  out  the  results  of  the  all  Wales  surveys  on  Feb.  1st  and  in 
September  and  of  breeding  surveys. 


Winter  count 

Breeding 

Young 

Overall 

Autumn  count 

County 

Feb.  1st 

pairs 

reared  (prs) 

productivity  (prs) 

September 

Anglesey 

48 

52 

Caernarfon* 

95 

10(6) 

1.67  (6) 

180 

Meirionnydd 

18 

24 

Ceredigion** 

36 

17 

48 (17) 

2.82(17) 

95 

Pembroke*** 

82 

50 

108 (45) 

2.40  (45) 

160 

Gower**** 

3 

0 

3 

Montgomery 

1 

1 

2 

*  In  Caernarfon  breeding  productivity  figures  available  only  for  Bardsey. 

**  In  Ceredigion  at  least  3  non-breeding  birds  present. 

***  In  Pembroke  5  pairs  held  territory  but  did  not  nest  and  55-66  non-breeders  present. 

****  In  Gower  there  was  no  evidence  of  breeding  but  3-4  birds  were  present  all  year. 

There  was  also  a  pair  at  Cwm  Nash  E.  Glamorgan  on  May  13th  and  July  6th  but 
without  any  sign  of  breeding  and  one  or  two  were  wintering  between  Ogmore-by-Sea  and 
Dunraven  Bay  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  In  Denbigh,  6  over  Llangollen  on  Sept.  10th  and  4 
at  the  Horseshoe  Pass  on  22nd.  The  roost  at  Craig  yr  Adern  Meirionnydd  held  monthly 
max.  of: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

11  14  14  13  13  18  33  35  38  42  28  24 

JACKDAW  Corvus  monedula  JAC-Y-DO 

Major  roosts  of  this  very  common  Welsh  species  noted  were  of  c.2500  at  Tredegar  Park 
Gwent  and  c.1000  at  Goytre  there  in  January  and  1000+  over  Brynmawr  on  Dec.  27th.  In 
Glamorgan  there  were  4500+  at  Jersey  Marine  on  Jan.  23rd,  1800  at  Ystrad  Llwynypia  on 
Feb.  8th,  1845  at  Nantyffyllon  on  Sept.  19th,  2500+  at  Aberdare  on  Dec.  2nd  and  3200+  at 
Gowerton  on  31st.  See  also  page  66. 

ROOK  C.  frugilegus  YDFRAN 

In  Gwent  counts  of  20  colonies  recorded  a  total  of  45 1  active  nests,  an  average  colony  size 
of  23.  A  complete  survey  in  Gower  recorded  1 108  nests  in  43  colonies,  of  which  685  in  26 
colonies  were  on  the  Gower  Peninsula  proper.  The  small  decline  of  4.8%  cf  1996  seems 
likely  to  be  within  the  limits  of  expected  fluctuations.  In  Denbigh  3  colonies  totalling  101 
nests  censused  in  the  Llangollen  area.  Five  nests  examined  in  one  tree  had  the  very  low 
mean  c/s  of  2.75  and  mean  fledged  b/s  of  0.75,  the  lowest  levels  since  1986,  probably  the 
result  of  a  dry  and  cold  early  spring.  See  also  page  66. 

CARRION  CROW  C.  corone  BRAN  DYDDYN 

For  systematic  breeding  counts  see  page  66.  There  were  1000+  with  other  corvids  near 
Llanwern  Gwent  on  Feb.  21st. 

Hooded  Crows  were  recorded  as  follows:  Glamorgan:  one  at  Llanishen  Res.  on  Jan. 
12th;  Pembroke:  singles  at  Strumble  Head  on  Mar.  20th  and  Apr.  25th,  Newgale  on  Mar. 
29th,  Ramsey  on  Apr.  20th  and  28th  and  June  2nd  and  9th,  Solva  on  9th  and  Dredgeman’s 
Hill  on  Dec.  14th;  Caernarfon:  singles  at  Bardsey  on  Apr.  18th  and  May  1st  and  a  hybrid  at 
Bangor  on  Nov.  16th;  Anglesey:  a  pair  at  nest  near  South  Stack  in  June,  presumably  hybrids 
but  not  stated  to  be;  Denbigh:  a  hybrid  nest  building  at  Llangollen  on  Mar.  27th.  Its  first 
nest  collapsed  but  a  new  nest  constructed  by  Apr.  13th.  The  nest  was  not  used  and  bird 
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presumed  barren;  a  second  bird  in  the  district  on  Aug.  5th. 

RAVEN  C.  corax  C  IGF  RAN 

The  only  systematic  counts  of  breeding  birds  were:  Brecon:  16  pairs  were  successful  in  17 
sites  checked;  Denbigh:  in  10  territories  checked  in  the  Ruabon  Moor/Berwyn  area  one  pair 
did  not  breed,  one  built  a  nest  but  did  not  lay  and  8  pairs  reared  26  young;  mean  c/s  in  7 
nests  was  5.6.  In  Gower  a  pair  nested  on  a  transmission  mast  at  Alltweu.  See  also  page  66. 

The  largest  post  breeding/non  breeding  flocks  noted  were,  in  Pembroke,  40  at 
Pontfaen  in  May  and  44  at  Skomer  on  Sept.  21st  and,  in  Brecon,  70-80  on  Mynydd  Epynt 
MoD  rubbish  tip  on  July  10th  and  40  over  Llechfaen  on  Aug.  26th.  During  September  Tony 
Cross  recorded  113  different  colour-ringed  birds  at  Tylwch  tip  Llanidloes  Montgomery.  At 
any  one  time  only  c.l  in  10  birds  present  appeared  to  be  marked,  suggesting  that  in  excess 
of  1000  birds  used  the  tip  during  the  month.  Identified  birds  included  9  birds  of  the  year 
ringed  in  Shropshire  and  one  from  Gwynedd. 

STARLING  Sturnus  vulgaris  DRUDWEN 

Some  major  roost  counts  for  this  very  common  Welsh  species  were:  Gwent:  up  to  3000  at 
Uskmouth  during  June  to  August;  Glamorgan:  a  max.  of  5000  at  Crymlyn  Bog  on  Feb. 
2nd,  2500  at  Oxwich  marsh  on  Nov.  1st  and  12,500  at  Kenfig  Pool  on  Dec.  2nd; 
Pembroke:  c. 65,000  roosting  in  the  Teifi  marshes  on  Oct.  17th;  Brecon:  a  max.  of  15,000 
at  Ffrwdgrech  on  Jan.  26th,  1000  at  Tirabad  on  Mar.  8th  and  a  max.  of  5500  at  Llangorse 
Lake  on  Oct.  24th;  there  were  also  3000  stubbling  at  Ffostyll  on  19th;  Caernarfon:  max.  of 
50,000  at  Conwy  RSPB  on  Oct.  18th  and  Dec.  1st;  Anglesey:  5000  at  Malltraeth  RSPB  on 
Jan.  13th  and  25,000  on  Oct.  27th;  Flint:  max.  of  c. 50,000  at  Rhyl  Harbour  on  Jan.  6th  and 
7-10,000  there  on  Dec.  26th.  See  also  page  66. 

ROSE-COLOURED  STARLING  S.  roseus*  DRUDWEN  WRIDOG 

An  adult  at  Rhosneigr  Anglesey  from  Aug.  20-24th  and  a  juvenile  at  Glanconcwy 
Caernarfon  on  Oct.  22nd. 

TREE  SPARROW  Passer  montanus  GOLF  AN  Y  MYNYDD 

All  breeding  season  records  are  given  for  this  species:  Gwent:  single  pairs  at  Dingestow  anil 
White  Castle  and  3  pairs  in  nest  boxes  at  Porton,  where  the  colony  is  declining.  Records 
from  4  other  sites;  Glamorgan:  a  juvenile  seen  at  Pendoylan  on  June  24th;  Pembroke:  a 
pair  reared  young  in  a  nest  box  at  Dreenhill,  a  pair  seen  prospecting  at  Jordanston  and  3 
birds  at  a  previous  nesting  site  at  Llangwarren;  Brecon:  a  total  of  70  pairs  found  in  the  SE 
quarter  of  the  county,  mainly  in  10-Km  squares  SO  03  and  13  but  there  were  10-15  pairs  in 
the  Bran  and  Yscir  valleys.  There  were  also  15+  pairs  north  of  Mynydd  Epynt;  Radnor:  3+ 
pairs  at  Llowes,  4+  at  Pwll  Patti  and  3  families  at  Glasbury  in  June.  In  addition  the  Radnor 
survey  (see  page  7)  found  birds  in  15  1-Km  squares  distributed  in  9  10-Km  squares,  with  a 
total  of  c.20  pairs;  Montgomery:  a  pair  bred  at  Middletown  and  3-4  pairs  did  so  at  Pwll 
Penarth;  Anglesey:  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1-Km  squares  found  birds  in  only  one  square 
compared  with  6  in  1986,  a  decline  of  83%;  Denbigh:  7  at  Hope  Mountain  on  May  4th  and 
one  at  Kinmel  Bay  on  June  22nd;  Flint:  4  pairs  bred  in  the  Point  of  Ayr  area. 

Winter  parties  and  flocks  were  noted  from  every  county  providing  records  except 
Meirionnydd  and  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  page  62.  Numbers  were  often  very  small 
and  60%  of  all  birds  were  found  in  Brecon  and  Flint  but  their  wide  distribution  suggests 
that  some  breeding  birds  are  overlooked  or  that  the  species  is  a  significant  winter  visitor  to 
Wales.  The  largest  flocks  were  50  in  barley  stubble  at  Llangloffan  Pembroke  at  both  ends 
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of  the  year,  47  at  Pipton  Brecon  in  January  and  70  flying  E  over  Warren  Farm  Point  of  Ayr 
Flint  on  Oct.  18th. 


CHAFFINCH  Fringilla  coelebs  JI-BINC 

The  few  flocks  reported  are  summarised  in  the  table  below.  They  should  not  be  regarded  as 
a  complete  record  for  this  very  common  species,  as  observers  tend  only  to  report  the  largest 
flocks.  Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  in  the  tables  on  page  66. 

BRAMBLING  F.  montifringilla  PINC  Y  MYNYDD 

Following  the  large  numbers  present  in  1995/96,  winter  flocks  were  fewer  and  generally 
small  at  both  ends  of  the  year.  They  are  summarised  in  the  table  below.  About  half  the  total 
was  found  in  Gwent,  where  the  largest  flock,  of  c.100  at  Llanfair  Discoed  on  Jan.  1st  was 
also  noted.  There  were  some  interesting  late  spring  records,  with  a  male  in  s/p  at  Llyn  Helyg 
Flint  on  Apr.  14th,  one  singing  at  Llanbadarn  Fynydd  Radnor  on  23rd,  one  at  Wentwood 
Gwent  on  27th  and  one  at  Glog  Pembroke  over  May  9- 10th,  the  first  May  record  for  the 
county. 


SERIN  Serinus  serinus* 

A  male  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  May  23rd. 


LLINOS  FRECH 


GREENFINCH  Carduelis  chloris  LLINOS  WERDD 

The  winter  flocks  recorded  are  summarised  in  the  table  below.  These  records  tend  to  be  of 
the  max.  flocks  recorded  rather  than  all  flocks.  The  records  include  roosts  of  c.400  at 
Blackrock  Gwent  on  Jan.  22nd,  300  at  Margam  Gower  on  Feb.  15th  and  of  400  at 
Ffrwdgrech  Brecon  in  January.  There  was  also  a  flock  of  600  on  linseed  stubble  at  Trefeitha 
Brecon  on  Oct.  20th.  See  also  page  66. 

AUTUMN  AND  WINTER  FINCH  AND  BUNTING  FLOCKS  IN  WALES  IN  1997 


Number  of  flocks 


Total  birds 


Average  flock  size 


Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Tree  Sparrow 

52 

706 

14 

Chaffinch 

10 

21 

2045 

1995 

205 

95 

Brambling 

Greenfinch 

34 

44 

3037 

785 

89 

18 

Goldfinch 

28 

19 

2285 

834 

82 

44 

Siskin 

26 

6521 

251 

Linnet 

62 

26 

7605 

2460 

123 

95 

Crossbill 

47 

1740 

37 

Yellowhammer 

27 

615 

23 

GOLDFINCH  C.  carduelis  NICO 

Autumn/post-breeding  and  winter  flocks  noted  are  summarised  in  the  table  above.  Much  the 
largest  was  of  330  at  Weobley  Gower  on  Oct.  4th  but  9  Other  flocks  of  more  than  100  birds 
were  noted.  A  substantial  movement  at  the  Glamorgan  coast  involved  a  total  of  c.1600 
between  Sept.  11th  and  Nov.  4th,  mainly  on  Oct.  19th  with  c.1000  NE  at  Lavernock. 
Systematic  breeding  counts  are  noted  on  page  66.  In  addition  a  total  of  85-90  territories  was 
noted  in  areas  of  mixed  farmland  in  10-Km  squares  SO  03  and  13  Brecon. 

SISKIN  C.  spinus  PILA  GWYRDD 

Winter  flocks  are  summarised  in  the  table  above.  They  include  a  very  large  influx  in  the 
early  months  into  forests  mainly  in  north  Wales,  particularly  Denbigh,  where  by  far  the 
largest  flock,  of  c.3000,  was  noted  in  Clocaenog  Forest  on  Jan.  18th  and  there  were  also 
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flocks  of  500+  in  Llandegla  Forest  in  February  and  March  and  300+  in  Cynwyd  Forest  in 
March.  Elsewhere  the  max.  was  350+  in  Talybont  Forest  Brecon  on  Mar.  18th  but  there 
were  4  winter  flocks  of  100-300  in  Gwent  at  the  end  of  the  year.  There  was  a  marked 
autumn  movement  in  Gwent,  involving  at  least  1620  birds  during  September  and  early 
October,  and  Glamorgan,  with  a  max.  of  1000  E  in  an  hour  at  Dunraven  on  Oct.  22nd. 

LINNET  C.  cannabina  LLINOS 

Sizable  autumn  and  winter  flocks  were  noted  in  all  counties  and  are  summarised  in  the  table 
on  page  62.  Flocks  were  mainly  using  oil-seed  rape,  linseed  and  cereal  stubbles,  unsprayed 
root  fields  and,  in  the  early  months,  saltmarsh.  The  largest  autumn  flock  was  of  500  at 
Glasbury  Brecon  on  Aug.  3rd  and  the  largest  winter  flocks  were  of  200  in  roots  at  Marloes 
Pembroke  on  Jan.  24th  and  230  on  saltmarsh  at  Wernffrwd  Gower  on  Feb.  8th.  Overall  the 
size  and  wide  distribution  of  such  flocks  in  Wales  suggests  that  the  species  continues  to  do 
well  here. 

Systematic  breeding  records  are  tabulated  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  85-90 
pairs  in  mixed  farming  areas  of  10-Km  squares  SO  03  and  13  Brecon  and  22  on  120  ha  of 
common  at  Llanafan  there  and,  in  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7),  a  rather  clumped 
distribution  was  noted,  with  a  total  of  130  birds  in  18  1-Km  squares  distributed  in  only  6  10- 
Km  squares.  There  were  also  10  pairs  on  Lake  Vyrnwy  RSPB  Montgomery. 

TWITE  C.  flavirostris  *  LLINOS  Y  MYNYDD 

All  records  were:  Ceredigion:  5  at  Ynys-las  from  Jan.  12-25th;  Caernarfon:  24  at 
Llanfairfechan  on  Apr.  5th  and  up  to  4  at  Conwy  RSPB  during  November;  Denbigh:  2  at 
Llanddulas  beach  on  Feb.  8th  and  19+  on  Dec.  14th  and  10+  on  Ruabon  moor  on  July  25th; 
Flint:  on  Flint  saltmarshes  max.  of  Jan.  42,  Feb.  76,  Mar.  60,  Oct.  35,  Nov.  62  and  Dec.  83. 
Elsewhere  there  were  40  across  the  estuary  at  Whitesands  on  Dec.  5th  and  one  at  Point  of 
Ayr  on  Jan.  1 1th. 

REDPOLL  C.  flammea  LLINOS  BENGOCH 

Few  significant  winter  flocks  recorded,  except  in  Ceredigion  with  120  at  Ynys-hir  in  April 
and  320  in  October.  Systematic  breeding  counts  are  shown  on  page  66.  In  addition,  in  the 
Radnor  survey  (see  page  7),  a  total  of  26-27  pairs  noted  in  21  1-Km  squares  in  8  10-Km 
squares,  but  43%  of  occupied  squares  were  in  SN  97. 

CROSSBILL  Loxia  curvirostra  GYLFIN  GROES 

Breeding  records  received  as  follows:  Gwent:  a  family  at  Five  Paths  Wentwood  on  Apr. 
22nd,  several  around  Trelleck  in  April/May  and  one  at  Abereeg  on  June  28th;  Glamorgan: 
bred  at  Llanwonno,  Garnwed  Maesteg,  Afan  Forest  at  Drysiog,  with  3  young  on  Feb.  28th, 
and  Rheola  Forest  at  Ynys  Arwed,  with  3  young  on  Mar.  31st  and  5  scattered  groups 
totalling  28  adults  plus  young  on  Apr.  27th;  there  was  a  flock  of  100  adults  and  young  there 
in  June.  There  was  also  a  singing  male  in  Crynant  Forest  on  Mar.  3rd  and  birds  were  present 
in  the  breeding  season  at  Cwm  Garw  Fechan  and  St.  Gwynno  Forest;  Brecon:  pairs  bred  at 
Llanwrtyd  (2  young)  and  the  Crychan  Forest  (failed)  and  probably  bred  at  Carngafallt 
(juveniles  seen  on  May  15th),  and  2  sites  in  Glasfynydd  Forest;  Denbigh:  evidence  of 
breeding  in  Cynwyd  Forest  (one  or  more  family  parties),  World’s  End  and  Llandegla 
Forests.  In  March  also  present  at  Y  Foel,  Pentredwr,  Bonwen  and  plantations  on  Ruabon 
moor.  Two  pairs  reared  5+  young  in  Nercwys  Forest.  There  were  50+  in  Clocaenog  Forest 
on  Jan.  18th. 
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There  was  a  small  irruption  in  the  second  half  of  the  year,  first  noted  in  Pembroke  on 
May  14th.  Although  widespread,  numbers  were  not  large  and  the  flock  counts  recorded  are 
summarised  in  the  table  on  page  62.  Over  60%  of  the  records  were  from  Gwent  where  by 
far  the  largest  flock,  of  250+  in  Wentwood  on  June  24th,  was  also  seen. 

COMMON  ROSEFINCH  Carpodacus  erythrinus*  LLINOS  GOCH 

Singles  at  Strumble  Head  Pembroke  on  May  20th  and  29th  and  Nov.  30th  and  at  Skokholm 
there  over  Sept.  16- 17th. 

BULLFINCH  Pyrrhula  pyrrhula  COCH  Y  BERLLAN 

In  Pembroke  an  exceptionally  good  breeding  season,  with  broods  numerous  and 
widespread.  In  Brecon  34  pairs  noted  in  mixed  farmland  areas  in  10-Km  squares  SO  03  and 
13.  See  also  page  66. 

HAWFINCH  Coccothraustes  coccothraustes*  GYLFINBRAFF 

1996:  In  Gwent  birds  noted  in  9  areas,  including  9-10  near  Tintern  on  Mar.  16th  and  10  at 
Lords  Grove  Monmouth  on  May  5th.  Six  nests  were  found  in  a  Chepstow  wood  but  4  failed. 
In  Glamorgan  3  at  Tongwynlais  on  Feb.  3rd  and  Mar.  18th  and  2  on  Dec.  28th. 

1997:  All  records  were:  Gwent:  recorded  in  10  sites  during  the  year  and  3  nests  found  near 
Chepstow;  Glamorgan:  a  male  at  a  garden  feeding  station  at  West  Cross  on  Jan.  1st,  13  at 
Tair  Onen  on  Mar.  9th  and  2  there  on  18th,  3  at  Castell  Coch  on  20th,  2  there  on  July  12th 
and  a  juvenile  on  7th;  Carmarthen:  2  at  Cae’r  Blaidd  Brechfa  on  Feb.  20th;  Pembroke: 
one  at  Porthclais  on  Oct.  18th;  Ceredigion:  one  at  Ystrad  Meurig  on  Jan.  26th;  Brecon:  2 
males  and  a  female  at  Battle  Hill  from  Mar.  23-28th;  Montgomery:  one  at  Llanfair 
Caereinion;  Meirionnydd:  in  the  Mawddach  valley  there  were  one  or  two  at  Llanelltyd 
Church  each  end  of  the  year  and  4  at  Abergwynant  on  June  30th.  Two  at  Dolgellau  from 
Mar.  26-Apr.  3rd. 

LAPLAND  BUNTING  Calcarius  lapponicus*  BRAS  Y  GOGFFDD 

The  only  records  were,  in  Pembroke,  singles  at  Skokholm  on  Sept.  3rd  and  27th  and  Dinas 
Cross  on  Oct.  24th  and  one  at  Fairbourne  Meirionnydd  on  Oct.  3rd. 

SNOW  BUNTING  Plectrophenax  nivalis *  BRAS  YR  FIRA 

Following  the  extensive  influx  in  autumn  1996  widespread  around  the  coast  and  inland  in 
the  early  months  in  small  numbers,  and  again  at  the  end  of  the  year.  Altogether  a  total  of 
186  recorded,  with  records  up  to  Apr.  12th  and  from  Oct.  23rd,  in  Gwent  (1),  Glamorgan 
(2),  Carmarthen  (15),  Pembroke  (21),  Ceredigion  (65),  Montgomery  (1),  Meirionnydd 
(4),  Caernarfon  (42-52),  Anglesey  (2),  Denbigh  (24)  and  Flint  (9).  By  far  the  largest 
flocks  were  of  60  on  Cardigan  Island  Ceredigion  on  Feb.  1st  and  30-40  inland  on  Camedd 
Llewelyn  Caernarfon  on  Mar.  8th.  Other  inland  records  were  of  a  male  on  Mynydd  Henllys 
Gwent  from  Oct.  30-Nov.  1st,  one  on  Tair  Carn  Uchaf  Carmarthen  on  Feb.  17th  and  a 
male  at  Llyn  y  Fan  Fach  there  on  Nov.  23rd  and  one  at  Glaslyn  Montgomery  on  Oct.  24th. 
Approximate  monthly  totals  were: 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

44  83  33-43  2  10  8  21 

YELLOWHAMMER  Emberiza  citrinella  MEFYN  YR  EITHIN 

Systematic  breeding  counts  for  this  widespread  species  are  given  on  page  66.  In  addition 
counts  of  singing  males  in  Gower  were  of  9  at  Merrysun,  5  between  Pilton  Green  and 
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Paviland,  5  in  the  Mewslade  valley,  3  at  Craig-y-Bedw  Pontarddulais  and  2  at  Velindre  and 
singles  at  6  other  sites.  In  Brecon  150  territories  were  found  in  mixed  farmland  areas  in  10- 
Km  squares  SO  03  and  13,  30  on  commons  in  the  same  areas  and  10  on  120  ha  of  common 
at  Llanafan.  In  the  Radnor  survey  widely  distributed,  with  a  total  of  97-106  pairs  recorded 
in  69  1-Km  squares  distributed  in  17  10-Km  squares.  In  Anglesey  the  RSPB  survey  of  73  1- 
Km  squares  found  birds  in  only  3  compared  to  18  in  1986,  an  83%  decline.  In  Pembroke 
has  disappeared  as  a  breeding  bird  from  several  sites  in  the  St.  David’s  and  Solva  districts. 
The  few  autumn  and  winter  flocks  noted  are  summarised  in  the  table  on  page  62.  Their 
distribution  was  similar  to  that  of  breeding  birds  and  by  far  the  largest  were  of  80  near 
Pandy  Gwent  on  Dec.  30th  and  60  on  a  weedy  field  in  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  18th. 

ORTOLAN  BUNTING  Emberiza  hortulana  *  BRAS  Y  GERDDI 

One  at  Ramsey  Pembroke  on  Sept.  21st. 

RUSTIC  BUNTING  E.  rustica* 

1991:  One  at  Arthog  Bog  Meirionnydd  from  Apr.  5- 10th. 

1997:  A  first  winter  male  at  Cors  Caron  Ceredigion  on  Nov. 

Welsh  total  up  to  8. 

LITTLE  BUNTING  E.  pusilla  *  BRAS  LLEIAF 

1994:  One  at  Bardsey  Caernarfon  on  Oct.  14th. 

REED  BUNTING  E.  schoeniclus  BRAS  Y  CYRS 

Systematic  breeding  counts  are  listed  in  the  tables  on  page  66.  In  addition  there  were  14 
pairs  at  Ynys-hir  RSPB  Ceredigion  and,  in  Brecon,  17  pairs  in  220  ha  of  bogs  at 
Llanwrtyd,  6  in  100  ha  of  similar  habitat  at  Gors  Llwyn  and  10  at  Llangorse  Lake,  where  it 
is  decreasing.  In  the  Radnor  survey  (see  page  7)  recorded  in  56  1-Km  squares  in  12  10-Km 
squares,  with  a  total  of  70-77  pairs. 

CORN  BUNTING  Milaria  calandra *  BRAS  YR  YD 

Two  singing  males  at  Inner  Marsh  Farm,  one  in  Cheshire  and  one  in  Flint  in  June.  Thus  the 
species  continues  to  retain  its  toehold  in  Wales. 


BRAS  GWLEDIG 
1 1th.  These  records  bring  the 
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COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  IN  WALES  IN  1997 


One  of  the  difficulties  publications  such  as  the  Welsh  Bird  Report  always  faces  is  to 
give  any  idea  either  of  the  numbers  of  common  and  widespread  birds  in  an  area  as  large  and 
diverse  as  Wales  or  of  changes  in  their  populations.  For  some  species,  such  as  hirundines, 
thrushes  or  finches,  it  is  possible  to  give  some  indication  of  continuing  status  by  giving 
regular  summaries  of  winter  or  passage  flocks,  although  changes  in  these  may  not  reflect 
local  conditions.  Ringing  totals  also  provide  some  clues.  But  for  many  common  species 
these  sources  have  little  to  say. 

Table  1  therefore  lists  some  counts  of  breeding  numbers,  based  largely  on  singing 
males,  in  defined  areas.  The  sites  are  numbered  in  the  table  and  are  listed  below.  In  time  it 
should  be  possible  to  make  some  useful  analyses  of  these  data.  1.  Gower  Drummau, 
Birchgrove,  Swansea.  53.7  ha.  Well  wooded  grass  farmland  devoted  to  hay  and  grazing. 
CBC.  2.  Gwent  Goldcliff.  68.8  ha.  Mixed  farmland,  mainly  grass  grazed  cattle/sheep,  with 
hay/silage.  Some  arable  crops.  CBC.  3.  Flint  Llanasa.  87.7  ha.  Mixed  farmland,  mainly 
grass  with  cattle  and  sheep.  Some  arable  crops  and  one  small  plantation.  CBC.  4.  Gwent 
Penallt.  51.4  ha.  Pastoral  farmland,  mainly  sheep,  densely  hedged  and  with  copses  and 
gardens.  CBC.  5.  Ceredigion  Coed  Penrhynmawr.  13.8  ha.  Sessile  oak  woodland,  ungrazed, 
some  larch.  CBC.  6.  Brecon  Mynydd  Epynt  MoD.  c.  12,000  ha.  Open  grass  moorland  with 
wooded  stream  valleys,  scattered  plantations  and  one  substantial  area  of  forest.  Only  part 
can  be  covered.  7.  E.  Glamorgan  Ystrad/Llwynypia.  143  ha.  Open  hill  (40%),  hill  farmland 
(17%),  woodland  (26%)  and  riverside  and  suburban  habitats  (17%).  8.  Pembroke  Dowrog 
NR.  80  ha.  Damp  heathland.  9.  Gower  Langland  Bay  GC.  35.5  ha.  Golfcourse  with  mature 
boundary  hedges,  small  copses  and  cliff-top  with  rough  grass.  These  figures  were  also 
published  in  Welsh  Birds  2(l):54-55.  10.  Pembroke  Skokholm  NR.  106  ha.  Offshore 
island,  grassland/bracken,  not  recently  stocked.  11.  Pembroke  Skomer  NR.  289  ha. 
Offshore  island,  grassland/bracken  and  some  heather,  not  recently  stocked.  12.  Pembroke 
Ramsey  NR.  254  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland  with  bracken,  recently  stocked  (sheep  and 
deer).  13.  Caernarfon  Bardsey  NR.  178  ha.  Offshore  island,  grassland,  scrub  and  heath, 
recently  stocked  (sheep  and  ponies).  CBC  indicates  that  the  site  is  a  census  area  for  this 
long-running  national  survey. 

TABLE  1.  COUNTS  OF  COMMON  BREEDING  BIRDS  AT 


1. 

2. 

SELECTED 

3.  4. 

WELSH  SITES 

5.  6.  7. 

IN  1997 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Mallard 

— 

7 

P 

— 

— 

3 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

Sp’hawk 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

3 

P 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Buzzard 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

20 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Moorhen 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Wood  Pigeon 

9 

18 

8* 

16 

6 

18 

14 

1 

6 

3 

10 

— 

8 

Col.  Dove 

1 

3 

P 

P 

— 

1 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cuckoo 

— 

1 

1 

P 

— 

18 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tawny  Owl 

— 

1 

— 

1 

P 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Gr.  W’ pecker 

1 

— 

P 

1 

0 

3 

9 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G-s  W’pecker 

P 

P 

1 

1 

1 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Skylark 

1 

8 

6 

P 

— 

144 

22 

16 

2 

17 

27 

27 

0 

Swallow 

3 

6 

P 

7 

— 

39 

4 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Hse  Martin 

P 

2 

P 

4 

— 

20 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Mead.  Pipit 

P 

2 

P 

— 

— 

193 

21 

14 

5 

20 

63 

62 

42 

Rock  Pipit 

33 

19 

25 

35 

Pied  Wagtail 

1 

P 

P 

2 

— 

61 

3 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Wren 

13 

48 

11 

23 

16 

109 

87 

12 

10 

16 

78 

13 

34 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Dunnock 

5 

13 

13 

24 

3 

8 

22 

2 

8 

2 

10 

2 

12 

Robin 

25 

21 

12 

28 

13 

98 

86 

1 

8 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Redstart 

— 

P 

P 

1 

7 

79 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whinchat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

6 

0 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stonechat 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

2 

Wheatear 

— 

P 

P 

— 

— 

35 

7 

— 

— 

17 

20 

88 

18 

Blackbird 

11 

25 

9 

34 

12 

97 

60 

9 

20 

3 

18 

4 

— 

Song  Thrush 

4 

2 

P 

9 

8 

75 

22 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

M’tle  Thrush 

1 

P 

1 

2 

1 

28 

8 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

G'hop  W’ber 

— 

P 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sedge  W’ber 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

— 

3 

24 

— 

2 

Whitethroat 

P 

2 

3 

— 

— 

7 

8 

16 

6 

1 

14 

5 

1 

G’den  W’ber 

— 

P 

— 

6 

4 

41 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blackcap 

2 

4 

1 

8 

11 

7 

17 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wood  Warbler 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

31 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chiffchaff 

1 

18 

1 

8 

10 

16 

6 

3 

6 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Willow  W’ber 

1 

4 

2 

10 

9 

285 

50 

15 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Goldcrest 

P 

— 

1 

P 

6 

67 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spot  Fly’cher 

— 

— 

— 

P 

P 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pied  Fly’cher 

— 

— 

1 

1 

17 

40 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Long-t  Tit 

1 

3 

2 

2 

P 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Coal  Tit 

2 

— 

1 

P 

6 

35” 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Blue  Tit 

13 

8 

12 

30 

23 

93” 

P 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Great  Tit 

6 

6 

3 

15 

11 

100” 

36 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nuthatch 

1 

— 

P 

3 

5 

14” 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Treecreeper 

P 

— 

1 

P 

8 

6” 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Jay 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

23” 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Magpie 

4 

7 

3* 

8 

P 

46” 

11 

4 

5 

— 

8 

3 

11 

Jackdaw 

1* 

7 

P 

4 

P 

P 

P 

— 

3 

16 

— 

— 

23 

Crow 

5 

5 

2* 

6 

2 

P 

33 

5 

7 

2 

7 

8 

10 

Starling 

— 

P 

2* 

6 

— 

P 

10 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Hse  Sp'row 

P 

P 

P 

5 

— 

— 

24 

0 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Chaffinch 

14 

23 

21 

29 

23 

348” 

37 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Greenfinch 

P 

11 

3 

12 

— 

— 

9 

0 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Goldfinch 

2 

6 

5 

2 

— 

2 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Linnet 

1 

3 

5 

3 

— 

12 

6 

7 

4 

— 

— 

— 

25 

Bullfinch 

1 

1 

P 

4 

2 

3 

6 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yellowh'mer 

— 

— 

11 

6 

— 

12 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Reed  Bunting 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

12 

5 

4 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Note:  A  dash  indicates  that  none  were  counted,  a  0  that  the  species  was  absent  but  has  bred,  a  p  that  the 
species  was  present  but  no  clear  territories  were  established,  a  *  that  counts  are  of  nests  and  ”  that 
counts  are  of  birds  not  pairs. 


Table  2  presents  the  changes  in  populations  recorded  by  the  Breeding  Bird  Survey 
(BBS)  in  Wales  between  1996  and  1997  and  for  the  period  1994  to  1997.  It  is  based  on 
returns  for  over  100  squares  and  shows  population  changes  for  abundant  species,  ie  those 
recorded  in  a  minimum  of  51  BBS  squares  in  Britain,  except  that  species  occurring  in  fewer 
than  20  Welsh  squares  are  excluded.  The  method  for  calculating  changes  is  described  in 
Gregory  et  al  1997. 

Three  years  remains  too  short  a  period  over  which  to  describe  trends.  But,  once  again, 
it  is  worth  noting  that,  of  15  significant  trends  over  1994-97  in  Table  2,  only  2  are  for  a 


67 


decline  and  2  species  showing  a  significant  increase  in  Wales,  House  Sparrow  and  Linnet, 
give  cause  for  serious  concern  elsewhere  in  Britain.  In  general,  however,  trends  in  Wales 
tend  to  follow  those  in  Britain,  the  lower  level  of  significant  trends  in  Wales  simply 
reflecting  smaller  samples.  However,  Buzzard,  Great  Spotted  Woodpecker  and  Jackdaw, 
which  showed  a  significant  increasing  trend  in  Britain  overall  have  tended  to  decline  in 
Wales  and  Meadow  Pipit  and  Dunnock  have  showed  the  opposite  tendency. 

The  BTO/JNCC/RSPB  Breeding  Bird  Survey  (BBS)  started  in  1994  and  gives  all 
birdwatchers  a  chance  to  take  part  in  important  survey  work.  If  you  have  a  few  hours  to 
spare  each  year  and  wish  to  take  part  in  BBS,  please  contact  your  BTO  Regional 
Representative  or  Richard  Bashford  at  the  BTO,  The  Nunnery,  Thetford,  Norfolk  IP24  3NR 
(tel:  01842  750050). 

TABLE  2:  POPULATION  CHANGES  RECORDED  BY  THE  BREEDING  BIRD  SURVEY  IN 
WALES  IN  1996-1997  AND  1994-1997. 


Change 

Change 

Species 

Sample 

1996-97 

1994-97 

LCL 

UCL 

Grey  Heron 

24 

-11 

-10 

-47 

52 

Mallard 

35 

-28 

-22 

-46 

13 

Buzzard 

75 

-15 

-12 

-31 

12 

Pheasant 

50 

-4 

-14 

-34 

12 

Curlew 

29 

-32 

-32 

-56 

5 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

29 

17 

69 

-3 

193 

Herring  Gull 

33 

-1 

27 

-15 

92 

Woodpigeon 

101 

-10 

5 

-9 

21 

Collared  Dove 

33 

19 

7 

-26 

55 

Cuckoo 

46 

-17 

-11 

-39 

29 

Swift 

36 

-26 

-28 

-56 

18 

Green  Woodpecker 

28 

-6 

23 

-24 

99 

Great  Spotted  Woodpecker 

29 

-1 

-1 

-38 

59 

Skylark 

64 

-4 

9 

-10 

31 

Swallow 

90 

-6 

34* 

9 

66 

House  Martin 

52 

-2 

27 

-7 

75 

Tree  Pipit 

22 

-14 

-3 

-37 

51 

Meadow  Pipit 

50 

16 

15 

-3 

37 

Pied  Wagtail 

64 

31 

36* 

5 

76 

Wren 

103 

12 

-21* 

-31 

-11 

Dunnock 

77 

17 

21 

-3 

51 

Robin 

102 

-15 

-19* 

-29 

-8 

Redstart 

41 

-8 

4 

-22 

40 

Wheatear 

29 

-21 

13 

-29 

78 

Blackbird 

103 

-1 

-3 

-13 

9 

Song  Thrush 

85 

-4 

-14 

-30 

5 

Mistle  Thrush 

52 

-19 

-26 

-47 

4 

Whitethroat 

45 

8 

72* 

30 

129 

Garden  Warbler 

41 

28 

31 

-6 

82 

Blackcap 

54 

23 

47* 

14 

90 

Chiffchaff 

66 

12 

32* 

7 

62 

Willow  Warbler 

96 

1 

1 

-11 

15 

Goldcrest 

47 

52 

* 

o 

5 

61 

Long-tailed  Tit 

33 

-30 

6 

-39 

83 

Coal  Tit 

40 

45 

26 

-7 

69 

68 


Species  . 

Sample 

Change 

1996-97 

Change 

1994-97 

LCL 

UCL 

Blue  Tit 

96 

-7 

28* 

10 

50 

Great  Tit 

90 

2 

33* 

9 

63 

Nuthatch 

37 

7 

-a 

00 

* 

22 

161 

Treecreeper 

27 

51 

97* 

20 

224 

Jay 

38 

-21 

-2 

-34 

46 

Magpie 

91 

-2 

3 

-14 

.23 

Jackdaw 

72 

-24 

-9 

-28 

13 

Rook 

48 

-43 

-5 

-38 

47 

Carrion  Crow 

107 

31 

14 

-3 

35 

Raven 

45 

-14 

-4 

-35 

41 

Starling 

55 

-8 

-29 

-50 

2 

House  Sparrow 

62 

-3 

51* 

16 

95 

Chaffinch 

106 

-3 

-4 

-15 

9 

Greenfinch 

50 

49 

45* 

11 

91 

Goldfinch 

60 

10 

18 

-13 

60 

Linnet 

54 

2 

45* 

7 

96 

Bullfinch 

39 

-13 

-32 

-54 

2 

Yellowhammer 

32 

-13 

-13 

-42 

32 

KEY 

Sample  =  the  number  of  squares  occupied  each  year  during  1994-97;  only  species  occurring  in  more 
than  20  squares  are  included. 

Change  =  the  %  change  in  the  population  size. 

LCL  &  UCL  =  lower  and  upper  95%  confidence  limits  of  the  population  change  over  1994-97. 

*  =  the  change  is  statistically  significant  at  the  5%  level. 
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A  REPORT  ON  BIRD  RINGING  IN  WALES  DURING  1997 


PETER  HOWLETT  National  Museums  and  Galleries  of  Wales,  Cathay s  Park, 

Cardiff.  CF1  3NP 

INTRODUCTION 

This  is  the  tenth  annual  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  and  to  mark  the  occasion  the 
full  grown  total  is  the  lowest  since  these  reports  started,  by  a  considerable  margin.  This 
seems  to  be  due  in  part  to  changes  in  effort  by  several  of  the  more  active  ringers  and  a 
quarter  of  the  drop  is  accounted  for  by  Bardsey  Bird  Observatory  only  having  one  ringer 
available  during  the  season.  The  pulli  total,  although  still  on  the  low  side,  shows  that 
woodland  birds  had  a  much  better  season  than  in  1996. 

METHOD  OF  ENQUIRY  AND  RESPONSE 

As  is  usual  this  report  is  based  on  the  information  sent  back  to  me  by  ringers  who 
responded  to  my  letter  sent  out  in  early  1998.  They  were  asked  to  supply  ringing  totals  for 
the  year,  indicate  any  major  changes  in  effort  and  let  me  know  the  details  of  any  interesting 
ringing  recoveries  received  during  the  year.  I  know  that  the  start  of  the  year  involves  much 
form  filling  and  my  thanks  go  to  all  those  who  take  the  trouble  to  reply.  For  1997  replies 
were  received  from  37  ringers  and  8  groups,  the  same  as  in  1996. 

THE  RINGING  TOTALS 

Table  1  shows  the  ringing  totals  for  1997  compared  with  1996,  with  139  species  ringed 
cf  138  in  1996.  The  full  grown  total  is  down  a  massive  26%,  while  the  pulli  total  is  up  by 
6.5%,  about  the  average  over  the  last  10  years.  As  stated  above,  one  of  the  main  reasons  for 
this  fall  in  the  full  grown  total  in  1997  is  a  change  in  effort  by  one  or  two  of  the  more  active 
ringers,  in  some  cases  putting  more  effort  into  pulli,  in  others  effort  has  been  directed  into 
projects  outside  Wales.  The  other  reason,  and  responsible  for  about  30%  of  the  fall,  was 
Bardsey  Bird  Observatory  being  unable  to  employ  a  ringer  as  assistant  warden.  As  a  result 
the  warden  was  the  only  ringer  on  the  island  for  much  of  the  season.  The  species  totals 
worst  affected  by  these  changes  in  effort  are:  Sand  Martin,  Wren,  Dunnock,  Robin,  Sedge 
and  Reed  Warbler,  Whitethroat,  Chiffchaff,  Willow  Warbler,  Spotted  Flycatcher  and  House 
Sparrow. 

Despite  the  low  number  of  full  grown  birds  ringed  new  record  totals  were  set  for  8 
species,  6  of  them  pulli  totals.  They  are:  Red  Kite,  Sparrowhawk,  Goshawk,  Knot,  Curlew 
(both  full  grown  totals),  Stock  Dove,  Redstart  and  Chough.  All  except  Red  Kite  and 
Goshawk  really  reflect  increased  effort  rather  than  a  real  increase  in  populations  (although 
the  actual  size  of  the  Goshawk  increase  is  due  to  more  effort).  Other  species  showing  an 
increase  due  to  more  effort  include:  Little  Ringed  Plover,  Black-headed  Gull,  Swallow  and 
Wheatear.  A  marked  decrease  in  the  totals  of:  Manx  Shearwater,  Oystercatcher,  Herring 
Gull,  Great  Black-backed  Gull,  Whitethroat  and  Garden  Warbler  was  as  a  result  of  less 
effort. 

Most  of  the  finches  are  also  well  down  on  1996.  This  may  be  a  result  of  less  effort  but 
is  more  likely  to  reflect  very  low  numbers  during  the  autumn  and  winter.  A  mild  winter 
combined  with  a  good  supply  of  natural  food  would  result  in  fewer  birds  coming  west  and 
fewer  birds  gathering  in  roosts. 

The  analysis  of  raw  ringing  totals  collected  over  a  wide  area  is  not  seen  as  a  valid 
monitoring  tool  as  it  is  difficult  to  apply  rigorous  statistics  to  the  data.  The  fact  is  however, 
that  the  ringing  totals  of  some  species  reflect  quite  well  changes  in  populations  over  the  last 
10  years.  This  is  mainly  because  the  totals  come  from  the  same  people  each  year  and  as  the 
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Table  1:  Systematic  list  of  birds  ringed  in  Wales  during  1996  and  1997. 


1996  1997  1996  1997 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Little  Grebe 

4 

— 

1 

— 

Herring  Gull 

13 

455 

3 

116 

Fulmar 

2 

3 

4 

— 

Gt.  Black-backed  Gull 

— 

127 

— 

63 

Manx  Shearwater 

882 

119 

434 

207 

Kittiwake 

51 

179 

40 

193 

Storm  Petrel 

132 

— 

98 

— 

Common  Tern 

— 

567 

— 

384 

Leach’s  Petrel 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Little  Tern 

— 

17 

- 

27 

Cormorant 

1 

305 

3 

309 

Guillemot 

40 

389 

18 

342 

Shag 

6 

289 

1 

264 

Razorbill 

35 

164 

126 

179 

Grey  Heron 

— 

17 

1 

8 

Puffin 

38 

53 

23 

63 

Mute  Swan 

107 

55 

112 

55 

Stock  Dove 

— 

— 

- 

20 

Canada  Goose 

131 

22 

240 

- 

Woodpigeon 

11 

11 

6 

4 

Mallard 

5 

1 

6 

6 

Collared  Dove 

18 

2 

3 

8 

Teal 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Turtle  Dove 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Goosander 

3 

15 

— 

12 

Cuckoo 

1 

1 

- 

1 

Red  Kite 

— 

105 

— 

118 

Bam  Owl 

13 

93 

8 

84 

Hen  Harrier 

1 

22 

- 

23 

Little  Owl 

4 

6 

2 

- 

Sparrowhawk 

17 

35 

7 

43 

Tawny  Owl 

16 

52 

8 

19 

Goshawk 

- 

149 

- 

160 

Long-eared  Owl 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Buzzard 

1 

65 

- 

48 

Nightjar 

3 

2 

- 

- 

Kestrel 

2 

59 

3 

45 

Swift 

1 

2 

13 

— 

Merlin 

1 

24 

— 

12 

Kingfisher 

21 

— 

13 

— 

Hobby 

- 

8 

- 

8 

Hoopoe 

- 

- 

1 

- 

Peregrine 

- 

31 

— 

40 

Wryneck 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Water  Rail 

25 

— 

8 

— 

Green  Woodpecker 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Coot 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Gt.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

17 

3 

11 

2 

Moorhen 

5 

12 

14 

- 

Less.  Sp.  Woodpecker 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Oystercatcher 

1366 

9 

705 

6 

Skylark 

3 

3 

3 

1 

Little  Ringed  Plover 

— 

2 

25 

8 

Sand  Martin 

1010 

— 

507 

5 

Ringed  Plover 

29 

1 

26 

4 

Swallow 

610 

183 

1060 

292 

Golden  Plover 

1 

— 

— 

— 

House  Martin 

30 

— 

15 

— 

Grey  Plover 

1 

- 

— 

— 

Rock  Pipit 

18 

3 

2 

- 

Lapwing 

2 

142 

5 

54 

Tree  Pipit 

11 

- 

16 

9 

Knot 

4 

- 

214 

— 

Meadow  Pipit 

40 

7 

46 

15 

Sanderling 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Yellow  Wagtail 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Little  Stint 

4 

— 

- 

— 

Grey  Wagtail 

24 

136 

12 

94 

Dunlin 

1053 

— 

1203 

— 

Pied  Wagtail 

23 

40 

37 

54 

Ruff 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dipper 

74 

323 

68 

270 

Jack  Snipe 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Wren 

464 

27 

328 

44 

Snipe 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Dunnock 

381 

28 

252 

6 

Whimbrel 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Robin 

803 

75 

428 

125 

Curlew 

53 

4 

164 

— 

Nightingale 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Bar-tailed  Godwit 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Black  Redstart 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Redshank 

168 

3 

252 

— 

Redstart 

66 

210 

45 

338 

Greenshank 

1 

— 

— 

- 

Whinchat 

19 

153 

6 

264 

Common  Sandpiper 

7 

— 

3 

9 

Stonechat 

22 

21 

16 

21 

Turnstone 

73 

— 

30 

— 

Wheatear 

42 

29 

29 

138 

Black-headed  Gull 

6 

22 

6 

220 

Ring  Ouzel 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Less.  Black-backed  Gull  58 

1137 

37 

964 

Blackbird 

690 

67 

507 

113 

71 


1996  1997 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Fieldfare 

28 

— 

3 

- 

Song  Thrush 

194 

25 

120 

54 

Redwing 

275 

— 

243 

- 

Mistle  Thrush 

18 

15 

7 

18 

Cetti's  Warbler 

18 

— 

19 

- 

Grasshopper  W. 

70 

— 

22 

- 

Aquatic  Warbler 

1 

- 

4 

- 

Lanceolated  Warbler 

- 

- 

1 

— 

Sedge  Warbler 

2282 

3 

1057 

5 

Reed  Warbler 

1723 

1 

1059 

9 

Icterine  Warbler 

— 

— 

1 

- 

Melodious  Warbler 

2 

- 

1 

— 

Subalpine  Warbler 

1 

- 

2 

— 

Barred  Warbler 

— 

- 

1 

- 

Lesser  Whitethroat 

64 

— 

18 

— 

Whitethroat 

487 

4 

113 

3 

Garden  Warbler 

198 

33 

134 

8 

Blackcap 

495 

14 

376 

16 

Greenish  Warbler 

- 

— 

1 

— 

Pallas’s  Warbler 

— 

— 

3 

- 

Yellow-browed  Warbler  - 

— 

1 

— 

Wood  Warbler 

12 

23 

18 

46 

Chiffchaff 

1155 

24 

648 

21 

Willow  Warbler 

3043 

110 

1552 

64 

Goldcrest 

482 

4 

1161 

4 

Firecrest 

11 

— 

4 

— 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

124 

27 

63 

26 

Red-breasted  Flycatcher  3 

— 

— 

— 

Pied  Flycatcher 

814 

5880 

799 

6661 

Long-tailed  Tit 

156 

- 

220 

5 

Marsh  Tit 

30 

— 

28 

19 

1996  1997 


Species 

FG 

Pull 

FG 

Pull 

Willow  Tit 

25 

— 

21 

— 

Coal  Tit 

146 

92 

220 

71 

Blue  Tit 

3126 

1758 

2760 

2168 

Great  Tit 

819 

970 

832 

1170 

Nuthatch 

53 

116 

42 

114 

Treecreeper 

46 

6 

44 

11 

Golden  Oriole 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Isabelline  Shrike 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Jay 

14 

- 

5 

— 

Magpie 

21 

8 

12 

61 

Chough 

15 

182 

8 

238 

Jackdaw 

41 

12 

30 

10 

Carrion  Crow 

3 

20 

— 

31 

Rook 

1 

2 

1 

25 

Raven 

— 

180 

2 

113 

Starling 

270 

5 

174 

24 

House  Sparrow 

300 

— 

100 

— 

Tree  Sparrow 

5 

15 

1 

— 

Chaffinch 

1140 

33 

786 

33 

Brambling 

150 

— 

62 

— 

Greenfinch 

1417 

11 

800 

9 

Goldfinch 

132 

5 

51 

10 

Siskin 

274 

1 

98 

— 

Linnet 

57 

4 

25 

3 

Redpoll 

68 

- 

90 

— 

Bullfinch 

194 

1 

109 

4 

Common  Crossbill 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Hawfinch 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yellowhammer 

16 

4 

23 

8 

Reed  Bunting 

154 

- 

168 

- 

TOTAL 

28963 

15673 

21416  16993 

data  is  drawn  from  a  wide  area  provides  quite  a  good  sample  of  populations.  In  some  cases, 
such  as  Red  Kite  pulli,  the  totals  represent  the  successfully  hatched  young  of  almost  the 
entire  population  (graph  1)  and  reflect  the  way  the  population  has  grown  in  the  last  decade. 
Others  indicate  changes  that  may  not  always  be  so  obvious,  although  a  change  is  thought  to 
have  taken  place  because  an  increase  or  decrease  in  sightings.  This  applies  in  particular  to 
secretive  species  such  as  the  Goshawk  (graph  2)  or  where  it  may  be  difficult  to  census 
populations,  as  shown  by  the  worrying  decline  in  Reed  Bunting  (graph  5).  This  decline  has 
been  found  in  other  monitoring  methods  used  by  the  BTO. 


Graph  1:  Annual  totals  for  Red  Kite  Graph  2:  Annual  totals  for  Goshawk 


Year 


Year 
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A  few  miiTor  the  cyclical  nature  of  bird  populations.  Some  species,  Coal  Tit  and  Siskin 
being  good  examples,  go  through  periods  of  high  population  levels  due  to  an  abundance  of 
food  or  good  weather  during  the  breeding  season  or  in  the  winter.  As  their  populations 
increase  they  erupt  out  of  their  normal  areas  and  will  be  caught  in  much  greater  numbers 
than  normal  (graphs  3  and  4). 

Graph  3:  Annual  totals  for  Coal  Tit  Graph  4:  Annual  totals  for  Siskin 


Year  Year 

Other  species  are  very  susceptible  to  hard  weather  during  the  winter  and  their  numbers 
may  be  drastically  reduced  as  shown  by  the  Goldcrest  (graph  6).  The  population  was  almost 
wiped  out  after  the  hard  winter  in  1990  and  is  still  a  long  way  from  the  numbers  that  existed 
when  these  reports  started  in  1988. 

Graph  5:  Annual  totals  for  Reed  Bunting  Graph  6:  Annual  totals  for  Goldcrest 


If  such  data  sets  are  kept  over  even  longer  time  periods  they  could  become  an 
important  source  of  additional  information  on  the  long-term  trends  in  populations  and  can  in 
some  cases  provide  information  on  species  not  otherwise  covered  by  other  national  census 
methods.  However,  recent  changes  announced  by  the  BTO  (British  Trust  for  Ornithology) 
into  the  funding  of  the  ringing  scheme  could  mean  that  the  potential  of  such  data  sets  will  be 
damaged  considerably.  In  the  past  the  cost  of  rings  has  been  subsidised  by  a  grant  from  the 
JNCC  (Joint  Nature  Conservation  Committee).  As  is  the  case  in  so  many  areas  funding  has 
been  cut  back  over  the  last  few  years  and  has  caused  the  work  of  the  BTO  to  become  ever 
more  focused.  Earlier  this  year  it  was  announced  that  the  subsidies  were  going  to  be  targeted 
at  specific  projects  and  species  of  conservation  concern.  The  projects  are  the  long-running 
CES  scheme  and  a  new  project,  RAS  (ringing  adults  for  survival),  geared  towards 
monitoring  survival  of  breeding  adults.  The  main  species  to  receive  JNCC  subsidies  will  be 
birds  of  prey,  seabirds  and  a  handful  of  passerines  which  are  giving  cause  for  concern  such 
as  Skylark,  Linnet  and  Tree  Sparrow.  The  result  of  this  is  that  the  cost  of  rings  for  non¬ 
target  species  has  risen  quite  dramatically,  a  ring  for  a  Blue  Tit  has  gone  from  12p  to  18p 
and  in  the  case  of  Greenfinch  from  12p  to  25p.  This  will  inevitably  have  an  impact  on  the 
activities  of  ringers  and  will  almost  certainly  lead  to  a  decline  in  the  number  of  common 
birds  ringed.  This  will  in  turn  bias  the  data  collected  by  ringers  and  make  it  much  more 
difficult  for  the  BTO  to  monitor  population  changes  using  the  ringing  data  in  the  way  they 
do  at  the  moment.  It  will  also  make  any  comparisons  like  those  outlined  above  fairly 
meaningless  as  well. 

The  JNCC  is  obviously  having  to  make  some  hard  choices  with  an  ever  shrinking 
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budget  but  the  folly  of  reducing  long-term  general  projects  like  the  ringing  scheme  will  only 
be  shown  when  a  species  not  covered  by  the  CES  and  RAS  schemes  declines  and  there  is  no 
usable  data  after  1998  to  give  any  idea  as  to  when  or  why  the  decline  maybe  taking  place. 

RINGING  PROJECTS 

There  has  been  little  change  over  the  year,  the  only  new  project  reported  was  a 
resumption  in  the  colour-ringing  of  Little  Ringed  Plovers  on  the  Tywi.  Otherwise  the 
colour-ringing  of  gulls  continues  with  the  associated  plethora  of  sightings  on  their  wintering 
grounds.  The  moorland  Winchat  project  was  back  to  full  operation  after  last  year’s  setbacks. 
As  can  be  seen  from  some  of  the  wader  totals  the  cannon-netting  teams  also  had  some 
successful  outings  during  the  year,  in  particular  a  large  catch  of  Knot  was  made. 

The  value  of  ringing  birds  in  the  same  area  each  year,  or  trying  to  find  all  the  nests  of  a 
certain  species  in  a  given  area,  has  been  shown  by  preliminary  analysis  of  the  data  collected 
from  one  of  the  Dipper  projects.  There  has  been  a  gradual  decline  over  the  last  few  years  in 
nests  and  in  productivity  from  those  that  do  nest.  The  decline  is  linked  to  the  acidification  of 
upland  rivers  and  subsequent  decline  in  freshwater  invertebrates.  The  decline  is  evident 
even  by  looking  at  the  ringing  totals  for  pulli  for  the  last  10  years  (graph  7). 


Graph  7:  Annual  totals  lor  Dipper 


Although  many  of  the  projects  that  are  undertaken  are  long-term,  it  is  important  that  if 
they  are  started  they  have  a  clearly  defined  aim  and  that  any  information  gathered  is  written 
up  and  published.  Unfortunately  in  far  too  many  cases  this  does  not  appear  to  be  happening 
and  I  would  implore  all  ringers  to  think  about  what  they  may  have  learnt  from  their 
activities  and  consider  what  maybe  done  with  it  and  if  they  cannot  write  it  up  themselves 
there  are  people,  such  as  the  editor  of  Ringing  and  Migration,  who  will  only  be  too  happy  to 
advise  them  on  what  to  do. 

SELECTED  RINGING  RECOVERIES 

As  will  be  seen  from  looking  through  the  recoveries  below  there  are  a  good  many 
from  1996.  The  BTO  had  changed  its  computer  system  in  1996,  resulting  in  large  backlog  of 
recoveries  building  up.  This  has  now  reduced  substantially,  giving  many  ringers  a  bumper 
crop  of  recoveries  during  the  past  year  or  so. 

There  were  the  usual  mass  of  Lesser  Black-backed  Gull  sightings,  a  few  of  which 
have  been  reproduced  and  another  good  selection  of  Storm  Petrel  recoveries.  This  species 
may  well  be  hit  by  the  ring  price  changes  mentioned  earlier  as  it  will  now  cost  about  25p  for 
each  bird  and  it  is  quite  likely  that  many  sites  that  have  in  the  past  trapped  hundreds  if  not 
thousands  a  year  will  cut  back  quite  significantly.  Future  reports  will  show  whether  this  is 
the  case. 

There  were  only  a  handful  of  Reed  Warbler  recoveries  reported  and  there  was  a  slight 
drop  in  Sedge  Warbler.  Next  year  may  be  even  worse  given  the  very  low  1997  totals  for  the 
2  species.  This  is  unfortunate  as  there  is  now  a  major  ringing  programme  in  place  at 
Radipole  Lake  in  Dorset,  a  major  stopping  off  point  for  Acrocephalus  warblers  leaving  the 
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British  Isles.  There  were  2  Sedge  Warbler  movements  from  Kenfig  to  Radipole  even  though 
relatively  few  warblers  were  ringed  at  Kenfig  in  1997. 

As  is  customary  in  this  report  the  usual  plea  goes  out  for  non-ringers  to  let  me  know 
of  any  recoveries  they  find  (obviously  informing  the  BTO  first!).  It  is  very  difficult  to  find 
out  about  interesting  recoveries  found  by  the  general  public  and  the  BTO’s  own  ringing 
report  is  now  running  at  least  2  years  behind  schedule. 

The  recoveries  are  arranged  by  species,  with  ringing  details  on  the  first  line  and 
recovery  details  on  the  second.  The  symbols  and  conventions  used  are  outlined  below;  age 
is  given  according  to  the  Euring  code,  the  figures  DO  NOT  represent  years.  Scientific  names 
are  given  in  the  main  systematic  list. 


Age  when  ringed 

1  pullus  (=  nestling  or  chick) 

2  fully  grown,  year  of  hatching  unknown 

3  hatched  during  calendar  year  of  ringing 

4  hatched  before  calendar  year  of  ringing  but  exact 
year  unknown 

5  hatched  during  previous  calendar  year 

6  hatched  before  previous  calendar  year  but  exact 
year  unknown 

7  definitely  hatched  2  years  before  year  of  ringing 

8  hatched  more  than  2  calendar  years  before  year 
of  ringing 

Sex 

M  =  male.  F  =  female 


Manner  of  recovery 

X  found  dead 

XF  found  freshly  dead  or  dying 
XL  found  dead  (not  recent) 

+  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man 
+F  shot  or  intentionally  killed  by  man-fresh 
SR  found  sick  or  injured-released  with  ring 
V  alive  and  probably  healthy,  caught  and 
released  not  by  a  ringer 
VV  as  V  but  sighting  in  field  (includes 
colour  mark  records) 

R  caught  and  released  by  ringer 
B  as  R  -  breeding 
RR  as  VV  but  by  a  ringer 
BB  as  RR  -  nesting 


Manx  Shearwater 


FC23503 

4 

22.05.87 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

15.06.96 

Santo  Antonio,  Alagoas.  BRAZIL.  10°S  36°W 

7505km  SW  3312  days. 

FC30816 

4 

02.07.96 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man. 

R 

07.08.96 

Cilan  Head,  Abersoch,  Gwynedd.  142km  SSE  36  days. 

FC40858 

4 

28.07.89 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XL 

07.03.97 

San  Antonio  Oeste,  ARGENTINA.  40°25'S  64°35’W 
11910km  SW  2779  days. 

FC81730 

4 

05.08.94 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

18.06.97 

Elton,  Cleveland.  301km  NE  1048  days. 

FC88482 

3 

07.10.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

XF 

15.10.96 

Llanbrynmair,  Powys.  80km  E  8  days. 

The  2  South  American  birds  are  where  this  species  should  be  found  in  the  winter  months.  A  pullus 
ringed  on  Skomer  was  also  recovered  in  Brazil.  FC40858  is  noteworthy  as  it  is  the  most  southerly 
recovery  for  any  Bardsey  Manx  Shearwater.  There  are  only  a  handful  of  Manx  ringed  on  the  Calf  each 
year  so  to  get  one  recovered,  even  only  140km  to  the  south,  is  good.  The  unfortunate  FC88482  had  been 
found  at  the  foot  of  the  lighthouse  on  the  island  and  may  still  have  been  dazed  when  it  was  released 
judging  from  its  inland  flight.  As  Elton  is  to  the  west  of  Middlesborough  FC81730  must  have  also  been 
picked  up  but  was  rather  more  fortunate  as  it  was  released  alive  and  well. 

Stortn  Petrel 

2293585  4  17.06.83  Marloes,  Pembrokeshire. 

R  26.07.96  Cilan  Head,  Abersoch,  Gwynedd.  126km  NNE  4788  days. 
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2359840 

4 

25.06.96 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man. 

R 

05.07.97 

Cilan  Head,  Abersoch,  Gwynedd. 

R 

12.07.97 

Leganagh  Point,  Cork,  EIRE.  51°34'N  8°43’W 

142km  SSE  375  days. 

310km  SW  7  days. 

2^24503 

4 

05.07.97 

Mynydd  Gilan,  Abersoch,  Gwynedd. 

R 

08.07.97 

Pendeen  Watch,  Cornwall.  303km  SSW  3  days. 

2436025 

4 

20.07.96 

Carnsore  Point,  Wexford,  EIRE.  52°  1  l’N  6°22’W 

R 

22.06.96 

Cilan  Head,  Abersoch,  Gwynedd.  141km  NE  2  days. 

R 

24.06.96 

Helvick  Head,  Waterford,  EIRE.  52°3’N  7°33’W 
220km  SW  2  days. 

2443556 

4 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

R 

21.07.96 

Brownstone  Head,  Waterford,  EIRE.  52°8’N  7°6’W 
139km  W  1  day. 

2443566 

4 

20.07.96 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire. 

R 

21.07.96 

Rumps  Point,  Pentire,  Cornwall.  161km  SSE  1  day. 

2456633 

4 

11.07.97 

Filey  Brigg,  North  Yorkshire. 

R 

20.07.97 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  400km  SW  9  days. 

2474163 

4 

16.07.96 

Gwennap  Head,  Cornwall. 

R 

21.07.96 

Point  Lynas,  Anglesey.  388km  NNE  5  days. 

2474964 

4 

19.07.97 

Calf  of  Man,  Isle  of  Man. 

R 

20.07.97 

Strumble  Head,  Pembrokeshire.  225km  S  1  day. 

This  is  a  small  selection  of  the  many  recoveries  received  for  this  species  during  the  year.  All  indicate 
how  mobile  and  apparently  aimless  the  wanderings  of  non-breeders  can  be.  2436025  seemed  to  be 
exploring  plenty  of  the  Irish  sea  and  the  coast  of  southern  Eire;  while  2443556,  2443566  and  2472964 
give  some  idea  of  how  far  these  birds  can  move  in  a  24  hour  period  and  we  can  only  guess  at  the  route 
2456633  took  to  get  from  North  Yorkshire.  This  species  will  almost  certainly  be  affected  by  the  rise  in 
ring  prices  and  if  fewer  are  ringed  it  will  feature  less  regularly  in  this  report  in  the  future. 

Gannet 

F4869  1  03.06.78  Les  Etacs,  Alderney,  Channel  Islands. 

X  10.11.96  Cwm  Tydu,  Ceredigion.  333km  NNW  6735  days. 

Quite  a  respectable  age  for  a  Gannet,  it  may  well  have  been  blown  up  the  Irish  Sea  by  strong  winds  as  a 
bird  of  this  age  would  most  likely  have  stayed  in  the  English  Channel. 

Cormorant 

There  were  16  recoveries  of  birds  ringed  on  Puffin  Island  reported  during  1997.  Unlike  a  few  years  ago, 
when  the  majority  seemed  to  be  in  Essex,  birds  moved  all  over  Britain  from  the  Ribble  Estuary  in  the 
north,  Salisbury  in  the  south  and  Felixstowe  in  the  east,  with  no  one  county  being  favoured.  There  was 
also  one  bird  to  Finistere  on  the  Brest  peninsular  in  France. 


Shag 

1342001 

1342030 


1 

R 

1 

R 


13.06.96 

18.11.96 
13.06.96 

15.11.96 


Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Gwynedd. 

Pitsford  Reservoir,  Northamptonshire.  263km  E  158  days. 
Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Gwynedd. 

Pitsford  Reservoir,  Northamptonshire.  263km  E  155  days. 


Two  more  wind  wrecked  birds,  they  were  picked  up  within  2km  of  each  other.  Movements  over  200km 
are  quite  unusual  for  Welsh  bred  Shags. 


Grey  Heron 

1285150  1  15.05.96  Bryn  Tangor,  nr  Gwyddelwern,  Clwyd. 

X  01.02.97  Tynewydd,  Glamorgan.  149km  S  262  days. 

There  are  not  very  many  recoveries  of  this  species,  even  though  they  are  quite  mobile  especially  during 
their  first  winter,  this  being  the  expected  direction  of  movement. 
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Mute  Swan 

U6032 

1M 

17.09.94 

Llanymynech,  Powys. 

XF 

12.02.97 

Chester,  Cheshire.  49km  N  879  days. 

U6550 

6M 

31.07.94 

Porthmadog,  Gwynedd. 

RR 

23.12.94 

Penclacwydd,  Llanelli,  Carmarthen. 

RR 

28.09.96 

Aberystwyth,  Ceredigion. 

RR 

09.11.96 

Porthcawl,  Glamorgan. 

RR 

10.11.96 

The  Knap,  Barry,  Glamorgan.  179km  SE  833  days. 

U6554 

5 

09.08.94 

Lower  Town,  Fishguard,  Pembrokeshire. 

RR 

27.02.97 

Bideford,  Devon.  121km  SSE  933  days. 

U6590 

3M 

22.08.94 

Pwllheli,  Gwynedd. 

RR 

23.12.94 

Penclacwydd,  Llanelli,  Carmarthenshire.  137km  S  123  days. 

U6890 

1 

11.09.96 

Brookside,  Telford,  Shropshire. 

RR 

04.06.97 

Malltraeth,  Anglesey. 

RR 

16.07.97 

Caernarfon,  Gwynedd.  135km  NW  308  days. 

U6032  had  a  very  novel  cause  of  death  for  a  British  bird,  it  was  killed  by  a  lion  at  Chester  Zoo!  The 
others  are  a  small  sample  of  the  many  colour-ring  sightings  received  during  the  year.  Perhaps  most 
notable  is  U6554  moving  to  Devon. 

Bewick ’s  Swan 

A  bird  with  a  neck-collar  which  was  seen  at  Rheidol  gravel  pit,  Ceredigion  in  March  had  been  ringed  in 
the  Pechora  delta,  Russia  on  18.08.96.  This  is  the  same  area  as  a  bird  seen  in  Flint  in  1995.  The  delta 
lies  at  about  67°N  53°E,  some  3,500km  NE  of  Wales. 

Whooper  Swan 

RA3705  ?F  09.08.94  Langholmmavatn,  Tungulheidi,  ICELAND.  65°28’N  15°22’W 

VV  18.11.97  Dryslwyn,  Carmarthenshire,  c.  1780km  SSE  1197  days. 

This  bird  left  Dryslwyn  on  09.04.97,  having  been  there  since  13.12.96  -  and  featured  in  last  years 
report.  The  3  birds  it  returned  with  in  November  should  be  its  mate  and  this  season's  young.  Another 
neck-collared  bird  was  seen  at  Bosherston,  Pembrokeshire,  also  ringed  in  Iceland. 

Goosander 

HT50159  1  03.07.93  Dolhelfa,  Rhayader,  Powys. 

XF  10.10.95  Edlandsvatnet,  Rogaland,  NORWAY.  58°47'N  5°56'E 

930km  NE  829  days. 

A  very  unusual  movement,  British  birds  do  not  normally  move  more  than  100-200km  away  from  their 
breeding  areas. 

Peregrine 


GF91210 

1M 

23.05.90 

Gwent. 

X 

29.10.96 

Didcot  Power  Station,  Oxford.  120km  E  2351  days. 

GF24583 

1 

05.06.95 

Gwent. 

X 

24.11.96 

Salisbury,  Wiltshire.  102km  SSE  538  days. 

Although  not  migratory,  young  birds  will  wander  some  distance  from  their  natal  area,  GF91210 

obviously  decided  to  breed  elsewhere. 

Oystercatcher 

FA55402 

1 

24.06.93 

Gravity,  North  Ronaldsay,  Orkney. 

R 

22.02.97 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Caernarfonshire.  691km  S  1339  days. 

FA66902 

5 

30.07.95 

Wig,  Caernarfonshire. 

X 

12.08.97 

Mykines,  FAEROES.  62°8’N  7°38'W 

1011km  NNW  744  days. 

FA66992 

8 

26.08.95 

Llanfairfechan,  Caernarfonshire. 

XF 

19.05.96 

Rissa,  Sor-Trondelag,  NORWAY.  63°38'N  9°50’E 

1402km  NE  267  days. 
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FC72751 

1 

15.06.97 

Bereray,  North  Uist,  Western  Isles. 

R 

04.10.97 

Ogwen  Estuary,  Caernarfonshire.  535km  S  111  days. 

FR04600 

5 

15.06.80 

Wig  Caernarfonshire. 

X 

19.01.97 

Southemess,  Solway  Firth,  Dumfries  and  Galloway. 

185km  N  6062  days. 

FR25074 

8 

12.09.81 

Wig,  Caernarfonshire. 

X 

23.09.97 

Holy  Island,  Northumberland.  307km  NE  5855  days. 

FS82413 

5 

19.12.76 

Penmon,  Anglesey. 

X 

23.03.97 

Penmon,  Anglesey.  7399  days. 

All  but  FS82413  show  the  northerly  breeding  areas  of  Oystercatchers  that  winter  in  Wales,  whilst  the 

sighting  of 

a  bird  ringed  on  Skomer,  in  France,  shows  how  birds  that  breed  in  Wales  move  south.  The 

last  3  birds  are  also  good  ages,  although  still  some  way  off  the  31  year  record. 

Grey  Plover 

DN75408 

5 

31.01.87 

Ynyslas,  nr  Borth,  Ceredigion. 

+F 

18.01.97 

Brevands,  Manche,  FRANCE.  49°20'N  1°1  l’W 

406km  SE  3640  days. 

Relatively  small  numbers  of  this  species  spend  the  whole  winter  in  north-west  Europe,  most  go  further 
south  into  Africa.  This  bird  had  unwisely  chosen  to  winter  a  little  further  south  in  France  for  1997 
instead  of  coming  back  to  Britain.  There  have  only  been  a  handful  of  Grey  Plover  ringed  in  Wales  so 
this  recovery  is  all  the  more  interesting  for  that. 

Dunlin 

JN27030 

3 

17.08.89 

Ujscie  Wisly  K,  Swibna,  Gdansk,  POLAND.  54°22'N  18°56'E 

R 

24.11.96 

Beaumaris,  Anglesey.  1514km  W  2656  days. 

JN56061 

3 

21.08.93 

Ujscie  Wisly  K,  Swibna,  Gdansk,  POLAND.  54°22'N  18°56'E 

R 

24.11.96 

Beaumaris,  Anglesey.  1514km  W  1191  days. 

OA28566 

3 

08.10.94 

Langenwerder,  Wismar,  GERMANY.  54°4’N  1 1°30’E 

R 

24.11.96 

Beaumaris,  Anglesey.  1030km  W  778  days. 

A  good  day  at  Beaumaris  in  November  1996,  3  foreign  ringed  birds  in  one  catch  is  excellent.  Although 
both  Icelandic  and  Scandinavian/Russian  Dunlin  populations  pass  through  or  winter  in  Wales  there  are 
far  more  recoveries  from  the  Baltic  region  as  there  is  much  more  ringing  activity  than  in  Iceland. 


Woodcock 

MB126753  3  01.10.95  nr  Leningrad,  RUSSIA.  59°30'N  30°20'E 

+  16.12.95  nr  Abergavenny,  Gwent.  2261km  WSW  76  days. 

Although  not  uncommon  as  a  breeding  bird  in  Wales  many  of  the  birds  seen  in  winter  come  from 
Scandinavia  and  further  afield  as  demonstrated  by  this  bird. 


Black-headed  Gull 

ED60352 

5 

07.02.96 

Rhos  on  Sea,  Denbigh. 

R 

10.06.97 

Pildammsparken,  Skane,  SWEDEN.  55°35'N  13°E 

1110km  ENE  489  days. 

ET58129 

1 

13.06.97 

Llyn  Alaw,  Anglesey. 

XF 

11.07.97 

Mosney,  Meath,  EIRE.  53°40'N  6°14'W  124km  WNW  28  days. 

ET58176 

1 

22.06.97 

Llyn  Alaw,  Anglesey. 

X 

31.07.97 

Unionhall,  Cork,  EIRE.  51°32’N  10°35’W 

461km  SW  39  days. 

The  majority  of  the  Black-headed  Gulls  seen  in  Wales  during  the  winter  come  from  the  Baltic  region,  as 
shown  by  ED60352.  The  2  birds  to  Eire  show  how  quickly  our  breeding  birds  move  off  to  the  west  just 
as  the  first  juveniles  come  in  from  the  Baltic. 

Lesser  Black-backed  Gull 

GA09294  1  23.06.96  Rhoscolyn,  Anglesey. 

XF  27.02.97  Agadir,  MOROCCO.  30°20'N  9°20W.  2575km  SSW  249  days. 
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GF42005 

1 

03.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

02.03.96 

Ladymoor  Pool,  Bilston,  West  Midlands. 

131km  ESE  608  days. 

GF42016 

1 

03.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

29.10.94 

Sines,  Baixo  Alentejo,  PORTUGAL.  37°58’N  8°52’W 

RR 

25.10.96 

Sines,  Baixo  Alentejo,  PORTUGAL.  37°58’N  8°52’W 
1702km  SSW  845  days. 

GF42107 

1 

02.07.95 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

31.03.96 

Matozinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL.  41°1  l’N  8°42'W 

RR 

03.03.97 

Hempstead,  Gloucester.  163kin  SE  610  days. 

GF42137 

1 

30.06.96 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

22.10.96 

Figueira  da  Foz,  Beira  Litoral,  PORTUGAL.  40°9’N  8°51'W 
1465km  SSW  114  days. 

GF42190 

1 

01.07.96 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

XF 

10.10.96 

Matozinhos,  Douro  Litoral,  PORTUGAL.  4 1°1  UN  8°42’W 
1350km  SSW  101  days. 

GK95870 

1 

03.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

20.09.96 

Laayoune,  MOROCCO.  27°10'N  13°11'W 

2961km  SSW  810  days. 

GK95877 

1 

03.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

06.01.97 

Fuenterrabia,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°25’N  1°49'W 

1065km  S  918  days. 

GK95900 

1 

03.07.94 

Llyn  Trawsfynydd,  Meirionnydd. 

RR 

08.11.96 

Gloucester  Landfill  site,  Gloucester.  162km  SE  859  days. 

1 

10.07.88 

Orfordness,  Suffolk. 

XF 

21.07.97 

nr  Ebbw  Vale,  Gwent.  330km  W  3298  days. 

A  small  selection  of  the  large  number  of  colour-ring  sightings  from  Portugal  and  Spain.  It  is  surprising 
how  birds  from  the  same  colony  chose  different  wintering  areas,  for  example  GK95877  going  to  Spain 
even  after  3  years  while  GK95900  chooses  to  stay  around  rubbish  tips  in  Gloucester.  GK95870  was  the 
most  southerly  record  from  the  batch  received. 


Herring  Gull 
GJ94701  1 

+ 

GK94882  1 

XL 


15.01.85 

09.05.97 

29.05.96 

09.05.97 


Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Gwynedd. 

Vik,  ICELAND.  63°15’N  19°W.  1444km  N  4497  days. 
Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

Loch  Leven,  Tayside.  391km  NE  345  days. 


The  young  of  this  species  rarely  stray  away  from  the  confines  of  the  Irish  Sea  which  makes  the  journey 
to  Iceland  particularly  spectacular;  having  got  there  it  then  stayed  to  breed.  The  bird  recovered  in 
Tayside  is  also  noteworthy. 


Great  Black-backed  Gull 

HW65233  1  18.06.84  Ynys  Gwylan  Fawr,  Gwynedd. 

X  30.12.96  Yves,  Charente-Maritime,  FRANCE.  46°N  1°W 

793km  SE  4578  days. 

This  is  another  largely  sedentary  species  with  only  limited  juvenile  dispersal.  It  is  possible  that  this  bird 
had  moved  to  France  in  its  first  winter  and  had  subsequently  stayed  further  south,  rather  than  moving 
such  a  distance  as  an  adult. 


Kittiwake 

EB39787  1  10.07.82  Puffin  Island,  Anglesey. 

VV  27.05.97  Seaforth,  Liverpool,  Merseyside.  68km  E  5435  days. 

A  good  age  for  a  Kittiwake,  although  the  oldest  is  21  years;  14  will  be  older  than  the  average  and  it  is 
still  flying. 
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Razorbill 

M46311  1  15.07.83  Fair  Isle,  Shetland. 

RB  18.06.96  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  779km  SW  4722  days. 

There  are  not  many  instances  of  this  species  moving  far  afield  and  staying  to  breed,  despite  many 
Razorbills  ringed  on  Fair  Isle  as  well  as  at  other  seabird  colonies. 

Barn  Owl 

GF46187  1  07.07.96  Cors  Caron,  Ceredigion. 

X  16.09.97  Doldowlod,  Powys.  32km  E  436  days. 

Most  recoveries  of  this  species  are  within  a  few  kilometres  of  their  nest  sites,  32km  is  quite  a  long  way 
for  a  Barn  Owl. 

Song  Thrush 

K797443  3  28.09.90  Oostvaardedijk,  NETHERLANDS. 

X  04.03.97  nr  Crickhowell,  Powys.  575km  W  2349  days. 

Another  example  of  the  easterly  origin  of  the  Song  Thrush  seen  in  Wales  during  winter  months. 

Sedge  Warbler 


J646793 

3 

04.08.95 

Teifi  Marshes,  Ceredigion. 

R 

10.08.95 

Llangloffan  Fen,  nr  Fishguard,  Pembs.  31km  SW  6  days. 

J855739 

4 

29.04.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X 

14.07.96 

Portmagee,  Kerry,  EIRE.  51°50’N  10°25’W 

390km  SW  76  days. 

J856629 

3 

09.08.95 

Llangloffan  Fen,  nr  Fishguard,  Pembrokeshire. 

XF 

23.06.96 

Colby,  Isle  of  Man.  240km  N  319  days. 

K196571 

3 

13.08.95 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon. 

R 

19.08.95 

Teifi  Marshes,  Ceredigion.  96km  WNW  6  days. 

K172501 

4 

13.05.96 

Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R 

24.08.96 

Irun,  Guipuzcoa,  SPAIN.  43°20'N  1°47’W 

1070km  S  103  days. 

K3 14258 

3 

20.08.95 

Abbotsbury,  Dorset. 

R 

22.08.96 

Teifi  Marshes,  Ceredigion.  212km  NW  368  days. 

K455795 

3 

15.09.96 

Teifi  Marshes,  Ceredigion. 

R 

23.09.96 

Etang  de  Trunvel,  Finistere,  FRANCE.  47°54'N  4°21'W 
463km  SSE  8  days. 

K662307 

3 

22.08.96 

Llangorse  Lake,  Brecon. 

R 

26.08.96 

Arne,  Dorset.  160km  SE  4  days. 

K842575 

3 

17.08.96 

Loch  Achnacloich,  Ardross,  Highland. 

R 

15.09.96 

Teifi  Marshes,  Ceredigion.  628km  SSW  29  days. 

J856629  and  K842575  give  some  indication  of  the  area  of  origin  for  birds  migrating  through  Wales, 
while  the  recoveries  in  Dorset,  France  and  Spain  give  a  clue  as  to  the  route  birds  may  take  after  leaving 
Wales.  However,  birds  often  move  around  considerably  before  undertaking  longer  flights  as  shown  by 
J646793  and  K196571.  This  has  been  taken  to  extreme  by  J855739,  had  it  gone  any  further  south  or 
west  then  the  next  stop  would  have  been  North  America. 

Blackcap 

J847999  5F  21.04.96  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X  15.04.97  Doar  Oulad  Ouaguad,  Attaouia,  MOROCCO. 

2333km  S  349  days. 

The  majority  of  Blackcap  recoveries  in  Africa  are  from  Morocco.  This  one  is  unusual  in  that  the  bird 
should  have  been  in  France  or  even  back  in  Britain  by  mid  April. 

Chiff chaff 

2L2942  4F  12.06.96  nr  Ynysgyffylog,  Gwynedd. 

R  15.06.96  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd.  52km  W  3  days. 
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IG3901  3  10.09.96  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R  15.09.96  West  Woodhay  Down,  Berkshire.  277km  SE  5  days. 

The  first  bird  is  rather  late  to  be  moving  around.  It  could  be  a  late  migrant  or  possibly  a  failed  breeder. 
IG3901  had  to  average  about  55km  a  day  for  its  journey. 

Willow  Warbler 

IG4506  4M  07.04.97  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

X  19.04.97  Castleblaney,  Monaghan,  EIRE.  54°6'N  6°25’W 

199km  W  12  days. 

This  bird  and  the  Spotted  Flycatcher  below  give  good  indication  of  the  breeding  area  of  many  of  the 
birds  that  pass  through  Bardsey. 

Spotted  Flycatcher 

J855463  3  15.09.95  Bardsey  Island,  Gwynedd. 

R  03.07.96  Greenmount  College,  Antrim,  N.  IRELAND. 

234km  NW  292  days. 


Pied  Flycatcher 

There  was  a  report  of  a  bird  found  dead  at  a  nestbox  in  Clwyd  which  had  been  ringed  in  Gibraltar  the 
previous  spring.  There  has  been  ringing  on  the  Rock  for  the  last  6  years  but  this  is  the  first  recovery  of  a 
Welsh  bird  either  to  or  from  there,  even  though  a  large  proportion  of  birds  from  Wales  should  migrate 
through  that  area. 

Great  Tit 

F081811  3M  06.11.88  Nantyglo,  Gwent. 

R  04.12.96  Nantyglo,  Gwent.  0km  2950  days. 

Although  not  a  record  8  years  for  a  Great  Tit  is  a  good  age. 


Starling 

8A03172  1  21.05.95 

X  03.03.97 

K961157  3  24.10.96 

R  05.01.97 


Danfoss,  Jylland,  DENMARK. 

Craig  Cerrig  Gleisiad,  Powys.  875km  SW  652  days. 
Castricum,  Dutnen,  NETHERLANDS.  52°33'N  4°37'E 
Llyn  Traffwll,  Anglesey.  617km  W  73  days. 


Two  birds  showing  the  eastern  origin  of  Starlings  seen  in  Wales  during  the  winter  months. 


PUBLICATIONS  INVOLVING  RINGING  IN  WALES 
Once  again  there  is  a  lack  of  publications: 

Howlett,  P.  M.  (1997).  A  report  on  bird  ringing  in  Wales  in  1996.  Welsh  Birds  Vol.  1  No.  6 
(1997)67-75.  Welsh  Ornithological  Society. 

Silcocks,  A.  (1997).  Ringing  Report  1997.  Bardsey  Observatory  Report  No. 41 :  1997.  30-38. 
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NOTES 

WADER  POPULATIONS  AT  TRAETH  LAFAN  CAERNARFON 

The  table  below  sets  out  autumn  and  winter  peak  counts  of  the  main  wader  species  at 
Traeth  Lafan  Caernarfon  for  the  years  1992/93  to  1996/97.  This  fills  a  major  long-standing 
gap  in  the  information  on  wader  populations  published  in  Welsh  Bird  Report.  The  letters  in 
brackets  indicate  the  month  from  September  to  March  when  the  count  was  recorded.  Data 
by  courtesy  of  the  Wildfowl  and  Wetlands  Trust  and  Ian  Higginson. 


1992  1993  1994  1995  1996 


Species 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Autumn 

Winter 

Oystercatcher 

2187(0) 

2820(D)  3856(0) 

5055(D) 

3779(0) 

5935(D) 

1332(0) 

3621(F)  3413(0) 

5780(J) 

Ringed  Plover 

86(0) 

172(N) 

41(0) 

31(F) 

27(0) 

5 1  (J) 

74(S) 

40(D) 

52(S) 

75(J) 

Lapwing 

177(0) 

608(J) 

92(0) 

177(N) 

43(0) 

303(J) 

0 

187(N) 

76(0) 

405(F) 

Dunlin 

38(0) 

2832(D) 

82(0) 

1304(J) 

6(0) 

1606(J) 

38(S) 

2206(D) 

1 

4074(F) 

Curlew 

13 12(S) 

1197(D) 

737(0) 

1276(N) 

1133(0) 

1063(F) 

1083(0) 

1412(F) 

923(0) 

1446(F) 

Redshank 

274(0) 

267(D) 

93(0) 

367(J) 

53(0) 

558(N) 

41(0) 

334(F) 

37(0) 

622(F) 

Turnstone 

27(0) 

54(N) 

66(0) 

55(N) 

64(0) 

57(J) 

25(0) 

37(D) 

15(S) 

32(F) 

ISABELLINE  WHEATEAR  Oenanthe  isabellina  ON  BARDSEY 

First  Welsh  record 

During  the  late  afternoon  on  20th  September  1997  I  was  crossing  the  Narrows  (a 
slender  strip  of  land  that  joins  the  southern  peninsula  to  the  main  part  of  the  island)  where  I 
noted  half  a  dozen  wheatears.  One  bird  stood  out  from  the  rest,  which  were  typical  Northern 
Wheatears.  O.  oenanthe,  looking  paler,  larger  and  dumpier  with  a  lot  of  black  in  the  tail. 
Watching  the  bird  for  some  5  minutes  with  my  8x32  binoculars,  I  realised  that  I  was  not 
able  to  get  close  enough  to  confirm  the  clinching  features  without  the  risk  of  scaring  the  bird 
away  - 1  was  under-powered!  I  swiftly  returned  to  the  Observatory  to  fetch  my  telescope  and 
grabbed  the  new  Macmillan  Birders  Guide.  On  returning  the  bird  was  standing  next  to  a 
Northern  Wheatear  and  was  noticeably  larger-headed,  dumpier  (more  pot-bellied)  and 
longer-legged.  The  wing  pattern  fitted  Isabelline  Wheatear  perfectly  and  identity  was 
clinched  when  the  white  axillaries  were  noted  in  flight.  Before  dusk  I  was  able  to  show  the 
bird  to  all  the  birders  on  the  island. 

The  policy  of  releasing  rare  bird  news  on  Bardsey  is  that  if  it  is  considered  that  the 
influx  of  birders  will  not  harm  the  island  in  any  way,  then  the  information  can  be  released. 


82 


This  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  warden,  so  when  the  Isabelline  Wheatear  was  relocated  in  the 
same  area  the  following  day,  I  phoned  the  details  into  Birdline  Wales.  During  the  course  of 
the  day  four  boat-trips  brought  a  total  of  35  birders  over  to  see  the  bird.  The  bird  departed 
on  the  night  of  21st/22nd  September. 

Description  -  A  large,  pale  and  relatively  lethargic  wheatear.  Appeared  reluctant  to  fly,  preferring  to 
hop.  Larger  than  Northern  Wheatear,  being  larger-headed  (a  more  domed  crown),  more  pot¬ 
bellied  when  standing  upright  and  longer-legged.  Viewed  head-on,  a  groove  extended  from  top  of 
bill  base  onto  crown.  The  primary  extension  beyond  tertials  was  the  same  length  as  the  exposed 
tertials,  the  primary  tips  not  being  evenly  spaced  (as  on  Northern  Wheatear),  with  a  big  gap 
between  5th  and  6th.  Bill  appeared  strong  with  a  broad  base. 

Head  -  Crown  pale  sandy,  with  forehead  slightly  darker.  Thin  white  supercillium  meeting  above  bill 
and  reaching  eye,  though  behind  eye,  buffer  and  indistinct.  Lores  pale  creating  a  rather  open-faced 
appearance  (though  a  thin  dark  loral  stripe  seen  when  viewed  head-on).  Thin  white  eye-ring 
around  large  dark  eye.  Pale  buff  ear-coverts.  Throat  white. 

Upperparts  -  Mantle  and  back  sandy-brown,  with  greyer  cast  on  nape.  Rump  and  uppertail  coverts 
white.  Black  extended  between  half  and  two-thirds  from  tip  of  tail  and  a  short  way  up  centre  of 
tail  with  base  of  tail  white.  Tip  of  tail  narrowly  tipped  white. 

Wings  -  Broad  buff  fringes  to  wing  coverts  forming  a  pale  panel  slightly  paler  than  mantle.  Centres  of 
median  coverts  brown  (though  indistinct)  and  greater  covert  centres  pale  brown.  Alula  dark  with  a 
narrow  tip  and  outer  edge  -  much  darker  than  rest  of  wing.  Tertials  broadly  edged  buff  with  brown 
centres.  Primaries  dark  with  narrow  buff  edges  and  very  narrow  white  tips.  Axillaries  and 
underwing  coverts  white  (seen  in  flight  and  when  preening).  Underside  of  flight  feathers  silvery 
white. 

Underparts  -  Whitish,  though  warmer  peach  on  breast. 

Bare  Parts  -  Bill  and  legs  black.  Eye  dark. 

Call  -  Reminiscent  of  Northern  Wheatear. 

This  is  the  first  Welsh  and  12th  British  record  of  a  species  which  breeds  from  Greece 
eastwards  through  Asia  Minor  to  the  Gobi  Desert.  Amazingly,  3  days  after  the  bird  left 
Bardsey  one  was  found  on  Skokholm  by  David  Astins.  Whilst  the  immediate  reaction  was 
that  this  was  the  same  bird,  careful  and  exact  recording  of  plumage  showed  that  the 
Pembrokeshire  bird  was  at  a  different  stage  of  moult,  which  precluded  it  from  being  the 
same  individual.  The  2  records  have  been  accepted  by  BBRC  as  2  different  individuals. 

Andrew  Silcocks 


REVIEWS 

THE  RAVEN 

A  natural  history  in  Britain  and  Ireland 

Derek  Ratcliffe 

T.  &  A.  D.  Poyser ,  London.  326pp.  £25.00. 

Call  me  biased  but  I  can’t  think  of  a  more  fitting  species  to  warrant  a  monograph  from 
the  acclaimed  Poyser  stable  than  the  Raven  ( Corvus  corax).  Several  years  ago  a  wildlife 
film  cameraman  friend  of  mine  approached  a  TV  producer  with  the  idea  of  doing  a 
programme  on  the  Raven.  Aren’t  they  just  big,  boring  and  black?  was  the  reply  -  the  film 
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never  got  made  (although  others  have  been  more  successful  since).  Read  this  book  and  it  is 
instantly  obvious  why  this  TV  producer  lacked  any  modicum  of  knowledge  of  ravens.  Far 
from  being  boring  the  Raven  is  a  bird  of  extremes  in  almost  every  sense.  Ratcliffe  describes 
how  its  huge  place  in  the  mythology  of  various  cultures  has  it  down  as  both  a  god  of 
creation  and  a  portent  of  death  and  destruction,  how  it  is  immortalised  in  more  British  place 
names  than  any  other  creature  and  how  it  endures  extremes  of  climate  at  both  ends  of  the 
scale  making  it  one  of  the  most  widespread  species  on  earth. 

The  book  is  largely  written  about  the  Raven  in  Britain  and  Ireland  but  draws  on 
“references  to  Ravens  overseas  if  these  appear  to  extend  or  illuminate  understanding  of  the 
species  here”.  Ratcliffe  refers  frequently  to  the  research,  both  published  and  unpublished,  of 
a  great  many  other  Raven  enthusiasts.  Wales  is  represented  through  the  work  of  the  author 
himself,  Peter  Dare,  Peter  Davis  and  John  Davis,  Andrew  Dixon,  myself  and  others.  Several 
of  the  photographs  result  from  the  work  of  H.  A.  Gilbert  and  Arthur  Brook  in  south  Wales, 
who  were  among  the  first  people  to  observe  and  photograph  Ravens  from  hides  at  the  nest. 
Using  these  data  Ratcliffe  shows  how  Wales  has  one  of  the  highest  population  density  of 
breeding  Ravens  anywhere  in  its  huge  range.  Indeed  Wales  has  an  important  place  in  the 
current  understanding  of  this  species. 

Ratcliffe’ s  personal  knowledge  and  admiration  of  the  Raven  is  clearly  displayed  in  the 
way  he  recounts  his  many  outings  in  search  of  Ravens  at  nesting  time  -  he  has  personally 
visited  over  500  different  breeding  sites.  Much  of  his  Raven  fieldwork  was  done  in 
conjunction  with  that  on  Peregrines  and  what  serious  birdwatcher  hasn’t  got  a  copy  of  his 
monograph  on  that  species  -  now  in  its  second  edition.  Like  The  Peregrine,  The  Raven  is  an 
expertly  written,  thoroughly  researched  and  very  readable  book  on  one  of  the  most 
charismatic  of  British  birds.  Its  326  pages  are  enhanced  throughout  with  a  series  of  excellent 
line  drawings  by  Chris  Rose  and  numerous  photographs.  As  well  as  the  more  usual  topics:- 
Distribution,  Food  and  Feeding  Habits,  Breeding  etc.  there  are  also  chapters  on  The  Raven 
in  Human  History,  Ravens  Elsewhere  in  the  World  and  Intelligence  in  Ravens.  Oddly 
perhaps,  the  author  chooses  to  include  “Appearance  of  the  Raven”  and  “Calls  of  the  Raven” 
as  appendices  rather  than  warranting  a  chapter  in  the  main  text. 

There  were  for  me  two  disappointments.  Firstly,  the  lack  of  any  colour  photographs. 
Although  Ravens  obviously  lend  themselves  well  to  black  and  white  photography  it  is  only 
in  colour  that  you  can  fully  appreciate  the  richness  of  the  metallic  blue,  purple  and  green 
sheens  in  their  plumage.  Secondly,  and  something  that  hit  me  before  I  had  even  read  a  single 
word  of  text,  was  that  the  paper  on  which  the  book  is  produced  was  much  too  thin. 
Unfortunately  this,  for  me,  cheapened  the  general  feel  of  the  book  and  vastly  undersold  its 
contents. 

Despite  these  minor  complaints  this  book  remains  a  must  for  any  serious  ornithologist, 
especially  those  in  Wales  where  the  Raven  is  such  an  obvious  and  important  part  of  our 
avifauna.  It  should  also  be  required  reading  for  apprentice  shepherds  and  hill-farmers 
everywhere,  who,  on  the  whole,  do  not  (as  yet!)  share  Derek’s,  or  my  own,  enthusiasm. 

Tony  Cross 
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‘Welsh  Birds’  is  the  journal  of  the  Welsh  Ornithological  Society  and  is  published 
twice  annually,  in  June  and  December.  The  December  issue  is  primarily  devoted  to  the 
Welsh  Bird  Report  and  the  annual  Report  on  Bird  Ringing  in  Wales. 

Papers  for  Welsh  Birds  are  welcomed  by  the  Editor  on  any  aspect  of  Welsh 
Ornithology.  The  Society  is  anxious  that  the  journal  should  accurately  reflect  present 
ornithological  activity  in  Wales.  Thus  we  hope  that  all  workers,  professional  or  amateur, 
with  results  of  bird  studies  in  Wales,  will  always  consider  publishing  information  about 
these  here.  All  papers  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Editor  and  an  independent  referee.  Authors 
should  follow  the  format  of  papers  published  in  the  journal  and  guidelines  for  authors  have 
been  drawn  up  and  are  available  from  the  Editor  (address  inside  front  cover).  Papers  are 
accepted  and  published  in  either  Welsh  or  English.  Papers  in  Welsh  should  be  supplied  with 
captions  to  tables  and  figures  in  both  Welsh  and  English  and  with  an  English  summary.  This 
follows  standard  international  practice. 

Short  notes  on  interesting  or  unusual  features  of  behaviour  recorded  in  Wales  are  also 
welcome.  An  accumulation  of  such  items  is  of  considerable  value.  Notes  should  be  short  and 
succinct,  ideally  of  not  more  than  half  a  page  in  length.  Notes  may  also  be  submitted  in 
either  Welsh  or  English. 

Each  volume  comprises  at  least  6  issues,  to  make  more  satisfactory  volumes  for 
binding,  if  readers  so  desire.  A  member,  David  Chatfield,  has  recommended  Principal 
Bookbinders  Ltd.,  Ynyscedwyn  Industrial  Estate,  Ystradgynlais,  Swansea  SA9  IDT,  who 
have  done  an  excellent  job  for  him  for  £12.50p. 


